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Portrait  of  a city  ir»  turmoil 


, 7 . W rZ- 

8 * # ‘ 


- - , U i 


Cabinet 

blocks 

power 

takeover 


Simon  Beavi* 
and  Chris  Bante 


THE  Government 
yesterday 
staunched  .a 
growing  rebellion 
among  senior 
Tory  right- 
wingers when  it  ignored'  the 
advice  of  its  own  civil  ser- 
vants and  the  Monopolies 
Commission  to  block  two  sen- 
sitive electricity  industry 
takeovers  worth  £4.5  billion. 

Zn  a move  which  stormed 
the  industry  and  the  City, 
Wiping  nearly  £1  billion  off 
power  shares.  Trade  Secre- 
tary t«n  Lang  saA^  that  plana 
■*  by . Rational  ito#er/_aii/t, 
PowerGm  ^taker-bv^rJwol 
. regional  electricity  compa- 
nies would  damage  wnsmn- 
ers  and  should  be  blocked. 

The  decision.  which  de- 
lighted the  Conservative 
right,  was  wide#  seen  as  a 
bid  to  call  a half  to  the  tide  of 
takeovers  that  has  engulfed 
the  sector  in  the  last  year. 

Only  last  week  the  Govern- 
ment faced  the  prospect  of  a 
damaging  political  row  after 
the  US  utility.  Southern  Com- 
pany. expressed  interest  in 
laundiiog  an  £8  billion  bid  for 
National  Power  itsetf. 

Mr  Lang  has  also  faced 
complaints  from  the  Conser- 
vative Party’s  leading  right- 
wing  dissidents,  John  - Red- 
wood and  Norman  Lamont, 
that  to  allow  the  bids  to  pro- 
ceed would  crush  competition 
and  damage  privatisation.  | 
. The  decision  means  that 
National  Power  will  not  be  i 
able  to  proceed  with  its  ££.5 
billion  bid  for  the  Maiden- 1 
head-based  regional  electric- 
ity company.  Southern  Elec-  I 


trie.  Its  smaller  rival,  Power- 
Gen,  mil  not  be  able  to 
relaunch  its  £L9  billion  bid 
for  Midlands  Electricity.  - 

The  electricity  .regulator, 
consumer  groups,  Labour  and  i 
I Tory  rightwingers  bad  come  I 
together  in  an  unlikely  alli- 
ance to  warn  that  allowing 
power  station  operators  to 
own  the  companies  which  sell 
and  distribute  power  locally 
would  lead  to  the  exploitation 
of  consumers. 

But  the  Monopolies  and 
Mergers  Commission  argued, 
in  a report  released  by  Mr 
Lang  yesterday,  thgt  tfee 
mergers  ffrcnmhe  allowed  to 


controls. 


proiraiiDiie”; 


motivated  appeared  to  be 
backed  up  by  the  emergence 
of  key  evidence  given  to  MMC 
by  Mr  Lang's  own  civil  ser- 
vants, extracts  of  which  are 
carried  in  the  Commission’s 
report 

An  annexe  of  the  report 
shows  that  the  Electricity  Di- 
rectorate. of  the  Department 
of  Trade  and  Industry  had 
raised  few.  if  any.  objections. 

. Civil  servants  argued  that 
adequate  safeguards  could  be 
put  in  place  to  ensure  that 
competition  was  not  harmed 
and  could  increase  competi- 
tion in  the  supply  market 

Industry;  sources  and.  City 
analysts  also  pointed  to  an 
apparently.  inconsistaiteUte 


Be  saJd  he  would  -be  pash- 
tagJurJtfrthfcr  moves te  break 
foeptfweri  a&>titer  two  main 
generate^;  to^nsure  that 
these  was>merB  gjanpetifian 
lit'  the  -f production  ; of 
electricity.  >.. 

Mr  Lang  said  his  decision 
was  good,  for  consumers,  al- 
though there  was  nothing  in- 
herently objectionable”  in. 
companies  both  generating 
and  selling  power.  However, 
in  the  current  state  of  the 
market;  “there  would  be  sig- 
nificant detriments  to  compe- 
tition if  these  mergers 
proceed”. 

Government  sources  in- 
sisted that  Mr  Lang's  decision 
had  not  been  motivated  by  the 
desire  to  appease  rebels  or 
stave  off  unwanted  foreign 
takeovers. 

But  widespread  criticism 
that  the  move  was  politically 


-dff  ffv£  pdwer  stations  to 
Bbiwpxl 

The-  conglomerate  already 
owns  the  largest  regional 
eledricity  company.  Eastern, 
and,  with  the  power  stations, 
is  an  course  to  becoming  a 
vertically  integrated  operator 
along  the  same  lines,  al- 
though. slightly  smaller,  as 
those  proposed  by  foe  two 
main  generators. 

Although  Labour  welcomed 
the  decision  to  block. the  bids, 
it  said  Government  policy 
over  the  power  sector  was  so 
canfosed  the  entire  industry 
should  be  subjected  to  a foil 
MMC  inquiry. 

.Energy  spokesman  John. 
Battle  accused  Mr  Lang  of 
“torching  from  one  policy  to 
the  neat  without  any  consid- 
eration for  the  implementa- 
tion of  long,  term,  sustained 
competition”. 

Hapcon  hopes  rise,  end  CRy 
Notebook,  page  11 


economies 


Dan  AtUnoon 

FRESH  low-wage  competi- 
tion for  skilled  Jobs  is 
coining  .from,  foe  latest 
and  least  likely' recruit  to  the 
ranks  of  foe  tiger  economies: 
South  Wales.  The  ■ one-thne 
heartland  of  heavy  industry 
and  labour . militancy  is 
undemitting  the  Par  East 
bringing  hack  to  Britain  jobs, 
long  lest  to  foe  developing . 
world.  - ...  ..  ’ . 

The  latest  to  come. home  is 
Ronson's  highly  ffuccessfltii 
petrol  lifter,  foe'  Typhoon,  ‘ 
heading  for  Cwmbran  in 
Gwent  after  many  years  on 
the  Pacific  Rim. 

With  Korean  wage  rates 
pressing  -upwards  as-;  the 
country  follows  the.  trail 
blazed  by  the  Japanese,  Roth 
son's  chief  executive  Howard 
Hodge  so  a has  decided  to 
bring  foe  tools  and  the  work 
back  to  Britain.'  *■ 

He  disclosed  that  Korean 
pay  averages  £10,W0-£J2 
year,  against  £8,000-£10,000  in 
South  Wales,  while  insisting 


ijf  j -mi 


the  move  back  to  Wales  was 
hot  entirely  based  on  relative 
wage  costs.  Manufijcturing  in 

Wales  will  eliminate  shipping 

costs,  he  ‘said,  and  allow  Ron- 
son  to  stick  s Unfan  Jack  — 
whose  kudos  is  “consider- 
able^ —on  foe  lighter. 

. Already  Premier  Pressings, 
foe.  Trebpotfs.  honfoto-be,; 


makes  foe  far  more  complex 
upmarket  Ronson  gas 
lifters,  and  Mr  Hodgeson  is 
more  than  happy  with  the 
results.  “The  British  worker 
is  not  the  worker  that  I grew 
, up  with  in  the  1960s,  with  his 
tea  breaks  and  his  strikes.” 
he  said.  “Today's  employee  is 
a quality  worker.”  And,  of  foe 
-Cwmbran  team,  be  added: 
“We  believe  in  them". 

But  wage  costs  form  a criti- 
cal part  of  any  calculation, 
and  Mr  Hodgeson  is  con- 
vinced that  South  Korea  is 
mimicking  Japan,  transform- 
ing itself  from  a base  for  low- 
wage  manufacture  of  cheap 
and  cheerful  goods  tea  world- 
class  economic  player,  home 
of  international  giants  such 
as  Samsung,  Daewoo  and 
StnoChem.  In  foe  process,  in- 
comes rise. 

The  Welsh  can  console 
themselves  with  the  thought 
that  ha  one  country,  at  least, 
people  will  always  be  paid 
less  than  they  are:  China.  Mr 
Hodgeson  explained:  “The 
only  laboro-  cheaper  than  Chi- 
nese labour  is  no  labour." 


| Goldsmith  in  ‘cuckoo  land^ritl^edwo^ 


Donald  MacLeod 
Education  Correspondent 

^pEACHERS  at  a Notting- 

. I ham  school  are  to  strike 

from  tomorrow  after  rejecting 
a compromise  deal  over  foe 
future  education  of  a iJ-ysar- 
old  boy  who  was  expelled  for 
violent  and  disruptive 
behaviour. 

Talks  with  the  education 
authority  failed  to  reach 
agreement  over  Richard  Wild- 
ing, whose  expulsion  from 
GlaJsdafe  School  was , over- 
turned by  an  appeals  panel. 

Nigel  de  Grnchy.  general 
secretary  of  the  National 
Association  of  Schoolmasters 
Union  of  Women  Teachers  — 
which  has  20  of  foe  38  school’s 
staff  ■—  said:  “We  have  run 


out  of  time.  At  foe  moment 
there  is  no  plan  which  Is  ac- 
ceptable to  us  and  the 
teachers.” 

Despite  being  in  isolation 
this  week,  foe  boy  had  threat- 
ened another . pupil  with  a 
chair  and  had  been  allowed  to 
wander  around  corridors  in 
the  school,  he  said.  Teachers 
objected  to  the  plan  to  reinte- 
grate the  boy  into  classes  in 
time. 

Mr  de  Grnchy  said:  “Maybe 
the  parents  can  be  persuaded 
to  do  foe  sensible  thing,  be- 
cause it  Is  obvious  mere  has 
been  a total  breakdown  in  the 
relationship  between  the 
pupil  and  the  schooL 

"He  should  be  sent  to  a 
special  needs  school  which 
would  be  better  able  to  meet 
his  needs.  All  we  are  doing  is 


for 
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Divorce  bill 
survives  new 
Tory  rebellion 


Rebecca  Smlthors 
Political  Correspondent 


SIXTEEN  Government 
ministers  and  whips 
were  among  the  114 
Conservative  MPs 
who  registered  their  protest 
last  night  against  the  Lord 
Chancellor’s  wide-ranging 
divorce  reforms  by  voting 
against  the  plans  to  introduce 
no-fault  divorce. 

Although  the  Government 
survived  the  Commons  vote 
on  the  central  plank  of  the 
controversial  new  legislation, 
the  unexpected  strength  and 
seniority  of  the  Tory  opposi- 
tion. even  on  n free  vote,  was 
clearly  embarrassing  to  John 
Major's  battered  team. 
Among  the  10  middle-ranking 
and  junior  ministers  who 
rebelled  were  the  prisons 
minister  Aim  Widdecombe, 
health  ministers  John  Horaxn 
and  John  Bowls  and  foe  envi- 
ronment minister  James 
Clapp  ison. 

Undeterred  by  their  failure 
to  carry  their  amendments, 
rebels  from  all  parties,  led  by 
Tory  rightwingers,  will  con- 
tinue their  assault  on  the  leg- 
islation with  a flurry  of 
amendments  before  the  Lord 
Mackay,  foe  Lord  Chancel- 
lor’s, Bill  becomes  law.  . 

With  Labour  help,  foe  Gov- 
ernment swept  through  with 
a comfortable  majority  of  130, 
but  there  was  surprise  that 
senior  Conservatives  who 
bad  been  expected  to  toe  the 
line,  boosted  the  size  of  the 
Tory- protest  among  the  137 
MPs  who  voted  against  foe 
Government 

The  protest  turned  out  to  be 
more  substantial  than  the 
familiar  beauty  contest  of 
rightwing  rebels,  buoyed  by 
foe  success  of  their  euroscep- 
tic campaign  and  jockeying  to 
influence  the  direction  of  the 
party  in  the  post-Major  era. 

The  Family  Law  Bill  — 
which  has  already  had  a 
rocky  ride  In  foe  House  of 
Lords  where  peers  forced  a , 
number  of  significant  amend- ! 
ments  — was  starting  Its  com- 
mittee stage  on  the  floor  of 
the  House  of  foe  Commons. 
MPs  were  also  due  to  vote 


later  on  foe  Government's 
plans  for  a 12  month  waiting 
period  before  the  new- style  di- 
vorces coukl  be  granted. 

Among  the  lenders  of  tlie 
rebellion  were  the  former 
ministers  Edward  Leigh, 
John  Patten  and  John  Red- 
wood, who  have  consistently 
argued  that  the  Government's 
plans  undermine  marriage  by 
making  divorce  easier,  and 
will  help  to  push  up  the  spi- 
ralling divorce  rate. 

In  England  nml  Wales,  two 
out  of  every  five  marriages 
end  in  divorce,  and  the  two 
countries  now  have  the  high- 
est divorce  rate  in  Europe  — 
almost  twice  the  average.  In 
1994, 158,000  couples  divorced, 
with  165,000  children  aged 
under  16  involved  in  foe 
break-ups. 

The  Government  believes 
that  no-fault  divorce  will 
reduce  the  acrimony  of  mar- 
riage break-up  and  make  it 
easier  to  resolve  issues  such 
as  the  welfare  of  children, 
without  involving  the  courts. 

Opening  the  debate,  Mr 
Leigh  warned  of  the  cata- 
strophic effects  of  divorce  on 
children,  conceding  that 
while  Parliament  could  not 
stop  couples  splitting  up.  it 
could  lay  down  a moral  cor- 
nerstone for  guidance  to  mar- 
riagE  partners. 

Giving  way  frequently  to 
other  MPs,  he  questioned  the 
message  that  would  be  sent  to 
young  people  by  ending  fault. 

“What  sort  of  message  do 
we  want  to  send  out  to  young 
people?"  he  asked.  “The  mes- 
sage that  solemn  promises 
don’t  matter,  that  desertion 
doesn't  matter,  that  adultery 
is  not  reprehensible?" 

But  Roger  Freeman,  the 
Public  Services  Minister, 
speaking  for  the  Government, 
warned  MPs  that  retaining 
fault  would  lead  to 
confrontation. 

He  stressed  that  the  Bill 
would  make  divorce  more  dif- 
ficult than  it  was  at  present 

Among  senior  Tories  who 
spoke  aginst  the  reforms  was 
Dame  Angela  Rumbold 
(Mitcham  and  Morden)  who 
said  efforts  should  be  concen- 
trated on  making  foe  mar- 
riage contract  more  solid. 


- *•  . ____ 
‘.  S' 


SIR  Jhmes  Goldsmith  in  referendum  cm  Europe  foL  ‘cloud  cuckoo  tend’.  Red- 
London  yesterday,  where  lowed  by  renegotiation  of  wood  and  Goldsmith  agree, 
he  made  common  cause  with  British  membership.  John  page  2 
John  Redwood  to  press  for  a Major  described  this  as  PHoroGtwHswisMm 


Teachers  to  strike  over  violent  teenager 


striking  in  defence  of  sensible 
discipline."  The  union  stood 
ready  to  call  the  strike  off  at  a 
moment's  notice  once  it  heard 
a "constructive  decision"  had 
been  reached. 

Members  of  the  NASUWT 
claim  he  has  been  involved  in 
more  than  38  incidents,  and 
they  are  unhappy  with  the 
compromise  worked  out  be- 
tween officials  and  his 
parents  for  a partial  return  to 
the  school.  They  are  now 
poised  to  take  action  that 
would  close  the  600-pupil 

comprehensive. 

Officials  had  agreed  with 
Richard’s  parents  a £400-a-  ■ 
week  programme,  under 
which  he  would  be  taught  in- , 
divid.ually  at  the  school, 
spend  part  of  foe  week  at  a 
Turn  to  page  2.  column  8 
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BHpai  Redwood  and  Goldsmith  agree  on 
Members  joined  referendum  but  disagree  on  tactics 

in  holy  acrimony 
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Simon  Hoggart 

THE  House  yesterday  de- 
bated the  Family  Law 
Bill,  which  mainly  con- 
cerns divorce.  There  was  a 
free  vote,  which  I always  en- 
joy. since  the  Commons  has  a 
certain  charm  when  MPs  do 
not  have  to  stick  to  a script 
provided  by  the  Whips.  In- 
stead we  are  invited  to  paddle 
in  their  streams  of 
consciousness. 

For  instance.  Dr  Jeremy 
Bray  (Lab.  Motherwell  S).  an- 
nounced — to  my  surprise  — 
that  a while  ago  the  Church  of 
England  had  contemplated  in- 
troducing two  levels  of  mar- 
riage, one  involving  total  com- 
mitment and  the  other  only  a 
qualified  commitment 
One  wondered  how  the  new 
semi-marriage  service  would 
go.  “Wilt  thou  forsake  most 
others,  so  long  as  ye  both  shall 
live,  or  ye  get  really  fed  up, 
whichever  comes  first?  To 
have  and  to  hold,  from  this 
day  forward,  for  better,  for 
richer,  in  fitness  and  in 
wealth,  till  someone  a bit  tast- 
ier comes  along . . 

The  debate  concerned  no- 
fault divorce.  Many  MPs,  not 
all  rightwing  Conservatives, 
spoke  against  this.  Edward 
Leigh  (C,  Gainsborough)  had 
found  the  man  to  blame.  Sur- 
prisingly. this  turned  out  to  be 
Ronald  Reagan. 

To  most  nghtwing  Tories 
the  former  president  was  a 
man  who  could  do  no  wrong. 
Of  course,  in  their  view  he  did 
not  begin  to  compare  with 
Margaret  Thatcher,  having  a 
skull  filled  with  styrofoam. 
They  saw  h lm  as  a cross  be- 
tween Stan  Laurel  and  John 
the  Baptist 

It  turned  out  that  as  gover- 
nor of  California  he  had 
brought  in  the  first  no-fault 
divorce  law  and  subsequently 
every  other  state  In  the  union 
had  followed.  (The  problem  for 
supporters  of  the  former  pres- 
ident is  that  while  he  was  a 
man  whose  instincts  were  in- 
variably correct,  and  whose 
political  will  was  unswerving. 


he  did  some  really  stupid 
things.)  Anyhow,  according  to 
Mr  Leigh,  the  states  were  now 
lining  up  to  change  the  law 
back. 

For  a Tory  rightwinger  to 
criticise  Ronald  Reagan  is 
Strange  enough,  but  Mr  Leigh 
astonished  us  more  with  a 
brief  encomium  of  the  Duch- 
ess of  York  (or  whatever  her 
title  is  these  days).  He  praised 
her  separation.  “This  was  not 
a quickie  divorce,  but  it  was 
after  two  years,  and,  as  we 
know,  they  remain  the  bestest 
of  friends.” 

Offering  Andrew  and  Fergie 
as  a model  of  how  to  conduct 
your  affairs  (or  even  your 
affaires)  is  unusual,  to  say  the 
least 

After  Dr  Bray  we  heard  Mr 
Patrick  Ntcholls  (C,  Teign- 
bridge),  who  used  to  be  a full- 
time divorce  lawyer.  I was 
reminded  of  the  American 
joke:  “Why  do  people  take  an 
instantaneous  dislike  to  law- 
yers? Because  it  saves  so 
much  time."  But  Mr  Nicholls 
made  a speech  of  real  passion. 

It  was  sometimes  gibberish 
(“the  bottomless  pit  of  misery 
in  which  many  unhappily 
married  people  put  each  other 
is  bottomless")  but  the  blend 
of  experience  and  sincerity  is 
something  we  rarely  hear 
these  days.  His  description  of 
the  old,  fault-finding  divorce 
trials  ("there  is  no  video  nasty 
which  is  more  horrifying  and 
squirmingly  embarrassing 
. . .”)  was  moving  and 
powerful. 

Earlier  Mr  Michael  Fabri- 
cant  introduced  a curious  bill 
designed  to  “strengthen  insti- 
tutions" between  Britain,  the 
US.  and  the  old  Dominions. 
Quite  how  you  do  that  by  law  I 
do  not  see.  Still,  it  gives  me  the 
chance  to  apologise  to  Mr  Fab- 
ricant  for  suggesting  that  he 
has  joined  the  chicken-run.  In 
fact,  his  seat  has  been  abol- 
ished, and  his  new  constitu- 
ency overlaps  the  old.  My 
apologies. . 

I have  asked  Mr  Fabricant, 
as  a quid  pro  quo,  to  tell  me 
whether  his  hair  is  a wig.  I 
shall  report  his  reply. 

STOP  PRESS:  This  has  just 
arrived,  addressed  to  “Simon 
Hoggart  MP”.  which  is  kind. 

He  writes:  “I  shall  keep  you 
guessing.  I'll  just  say  ‘it  is  not 
what  it  seems.'"  I think  he's 
telling  us  it  is  real,  and  indeed 
many  of  his  colleagues  insist 
that  no  one  would  conceivably 
buy  a hairpiece  which  looked 
like  that 


First  night 


Better  than  chic 
to  chic  any  day 


Caroline  Sullivan 

k-d.  Lang 

Birmingham  Academy 


WHAT  greater  sign  of 
mass  approval  than  to 
be  invited  to  perform 
your  new  single  in  the 
National  Lottery  Show?  Yet 
k.  d.  lang,  who  will  do  so  on 
May  -J,  would  not  have  been 
asked  if  the  lottery  had  existed 
10  years  ago.  Out  lesbian  sing- 
ers, thin  on  the  ground  now. 
hardly  existed  then,  and  the 
mild-mannered,  lower-cased 
k.  d.  was  considered  posi- 
tively dangerous  at  first. 

How  n hit  album  and  a 
Grammy  changed  percep- 
tions. Since  1992's  platinum- 
selling  Ingenue,  lang  has  not 
only  been  welcome  at  the  best 
venues,  she  has  become  a 
benchmark  of  vocal  elegance. 
Utterly  clear  and  emotive,  her 
voice  is  almost  unparalleled 
in  pop,  and  her  following  has 
been  augmented  by  straight 
couples  wooed  by  herability 
to  illuminate  mainstream 
love  songs.  But  few  heterosex- 
uals go  to  her  gigs.  The  open- 
ing night  of  her  first  British 
tour  for  three  years  was  over- 
whelmingly populated  by  gay 
women  there  to  worship  the 
“big-boned  gal  from  Alberta" 
(those  bones  are  draped  In 
quiet  trouser-suits  these  days, 
alter  an  ill-advised  flirtation 
with  Italian  designers). 

Lane  Is  singing  better  than 
ever,  but  seems  to  be  treading 
water  careerw  ise.  The  cur- 
rent record.  All  You  Can  Eat 
has  enjoyed  nothing  like  the 
success  of  its  predecessor, 
forcing  the  capacity  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Academy  to  be 
reduced  "to  preserve  the  inti- 
macy of  the  performance".  But 


if  lang  never  regains  the  giddy 
heights  of  being  shaved  by 
Cindy  Crawford  on  the  cover 
of  Vanity  Fair,  it  is  our  loss. 

Even  if  she  did  notown  that 
voice,  whose  rare  beauty 
leaves  one  stupid  with  awe, 
she  would  put  on  quite  a show. 
Sbe  is  easily  more  comfort- 
able on  stage  than  off,  drink- 
ing in  the  adoration  of  her 
girls,  who  approach  the  stage 
with  flowers  and  sweets.  Both 
a comedian  and  a tease,  she 
dons  a succession  of  increas- 
ingly glittery  jackets  while 
chatting  about  her  unrequited 
passion  for  Uma  Thurman. 

Her  Justus- girls  manner 
makes  us  all  honorary  lesbi- 
ans for  the  night — and  it  is 
worth  noting  that  her  casual 
references  to  her  sexuality  are 
more  persuasive  than  all  of 
Madonna's  panting  bisexual 
chic. 

Much  of  the  music  harks 
back  to  k.  d's  country  roots. 
She  resurrects  old  numbers 
like  Two  C igarettes  In  An  Ash- 
tray and  Roy  Orbison's  Cry- 
ing, which  dip  into  her  reser- 
voir of  bathos.  Country 
schmaltz,  rather  than  her  cur- 
rent lounge  pop.  is  what  lang 
was  made  for. 

Lang  surrenders  to  the  ma- 
jestic cominess  of  it  afl. 
backed  to  perfection  by  Ozzy 
Os bou  me’s  former  guitarist 
The  group  includes  a former 
Janet  JacksonUe,  whose  belief 
that  he  was  joining  a “kinder, 
gentler"  band  must  have  been 
sha  tiered  by  king’s  penchant 
far  dancing  on  the  piano. 

The  contradictory  facets  of 
kathy  dawn  lang  mesh  seam- 
lessly and  seductively  in  this 
show'.  I would  lock  up  my 
daughters. 

This  review  appeared  in  later 
editions  yesterday 


‘Bomb’  bank  offers  to  pay 
cost  of  detonating  postbag 


Alan  Watkins 

BARCLAYS  Bank  took  the 
unusual  step  yesterday  of 
offering  to  pay  towards  the 
cost  of  a police  and  bomb  dis- 
posal operation  after  a suspi- 
cious package  blown  up  at 
one  of  its  branches  turned  out 
to  be  full  of  its  own 
documents. 


The  incident  happened  in 
the  early  hours  of  Tuesday 
morning  at  Stowmarket,  Suf- 
folk. after  a passerby  found  a 
box-like  object  left  against  the 
wall  of  the  bank. 

Police  sealed  off  the  area  for 
more  than  four  hours  and 
called  in  the  army,  who  in- 
spected the  object  and  found 
it  to  be  au  official  Barclays 
post  bag. 


Michael  White 
and  Simon  Pornris 

JOHN  Redwood  made 
common  cause  yester- 
day . with  Sir  James 
Goldsmith  to  press 
John  Major’s  cabinet  for  a ref- 
erendum on  European  feder- 
alism — possibly  before  the 
coming  general  election  — in 
the  hope  of  bringing  about  a 
fundamental  renegotiation  of 
the  Treaty  of  Rome. 

The  former  Tory  leadership 
challenger  repeatedly  stressed 
he  will  not  break  ranks  with 
his  party.  He  predictably 
Called  to  persuade  the  billion- 
aire ftnarminr  to  drop  big 
threat  to  run  pro-referendum 
candidates  against  sitting 
MPs  in  the  election  — risking 
the  prospect,  Mr  Redwood 
warned  Sir  James,  of  helping 
to  oust  Mr  Major  from  power. 
Sir  Janies  made  clear  hi* 


desire  for  an  advisory  refer- 
endum — “Who  should  run  | 
Britain:  Westminster  or  Bros-  j 

I ss  la?"  — followed  by  a renego- 
tiation of  British  membership 
and  a second,  binding  referen- 
dum. Many  Tories  regard 
such  talk  as  tantamount  to 
withdrawal  from  the  Euro- 
pean Union,  which  Mr  Major 
described  as  “cloud  cuckoo 
land"  yesterday. 

Mr  Redwood  told  Sir  James 
that  the  government  was 
"moving  in  the  direction  of 
renegotiation''. 

In  flattering . acknowledge- 
ment of  each'  other’s  role,  he 
and  Sir  James  agreed  they 
wanted  “the  same  kind  of 
Europe”,  and  disagreed 
mainly  over  tactics.  One  op- 
tion they  discussed  was  a 
snap  referendum  to  wrong- 
foot the  Labour  leader,  Tony 
Blair,  followed  by  a trium- 
phant election  wunpuign  If 
the  anti-federalists  won. 


As  the  pair' met  for  50  min- 
utes at  London’s  Dorchester 
Hotel,  Tory  MPs  were  assess- 
ing the  impact  of  Mr  Major’s 
latest  attempt,  to  heal  the 
deepening  party  wound  over 
Europe,  exacerbated  this 
week  by  the  confused  cabinet 
flipnaig  over  the  beef  crisis. 
Ministers  met  again  yester- 
day to  thrash  out  acceptable 
terms  for  the  EU  to  lift  the 
beef  ban. 

■ In  a calculated  balancing 
act.  the  Prime  Minister  urged 
both  sides  of  his  party  — and 
federalists  across  the  Channel 
— to  abandon  “stereotypes 
and  slogans”  in  favour  of 
realism. 

. “As  Prime  Minister  I be- 
lieve it  does  the  country  no 
service  to  suggest  that  the 
only  choice  we  face  Is  either 
to  go  along  with  every  de- 
mand our  partners  make  or 
head  for  the  exit  That  is 
naive- and  damapirMr  and  just 


.plain,  wrong,"  he  . told  the  In- 
stitute ctf  Directors  annual 
conference  in  London. 

Bat  Mr  Major  simulta- 
neously laid  down  tough 
terms  for  Britain’s  continued 
cooperation,  including  an  ex- 
plicit throat  to  veto  future  EU 
legislation  if  pasting  agree- 
ments are  “undermined  by 
shifts  In  interpretation"  — a 
-direct  dig  at  backdoor  exten- 
sions of  the  social  chapter. 

“I  don’t  want  to  be  misun- 
derstood about  this:  if  old 

agreements  are  to  be  broken, 
I don't  see  how  we  can  reach 
new  ones,”  he  warned.  With 
the  ETTs  15  member  states  en- 
gaged in  the  year-long.  Maas- 
tricht review  conference,  that 
is  no  idle  threat. 

Disillusioned  Tory  MPs  and 
activists  will  need  more  than 
words  to  be  convinced  minis- 
tors  have  the  will  to  stand  up 
for  Britain  against  the  EU. 
With  ministers'  supporters 


blaming  each  other  for  this 
weekend’s  on-off  threats  to 
retaliate  against  Europe  for 
the  beef  ban.  the  Agriculture 
Minister,  Douglas  Hogg, 
warned  farmers’  leaders  yes- 
terday that  "there  is  still  a lot 
persuasion”  needed  if  next 
Monday's  meeting  of  farm 
ministers  is  to  start  a step-by- 
step  lifting  of  the  ban. 

“It  could  take  some  tune.  It 
might  involve  — probably 
will  involve  — moving  in 
Steps,"  said  Mr  Hogg  who 
promised  to  “put  some  flesh  ’ 
on  new  ideas.  Including  a 
likely  selective  cull  from  BSE- 

infectedberds. 

In  a buoyant  mood  at  the 
IoD,  Mr  Major  insisted  that 
Europe  was  “beginning  to 
envy  our  success"  in  restor- 
ing economic  competitive- 
ness. He  also  hit  out  at  the 
kittle.  England"  thinking  of 
Euroscsptics-  “Frankly  the 
idea  that  if  we  were  outside 


Labour  MP  and  Blair  aide  clash  in  court 


DavM  PaHlster 

ONE  of  the  most  endur- 
ing personality  con- 
flicts in  the  Labour 
Party  erupted  in  the  High 
Court  yesterday  when  MP 
George  Galloway  launched  a 
vitriolic  attack  on  Tony 
Blair's  press  secretary,  Alas- 
tair  Campbell,  in  hi3  role  as 
political  editor  of  Robert  Max- 
well's Daily  Mima:  four  years 
ago. 

Giving  evidence  for  Rupert 
Allason,  Tory  MP  for  Torbay, 
in  bis  action  against  the  Mir- 
ror  for  publishing  a malicious 
falsehood,  Mr  Galloway  de- 1 
scribed  Mr  Campbell  as  Mr  I 
Maxwell’s  “hired  character 
assassin”. 

Mr  Galloway,  Labour  MP 
for  Glasgow  Hillhead,  claimed 
he  saw  Mr  Campbell  in  the 
House  of  Commons  soliciting 
a Labour  MP  to  sign  an  early 
day  motion  critical  of  Mr  Al- 
lason. He  took  particular 
notice  of  the  motion  in  Mr 
Campbell's  hand.  He  said:  “I 
always  kept  a weather  eye  on 
what  he  was  up  to,  which  was 
generally  no  good." 

Asked  by  Charles  Gray.  QC. 
for  the  Mirror,  what  his  feel- 
ings towards  Mr  Campbell 
were,  he  replied:  “I  have  to 
keep  them  to  myself  but  in  a 
court  of  law  ...  a man  who 
did  service  with  such  gusto 
for  the  greatest  thief  in-  the 
20th  century  is  a person  to 
keep  a wary  eye  on." 

Mr  Campbell  has  denied 
having  anything  to  do  with 
preparing  or  tabling  the  mo- 
tion. although  the  court  heard 
it  was  drafted  by  one  of  his 
colleagues,  David  Bradshaw. 

A story  on.  the  motion  in  the 
Mirror  said  50  MPs  were  call- 
ing on  Mr  Allason  to  donate 
£250,000  libel  damages  he  had 
won  from  the  Mirror  Group  to 
the  Maxwell  pensioners. 

Mr  Galloway  agreed  that  as 
a fierce  critic  of  Mr  Maxwell 
he  had  often  been  the  subject 
of  advene  stories  in  the  Mir- 
ror. “I  was  frequently  on  the 


receiving  end  of  his  lash."  asked  if  he  would  table  it.  He 

He  was  angry  at  the  motion  suggested  Mr  Boyce.  He  as- 
which,  in  his  experience,  was  sured  Mr  Bradshaw  he  and 


an  unprecedent  attack  on  an  Mr  Boyce  would  get  50  MPs  to 
MP.  As  a result,  he  tipped  off  sign  it.  In  the  event,  only 


Mr  Allason.  seven  did  that  evening. 

Mr  Gray  put  to  him  that  Mr  Earlier,  Charles  Wilson, 
Campbell  never  had  the  mo-  managing  director  of  Mirror 
tion  in  his  hand,  and  had  not  Group  Newspapers  and  acting 
spoken  to  an  MP  about  it  “I  editor  of  the  Independant 


don’t  know  anyone  who  be-  was  subpoenaed  to  explain 


lieves  that"  he  replied. 

Mr  Galloway  said  when  he 
tackled  the  Labour  MP  who 


his  oversight  of  Mr  Allason 's 
complaint  in  November  1992. 


tabled  the  motion,  the  late  the  in-house  investigation,  or-  truth  about  what  happened 


Jimmy  Boyce,  he  was  in  tears 
and  full  of  remorse. 

Another  Labour  MP,  Rich- 


dered  by  David  Montgomery, 
the  chief  executive,  to  the 
legal  director,  Arthur  David- 


ard  Cabom.  said  he  was  ap-  son,  QC,  a former  shadow  at- 
proached  with  the  draft  mo-  torney  general.  Mr  Wilson 


Superman  actress  found 
‘lost  and  disorientated’ 


Christopher  Reed 
In  Los  Angeles 

MARGOT  KIDDER,  the 
actress  who  played 
Lois  Lane  in  the 
Superman  films,  was  in  hos- 
pital in  Los  Angeles  yesterday 
after  being  found  cowering 
and  disorientated  in  a sub- 
urban garden. 

Ms  Kidder,  aged  47,  has  suf- 
fered from  health  problems 
since  a Aiming  accident  six 
years  ago.  and  foced  ruin  be- 
cause her  insurance  cover 
was  inadequate.  She  was 
“frightened,  paranoid,  dirty 
and  dishevelled,  and  obvi- 
ously mentally  confused", 
said  a spokesman  for  the 
police  in  the  Los  Angeles  sub- 
urb of  Glendale. 

Ms  Kidder  had  last  been 
seen  on  Saturday  evening  at 
Los  Angeles  International  air- 
port. smartly  dressed,  waiting 
for  a flight  to  Phoenix.  Ari- 
zona. which  she  did  not 
board.  But  when  she  was 
found  on  Tuesday  in  Glen- 
dale. ii  miles  tVom  the  air- 
port,  she  "looked  like  a trail- 


Margot  Kidder:  Suffered 
health  problems  for  years 

sient.  a hobo",  William  Min- 
arik.  who  saw  her  then,  said. 
Her  hair  had  been  crudely  cut 
off. 

Detectives  are  waiting  to  in- 
terview her  in  detail  but  so 
far  do  not  believe  she  was 
abducted. 

The  Canadian- bom  actress, 
who  hecame  famous  in  lEiTR 


with  the  first  of  the  four 
Superman  films  where  she 
starred  opposite  Christopher 
Reeve,  has  made  more  than  30 
films  and  TV  shows.  Her  best- 
known  role  other  than  Super- 
man's girlfriend,  which  she 
last  played  in  1988,  was  in  The 
Amityville  Horror  in  1979. 

An  accident  In  1990  while 
Aiming  a television  series  left 
her  occasionally  confined  to  a 
wheelchair,  with  persistent 
and  intense  pain  from  neck 
injuries. 

In  1992  Ms  Kidder  told : 
People  magazine  that  she  was  i 
taking  painkillers  but  they . 
left  her  mind  “muddied".  Sur- : 
gery  eventually  cured  her  I 
neck  problems  but  her  rnsur-  j 
ance  company  refhsed  to  pay  i 
the  bills,  which  went  into  six 
figures,  and  the  financial  cri- 1 
sis  pushed  her  into  near  I 
bankruptcy.  The  magazine  I 
said  she  was  broke  and  living 
in  a small  flat  in  Hollywood. 

Her  Superman  ca-star 
Christopher  Reeve  is  now  in  a 
wheelchair,  paralysed  from 
the  neck  down  after  a show- 
jumping  accident  almost  a 
! year  ago. 


Afastair  Campbell,  formerly  on  Robert 
Maxwell’s  Daily  Mirror,  now  Tony  Blair’s 
press  secretary,  who  was  attacked  in  court 
by  George  Galloway  MP  yesterday.  Mr 
Campbell  was,  he  said,  'a  man  who  did 
service  with  such  gusto  for  the  greatest  thief 
in  the  20th  century'  and  ‘is  a person  to  keep  a 
wary  eye  on’ 

tion  by  Mr  Bradshaw  and  I said  he  concluded  that  Mr 


George  Galloway  MP,  agreed  with  Charles 
Gray,  QC,  for  the  Daily  Mirror,  that  as  a fierce 
critic  of  Maxwell  he  had  often  been  the 
subject  of  adverse  stories  in  the  Mirror  about 
his  personal  and  political  career.  *1  was 
frequently  on  the  receiving  end  of  his  lash, 
and  his  lackeys  were  frequently  writing 
about  me’ 


the  EU  we  could  somehow  be- 
come a trading  haven  on  the 
edge  of  Europe  with  au  mi 
benefits  of  that  vital  market 
of  S70  million,  while  others  ns 
the  rules  without  any  regard 
at  all  to  our  national  self-in- 
terest is  cloud  cuckoo  land- 

With  some  Tory  sceptics 
sharing  Mr  Redwood's  hunch 
that  a seismic  shift  m public 
attitudes  is  under  way.  they 
believe  Europe  is  the  key  to 
election  victory  over  Labour. 
They  claimed  a moral  victory 
after  66  Tory  MPs  voted  on 
Tuesday  for  a bill  to  curb  the 
European  Court  of  Justice. 

Last  night  Sir  James 
praised  Mr  Redwood.  "I  rec- 
ognise that  he  is  part  of  the 
party  of  government  and  as 
such  he  has  to  fight  within 
the  Tory  party  for  a broad 
number  of  issues  and  one  of 
the  issues  he  is  fighting  for  is 
r a referendum  on  Europe,”  he 
said. 


Teachers  to  go 
on  strike  as 
violent  pupil 
stays  at  school 

continued  from  page  1 
special  unit  and  receive  home 
tuition.  Rita  and  Philip  Wild- 
ing, whose  eldest  son  was  ex- 
pelled from  the  school,  said 
Richard  was  not  as  bad  as  he 
was  painted. 

Last  night  Mr  de  Gruchy 
dismissed  the  offer  as  “a 
bizarre  and  baffling  arrange- 
ment". He  said  it  was  "pro- 
foundly unsatisfactory". 

Gillian  Shephard,  the  Edu- 
cation and  Employment  Sec- 
retary, pledged  to  review  the 
appeals  system  for  disruptive 
schoolchildren. 

The  Government  would 
look  at  the  appeals  system, 
under  which  parents  could 
challenge  a school’s  decision 
to  expel  their  child,  as  part  of 
a crackdown  on  indiscipline 
in  schools.  “We  need  to  look 
at  the  right  of  appeal,  espe- 
cially where  extreme  cases 
are  involved,"  she  said. 

Headteachers  have  been 
pressing  her  to  issue  stricter 
guidance  to  panels,  to  give 
greater  weight  to  the  school's 
reasons  for  expelling  a pupiL 
Giaisdale  School’s  head- 
teacher, David  Higgins,  and 
governors  did  not  attend  the 
appeal  hearing  which  ordered 
Richard  Wilding  back  to  the 
school. 

A spokesman  at  the  Depart- 
ment for  Education  and  Em- 
ployment said  the  teachers' 
decision  was  “regrettable" 
and  urged  the  education  au- 
thority to  redouble  its  efforts 
to  find  a solution. 

An  education  authority 
spokesman  said  talks  would 
continue  “with  all  parties" 
and  there  would  be  a full 
statement  this  morning.  Mr 
de  Gruchy  understood  the  au- 
thority waa  talking  to  Rich- 
ard's parents  and  their  law- 
yer tonight  in  the  hope  of 
persuading  them  to  think 
again. 


asked  if  he  would  table  it.  He  Campbell's  assurance  he  had 
suggested  Mr  Boyce.  He  as-  not  played  a part  In  the  early 


sured  Mr  Bradshaw  he  and  day  motion  was  well-founded. 
Mr  Boyce  would  get  50  MPs  to  But  he  did  not  know  who  had 


drafted  it 

Asked  If  he  would  be  sur- 
prised to  learn  it  was  his  own 


managing  director  of  Mirror  political  correspondent,  be 
Group  Newspapers  and  acting  said:  ‘1  see  no  reason  why  I 


should  be  surprised  ...  It  was 
four  years  ago." 

The  judge.  Sir  Maurice 
Drake,  said:  “This  court  is 


He  said  he  had  delegated  concerned  to  find  out  the 


with  the  EDM.  David  Mont- 
gomery asked  you  to  investi- 
gate and  you  might  be  ex- 
pected to  give  more  help  than 
anyone  else." 
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Predominance 
of  flashing 
blue  lights 
on  schedules 
earns  ITV 
censure 


I)  ITV  end  of  ye^  re^  W 

W Performance  of  tfie  Independent  TV.  - • 


Andrew  Cuff  - 
Media  Correspondent 

ITV  schedules  are  becom- 
ing dominated  by  enter- 
tainment shows  at  the  ex- 
pense ;of : documentary  jancfc 
aits  output,1  the-  Independent 
Television  Commission 

warned  yesterday. . 

It  criticised  the  network  Tor 
being  too  heavily  reliant  tm 
blue  flashing  lights  with  an 
excess  of  real-life  and  fic- 
tional crime  programmes. 

The  regional  ITV  compa- 
nies were  told  not  to  jeopar- 
dise the. future  of  local  pro- 
gramming through  mergers 
and  co-production  deals. 

Channel  4 avoided  further 
censure  over  taste  and  de- 
cency issues  but  was  criti- 
cised tor  relying,  too  heavily 
on  American  imports  and 
repeats. 

Launching  the  commis- 
sion ‘s  annual  performance 
reviews,  its  new  chief  execu- 
tive. Peter  Rogers,  said  ITV 
was  at  risk  of  narrowing  its 
output  to  a more  popular 
agenda. 

The  review  said;  “The  1TC 
identifies  a. noticeable  shift  in 

Hie  overall  balance  of  the 
schedule  towards  more  enter- 
tainment-led programmes. 
The  network  schedule  con- 
tained a higher  level  -of1 
drama,  entertainment  and  | 
light  factual  programming 
and  less  documentary  and 
arts  output  and  the  less  obvi- 
ously popular  programming, 
such  as  -education,  religion 
and  arts,  was  often  in  the 
margin  of  the  schedule." 

Mr  Rogers  .said: . “We  are 
not  opposed  to  entertaining 
programmes,  but  it  is  a mat-, 
ter  of  balance.  We  think  the 
balance  has  shifted  and  is  ap- 


proaching. or  Is  at  the  lipiils 
of  where  it  should  be.** 

In  1995.  drama  output  bad 
increased  by  27.  minutes  a 
week  and  entertainment  by  46 
minutes.  £4r  Rogers  said  too 
, nya^"doqimmjtaries^c»ncen- , 

'overall  quality  of  JTVs^ 
cfemma  , was-  praised,  but  the 
focus  toidtdima  and  factual 
prpgtonxneswds  said  to  be  too 
frequently  on  police  work  and  j 
crime.  -•  . . 

Carlton’s  Police;  Camera. 1 
Action!,  presented  by  AlastaSr 
Stev^rt  sbowed  little  sign  of 
quafity 'and  consisted  largely 
of  traffic ‘police  Video  record- 1 
togs;  thft  conmrissten,  said.  - . 

A two-hour  ITN  special. 
Police.  Action.  Live,  designed 
to  show  police  at  workon  a 
Saturday  night  was  also 
criticised. 

Mr  Rogers  said:  “With  this 
programme  everyone  was 
waiting  around  for  something 
to  happen  and  it  never  did  — 
all  the  drunks  stayed  at  home 
and  watched  it  .. . We  have 
nothing  against  cheap  pro- 
gramming if  it  works  wen. 
but  some  of  it  is  a bit  tacky. 
The  amount  of  police  and 
crime  shows  Is  near  its 
limit.** 

. Clive  Jones,  chief  executive 
dr  Carlton  UK  Television,  sa  id 
Police.  Camera.  Action!,  which 
featured  car  chases  and  motor-, 
way  madness,  attracted  16  roll- 
lkm  viewers  and  had  been 
commended  by  the  Association 
of  Chief  Police  Officers. 

“The  criticism  is  a little 
silly  _ — we  only  make  six  a 
year  and  they  have  to  be  seen 
in  the  context  of  ITVs  factual 
output,  including  Network 
First.  World  in  Action,  and 
3D.** 

Leslie  HOI.  chairman  of  the 
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Above:  The  Good 
Sex  Guide  Abroad 
(presenter,  Margi 
Clarke)  breached 
taste  and 
decency  rules  and 
ITC  rejected  its 
classification  as 
an  education 
programme 

Top  left:  The 
Politician’s  Wife, 
with  Juliet 
Stephenson,  was 
Channel  4’s 
gripping  tale  of 
modem  morals 

Middle  left:  The 
robust  comedy  of 
Jack  Dee’s 
Saturday  Night 
provoked  many 
complaints 

’Little  sign  of  high 
quality’  in  Police, 
Camera,  Action! 
(presenter, 
Alastair  Stewart) 
which  relied  on 
police  traffic 
videos 


Sou/cc  Mtpmxkrt  7devfskw  Commission 
wwe  srovaveiJEna.  paddy  najst  amdrewculp 


ITV  Association,  said  crime 
shows  had  an  enduring  popu- 
larity: “A  schedule  which  is 
strong. on  entertainment  is  ex- 
tremely popular  with 
viewers.**  . . 

The  commission  said  the 
Saturday  night  schedule  — 
dominated  by  Gladiators, 
Baywatch,  and  Blind  Date  — 
was  “rather  tired**. 


Mr  Rogers  said  regional 
programming  had  been  the 
founding  stone  upon  which 
the  network  was  constructed. 
TOe  Increasing  number  af  co- 
productions amid  dilute  local 
content,  be  said. 

- “It  is  a significant  and  un- 
welcome shift,  related  to 
mergers  and  acquisitions,”  he 
added.  “Companies  coming 


together  see  this  as  a rela- 
tively easy  way  to  produce 
programmes.”  1 

Sir  Michael  Bishop,  chair- 
man at  Channel  4,  praised  for 
its  high  general  standards 
and  distinctive  character, 
said  progress  was  being  made 
to  reduce  the  high  level  of 
repeats. 

“However,  the  present  im- 


balance is  the  direct  result  of 
the  funding  formula,  which 
has  already  diverted  some 
£169  million  in  just  three 
years  out  of  programmes  to 
the  shareholders  of  ITV.” 

1995  Performance  Reviews, 

ITC  Information  Office,  33  Foley 
Street  London.  W1P  7LB;  0171 
2553000. 


Saudi  prince’s  warning  raises  British  export  fears  I Labour  waives  rules  to  help  Howarth  win  seat 


Roger  Cows 

BRITISH  businesses  are 
preparing  for  farther  fall- 
out from  the  diplomatic  row 
with  Saudi  .Arabia,  after  a 
warning  yesterday  from  'the 
interior  minister.  Prince 
Naye£  that  his  government 
can  turn  to  friendly  countries 
rather  than  buying  British.  ■ 
An  impending  £600  million 
order  for  Challenger  tanks,  to 
be  built  by-  Vickers;  is  consid- 
ered vulnerable  -to  the 
squabble  over  Saudi  dissident 
Mohammad  -A1 -Mas’ari, 
whose  deportation  froth  Brit-' 
ain  was  blocked  by  theiCeurt 
of  Appeal  last  month.  , . 

Prince  Nayef  said  Saudi 
Arabia  did  not  attempt  to  im- 
pose its  views  on  any  country, 
but  was  free  to  shop  else- 
where if  Britain,  proved  un- 
friendly. 

•’We  can  distinguish  a 
friend  from  .an  enemy  .and 
recognise  who  wants  to  keep  . 
his  interests  with  us  and  who 1 
. does  not  care  about  these  lit  i 
lerests.  And  we  eah  find  what 
we  need  anywhere  in  the 
world,  we  say  that  a - friend  - 
does  not  harm  his-  friend, 
Prince  Nayef  told  a London-' 
based  Saiudi  newspaper.  • 
He  attacked  peopte  in  the 
.media  and  In  Parijainent  for; 


what  he  described  as  hatred 
against  the  country  and  its 
religion. '■■’They  say -our 
-country  is  unstable  and 
shaky,  thus  hurting  the  inter- 
ests of  the  kingdom,”  be  said. 
“Certainly  this  Is  not  friendly 
behaviour.  They  repeat  did 
lies,  and  this  means  there  is 
hatred  againstfbe  kingdom.” 

Hi s comments  raised  fears 
for  Britain's  £1.6.  billion  ex- 
ports to  Saudi  Arabia.  The 
Department  of  Trade  and  in- 
dustry has  insisted  there  is  no- 
discrimination  against  Brit- 
ish .suppliers,  but  business 
sources  say,  contracts  have 
virtually  dried  up. 

. On  Tuesday  Babcock,  the 

engineering  construction 
group;  said  It  had  abandoned 
attempts  to  win  business,  in 
Saudi  Arabia  after  it  had  be-, 
come  clear  that  contracts 
were  not.gotng.to  be  awarded. 
A .source  said;- “No  matter 
what  the  DTI  or  the  Saudis 
; say,  there  ls>  de  facto  ban  on' 
UK  contractors.” . 

Robin  Montgomery,  of  the 
Arab-British  Chamber  of  Co 
nrer-ce.  said:  'Tendering  In; 
the  Middle  Bast  is  a for  more 
political . than  an  . economic 
thing^Iower  bids  don’t  neces-’ 
sariiy  win.  and  the.Sandis  can . 
go  wherever  they  like.” '. 

‘..In  the  .past,  British 
businesses  benefitted  from. 


this'  political  influence  on  de- 
cisions. often  being  preferred 
for  defence  contracts  to  US 
manufacturers  who  were  im- 
plicated in  supplying  Israel 
But  British  defence  sources 
said  Vickers'  hopes  of  win- 
ning a contract  for  150  Chal- 
lenger tanks  could  he  dashed 
by  the  current  tension. 

Vickers  insisted.it  was  not 
involved  in  politics,  but  a de- 
fence source  said  the  com- 
pany feared  the  row  could  let 
hi  the  french  group,  GiaL 
- Britain  had  attempted  to 
soothe  Saudi  fears  about  op- 
position. activity  in  this 
country  by  attempting  to  de- 
port Mr  Mas’ari  who  fled  to 
Britain  last  year  and  is  apply- 
ing for  political  asylum.  But 
his  move  to 'the  Caribbean 
Island  of  Dominica  was 
blocked  by  the  appeal  court 
Last  week  the  Government 
announced  that. Mr  Mas'ari 
could  stay  for  four  years. 

Matters  were  -not  improved 
by  a BBC  programme  on 
human  rights  in  Saudi  Ara- 
■faia;-  broadcast-in  the  Middle 
East  which  featured  an  inter- 
view with  Mr  Mas'ari  The 
BBCs  contract  to  transmit  its 
Arabic  service  to  the  country 
;.was  promptly  cancelled  by 
©Tbit  Communications,  the 
f Italian. company  chaired  by  a 
cousin  of  Saudi  King  FabcL 


Patrick  Wtntour,  Chief 
PoOtteai  Corraapondewt 

THE  Labour  leadership 
cleared  the  way  yesterday 
for  Alan  Howarth.  the  Conser- 
vative MR'  who  defected  to 
Labour  last  October,  to  find  a 
safe  seat  to  contest  at  the  gen- 
eral election.  ' 

The  national  executive 
committee  voted  on  this  occa- 
sion to  waive  rules  requiring 

parliamentary  candidates  to 

have  been  party  members  for 
at  least  two  years. 

Mr  Howarth  said  later  that 
he  was  delighted  Labour  had 
been  kind  enough  to  give  him 
the  chance  to  represent  the 
party  in  the  next  parliament. 

The  decision  to  waive  the 
rules  in  his  case -was  taken  by 
15  votes  to  five  with  Clare 
Short  leading  the  argument - 
that  (he  party  needed  to  en- 
courage other  Tory  defectors. 
She  added  that  Mr  Howarth  ; 
had  taken  n brave  decision  to 
abandon  the  safe  seat  of  Strat- 
ford upon  Avon.  . 

Mr  Howarth  now  feces  a 
tough  struggle  to  win  a nomi- 
nation from  one  of  the  20  or  so 
remaining  Labour  safe  seats 
which  have  not  yet  selected 
candidates,  in.  most  of  these 
seats,  Mr  Howarth *s  chances 
of  winning  a one-member- 


one-vote  ballot  are  low  either 
because  sitting  MPs  are  likely 
to  be  resclectcd  or  local 
favourite  sons  have  been 
nursing  the  seats  for  too  long 
to  be  pushed  aside. 

"I  hope  local  parties  will  be 
kind  enought  to  give  me  a 1 
chance  to  put  my  case  to 
them,’’  he  said  yesterday.  “I 
have  always  been  a one 
nation  politician  who  sup- 
ports social  justice  and  the  de- 
velopment of  policies  that  are 

tough  minded  enough  to 

work. 

“I  find  the  Labour  Party 
, offers  that  combination  of 
i social  justice  and  efficeney  in 
a way  that  the  Conservatives 
do  not” 

He  insisted  that  if  be  was 
not  selected  by  any  local 
party,  "I  would  not  be  so  un- 
duly arrogant  to  believe  tint 
there  is  something  .amiss  in 
the  Labour  Party”.  He  said 
Labour  members  had  been 
“wonderfully  welcoming  and 
very  generous  to  him”. 

Mr  Howarth  asserted  there 
was  no  substance  in  rumours 
that  he  would  be  Imposed  on  a 
local  party. 

But  he  has  already  been 
linked  to  tile  one  time  mining 
seat  of  Wentworth  in  York- 
shire where  some  senior  local 
party  officials  believe  there  is 
no  strong  internal,  candidate 


and  selection  is  not  due  to 
start  until  late  this  year.  | 

There  is  also  speculation 
that  an  older  Labour  MP  cur- 
rently planning  to  fight  the 
next  election  will  be  willing 
to  stand  down  at  the  last  min- 
ute. possibly  In  exchange  for 
a seat  in  the  Lords,  to  create 
a sudden  vacancy.  The 
national  executive  committee 
could  then  draw  up  a short- 
list for  the  local  party  Includ- 
ing Mr  Howarth  or  alterna- 
tively Impose  Mr  Howarth. 

In  a sign  of  the  NEC’s  pow- 
ers to  control  parliamentary 

selections,  it  voted  14-12  with 
two  abstentions  to  back  the 
Labour  leader  Tony  Blair's 
call  not  to  re-run  a controver- 
sial ballot  in  Swindon  North, 
but  instead  set  up  an  NEC 
panel  to  select  the  candidate. 
The  case  — the  subject  of 
costly  legal  action  supported 
by  the  Amalgamated  Engi- 
neering and  Electrical  Union 
on  behalf  of  its  candidate  — 
prompted  claims  that  leader- 
ship was  acting  in  an  unprec- 
edented way  to  atop  the  work- 
ing class  AEEU  candidate  Jim 
D’A villa  in  favour  of  Michael 
Wills,  a metropolitan  televi- 
sion producer  and  personal 
friend  of  Gordon  Brown.  The 
NEC  decided  that  Swindon 
North  was  too  divided  to  con- 
duct a fair  ballot 
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4 BRITAIN 

Principal 
voices 
disquiet 
while 
‘racist’ 
rants 


Erlend  doustonon 
a matter  of  opinion 


Edinburgh  university 

yesterday  waded  into 
the  treacherous  waters 
surrounding  its  self-pro- 
claimed “scientific  racist'’ 
Chris  Brand. 

With  funding  tight,  uni- 
versitfes  hate  controver- 
sies. Edinburgh,  the  UK's 
oldest  non-ecclesiastical 
foundation,  has  largely 
avoided  them  since  the  up- 
roar which  attended  its  de- 
molition of  three  quarters 
of  the  city's  18th  century 
George  Square  to  make  way 
for  a concrete  campus 
extension. 

Over  the  past  week,  how- 
ever. the  413-year-old  insti- 
tution has  found  itself  back 
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Oflot  chief 
‘knew  about 

corruption’ 


David  Hancke  

Weatndwster  Cuiwqiwi”"1 


PETER  Davis,  the 
National  Lottery  reg- 
ulator, knew  about 
bribery  and  corrup- 
tion ^andais  in  the  US  in- 
volving the  American  com- 
pany GTECH,  part  of  the 

Camelcrt  consortium,  before 
he  awarded  it  the  contract  to 
run  the  lottery.  . 

Previously  secret  minutes 
of  a hearing  with  MPs  reveal 
Davis’s  knowledge  of  a series 
of  scandals  involving  the 
ivn^piny  which  he  reflissd  to 
disclose  in  public.  He  also  de- 
fends his  decision  to  allow 
GTECH  to  operate  in  Britain 
on  tee  grounds  that  “dodgy 
practices  were  going  on  some- 
where else.  not  here”. 

MPs  said  yesterday  they 
were  astounded  at  Mr  Davis's 

He  nearly  lost  his  job  four 
.months  ago  after  taking  five 
free  flight?  from  GTECH  dur- 
ing an  American  trip  before 
they  won  tee  contract  to  pro- 
vide the  equipment  for  the 
Scratchcard  game.  Diana 
Kahn,  Oflofs  deputy  director 
general,  and  Sue  Whitehouse, 
its  compliance  manager,  also 
took  two  free  flights  from 
GTECH. 

The  disclosures  have 
emerged  with  tee  publication 

of  minutes  of  a hearing  of  the 
Commons  public  accounts 
committee  after  tee  press  and 
public  were  asked  to  leave  on 
December  11  last  year. 

During  the  hearing  Mr 
Davis  was  repeatedly  ques- 
tioned by  Robert  Maclennan, 
Liberal  Democrat  MP  for 
Caithness  and  Sutherland, 


Chris  Brand:  *My  book  is  being  suppressed  hy  a total  idiot,  a fat  cat,  poUtically-correct  New  Yorker  sitting  caimiDians  of  pounds'  moroQHAmiajRDouActeoo 


in  the  headlines  in  a most 
unwelcome  way.  Up  to  40  of 
the  60-strong  third-year 
honours  class  have  with- 
drawn from  lectures  given 
by  Mr  Brand,  in  protest  at 
his  linking,  in  his  book  The 
g Factor,  IQ  deficiency  to 
poverty  and  the  Afro-Carib- 
bean  race.  Criticism  has 
piled  up  from  the  Child 
Poverty  Action  Group,  the 
Scottish  Council  for  Civil 
Liberties  and  the  Commis- 
sion for  Racial  Equality. 

Sitting  at  a -large  oval 
table,  the  principal.  Sir 
Stewart  Sutherland, 
spelled  out  his  institution's 
attitude  to  the  embattled 
psychology  lecturer.  The 


university  was  displeased. 
Sir  Stewart  said.  But  it  was 
not  what  Mr  Brand  had 
written  so  much  as  the  way 
in  which  he  had  “repor- 
tedly” articulated  it  in  the 
public  prints  afterwards. 

“There  is  a way  In  which 
you  can  express  academic 
opinion  which  may  not  be 
fashionable  or  popular 
which  makes  plain  that  it’s 
an  opinion  you  hold,  but 
it’s  arguable  you  might  be 
wrong.” 

The  students'  representa- 
tive council  has  demanded 
that  Mr  Brand,  one  of 
whose  listed  specialities  is 
“psychodarwinism**,  be 
banned  from  teaching.  Sir 


Stewart  insisted,  however, 
that  it  would  be  illegal  to 
“suppress”  academic  free- 
dom in  this  way,  even  if  he, 
personally,  found  Mr 
Brand's  theories  “false  and 
obnoxious”. 

His  American  publishers. 
John  Wiley  and  Son,  have 
abandoned  publication  of 
The  g Factor.  Callers  at  Mr 
Brand's  city  flat  were 
treated  to  a robust-  ap- 
praisal of  Wiley's  qualities, 
delivered  through  the 
entryphone. 

“They  are  twerps;  my 
book  is  not  being  sup- 
pressed by  a professor  of 
psychology  at  Harvard  who 
thinks  it  rubbish.”  Mr 


Brand  roared.  “It's  being 
suppressed  by  a total  effing 
eejit,  a Cat  cat.  politicaDy- 
correct  New  Yorker  sitting 
on  Tniiiinnc  of  pounds,  and ; 
yon  guys  had  better  effing  ' 
get  him,  OK?” 

Afterwards,  Mr  Brand  . 
said:  “1  am  asking  them  to 
pay  £30.000  so  I can  bribe  i 
someone  else  to  get  my 
book  afloat,  or  else  they 
can  publish  an  apology  in  1 
the  magazine  " 

A spokeswoman  for 
Wiley's  said- she  could  not  > 
comment  on  compensation 
“but  we  are  frilly  co-operat-  : 
ing  with  regard  to  transi- : 
tion  of  the*  manuscript  to  - 
another  publisher,  or  him-  i 


self,  if  that’s  what  he 
wants”. 

The  53-year-old's  aca- 
demic fate  now  depends  on 
an  inquiry  into  teach- 
ing relationship  with  the 
third  year  honours  class, 
most  of  whom  are  now  boy- 
cotting his  lectures. 

Intrigutngiy,  most  of  Ed- 
inburgh's 17,000  student 
population  appears  indif- 
ferent to  the  controversy. 

“He  was  perhaps  irre- 
sponsible to  publish  his 
theory  in  a book,  not  an  ac- 
ademic journal,  but  boy- 
cotting his  lectures  is 
wrong,”  said  Sonia  Wade,  a 
fourth  year  psychology 
student. 


and  Angela  Eagle. 
tor  Wallasey,  about  court 
cases  Involving  GTECH.  ne 
declined  to  answer- 
Mr  Davis  admitted  he  knew 
that  J David  Smith,  former 
national  sales  manager  of 
GTECH.  was  prosecuted  m 

Kentucky  over  money  paid  » 
the  director  of  finance  of  the 
state  of  Kentucky. 

ha  New  Jersey  $739,000  was 
□aid  to  relatives  of  senior 
State  staff  for  arrWnfi  a 
lobby  over  a GTECH  bid  to 
ran  tee  state  lottery-  JnCalL 
forma  lobbyists  for  GTECH 
paid  513.500  to  a senator  to 

kill  a bill  _ 

Mr  Davis  told  MPs:  I was 
in  tee  end  able  to  form  an 
opinion  teat  tee  information 
. did  not  cause  me  to -say 
that  GTECH  was  not  fair  and 
proper  for  their  role  in  tee 
UK  lottery.  I would  say  that 

toe  standards  of  business  eth- 
ics in  local  government  intee 
US  are  very  different  from 
those  which  apply  here. 
There  was  no  hint  of  im- 
proper behaviour  in  this 
country.'* 

He  added  under  further 
questioning:  “On  the  day  1 
awarded  the  contract  to  Cam- 
elot ...  I asked  Sir  Ron  Dear- 
ing,  teen  chairman  [of  Came- 
lot]  to  come  and  see  me.  I 
wanted  him  to  be  aware  that  I 
knew  and  to  make  absolutely 
sure  he  ran  a regime  within 
Camelot  which  monitored  the 
situation  and  ensured  that 
nothing  untoward  happened." 

Jack  Cunningham,  the 
shadow  heritage  secretary. 
cairi-  “This  fresh  disclosure 
confirms  his  mis  judgment 
over  dealing  with  a company 
which  in  his  own  words  was 
involved  in  dodgy  practices." 


TAKE  ADVANTAGE  OF 


OUR  3 YEAR  STEPPED  BOND 


WITHOUT  TAKING  A STEP. 


Auction  of  Queen’s  letters 
breaches  i nf ormal  ban 


Omn  Bowoott 


■ HRRE  handwritten  let- 

I ters  .punctuated  with  ex- 

I clamation  marks  from 
the  youthful  Princess  Eliza- 
beth  will  be  auctioned  today 
In  defiance  of  an  informal  ban 
on  the  sale  of  post-war  royal ! 
correspondence.  . 

The  notes,  from  1947,  de- . 
scribe  the  course  of  her 
romance  with  “Lieutenant 
Mounlbatten”  and  reveal  evi- 
dence of  her  leaking  officially 
embargoed  information. 

A private  agreement  exists 
between  Buckingham  Palace 
and  leading  London  auction 
houses,  including  Sotheby's 
and  Christie’s,  teat  they  will 
not  deal  in  private  letters 
from  the  royal  family  dated 
after  1938. 

Undeterred  by  such  metro- 
politan deference,  tee  West 
Country  firm  of  Clevedon 
Salesrooms  has  placed  an  es- 
timate of  £1.500  on  the  collec- 
tion. The  money  raised  will 
go  to  charity. 

The  letters  from  “Lilibet”, 
as  tee  was  known  in  the 
Windsor  family,  were  sent  to 
Betty  Shrew,  a London-based 
writer,  who  was  compiling 
The  Royal  Wedding  book  in 
advance  of  tee  marriage  in 
1947. 

. The  first,  replying  to  a 
question  about  her  future 
husband's  title,  demonstrates 
teat  princesses  do  not  always 
keep  royal  confidences.  “As 
you  probably  know,  the  King 
has  to  announce  tee  title  on 
the  day  of  the  wedding  ... 
therefore  1 .am  sure  you  will 
realise  that  it  is  impassible 
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‘Lilibet’  as  she  was  in  1947, 
the  year  she  married  Philip 

for  me  to  say  anything  about 
it  officially.  (But  if  you  want 
to  risk  working  on  the 
rumour  of  ‘Edinburgh*  it  is 
up  to  you  to  decide!)" 

Another  letter,  running  to 
four  pages,  is  her  account  of 
how  she  got  to  know  “Philip”. 
Their  first  encounter  was 
when  she  was  13  and  he  was  a 
cadet  at  tee  Royal  Naval  Col- 
lege at  Dartmouth. 

After  subsequent  meetings, 
the  idea  of  marriage  became 
“inevitable”. 

“I  was  in  London  when  the 
King  saw  the  Privy  Council  — 
one  of  tee  Councillors  present 


told  me  afterwards  it  was 
most  unanimous  and  touch- 
ing and  ‘you  can  now  get  mar- 
ried with  our  hearty  ap- 
proval*!!” 

Royal  displeasure  with  the 
press  is  a recurrent  theme. 
“The  story  that  I wrote  letters 
to  Philip  when  I was  in  S.A. 
[South  Africa]  is  quite  untrue 
— as  anyone  who  was  there 
will  know!  He  was  lucky  if  he 
got  one  at  all! 

“Philip  enjoys  driving  and 
does  It  fast!  He  has  his  own 
tiny  M.G.  which  he  is  very 
proud  of  ...  it  is  like  sitting 
on  tee  road  and  bus  wheels 
are  almost  higher  than  one's 
head!  On  teat  one  and  only 
occasion  we  were  chased  by  a 
photographer  which  was  dis- 
appointing.” 

The  chaste  tone  of  the  let- 
ters has  ensured  that  Buck- 
ingham Palace  has . not 
intervened- 

Both  Christie’s  and  Soth- 
eby's have  given  clear  under- 
takings that  they  would  not 
sell  any  recent  royal  letters  or 
those  which  might  prove  em- 
barrassing to  the  Windsor 
household.  There  have  been 
reports  that  one  written  by 
the  future  Edward  VIH  when 
in  tee  navy  — in  which  he 
noted:  “I  haven’t  had  a fuck 
in  a fortnight”  — was 
recently  withdrawn  from 
sale.  Last  night  Sotheby's 
could  neither  confirm  nor 
deny  this. 

Earlier  this  month  Chris- 
tie’s auctioned  letters  written 
by  Edward  between  1913  and 
1915  to  a friend  from  Oxford. 
One  describes  his  time  in 
France  during  the  first  world 
war  as  a “bloody  existence”. 


Abbey  National’s  new  3 year  Stepped  Bond  is  guaranteed  to  get  your  interest. 
With  a minimum  investment  of  £5,000  you  can  be  guaranteed  a fixed  return 
rising  from  6%  gross  p.a.  in  the  first  year  to  an  impressive  8.5%  gross  p.a.  in 
the  third  year.  But  this  offer  is  a limited  one,  so  you’ll  have  to  be  quick. 

If  you’re  looking  for  a guaranteed  investment  simply  pick  up  the  phone  and 
call  us  direct  on  the  number  above  Monday  to  Friday  9.00am  to  5.00pm  or 
Saturday  9.00am  to  1 .00pm,  quoting  reference  A-397B  or  alternatively  fill  in 
and  send  us  the  coupon  below. 


Royal  complaint  over  ‘£2.2bn  fortune’  upheld 


J*  ' -iV1  ^ 


• •Dr 


Andrew  Cuff 
Media  Correspondent 

■j  "HE  first  complaint  by 
I the  Queen  to  the  Press 
Complaints  Commission, 
over  an  article  estimating 
her  fortune  at  ELS  billion, 
was  upheld  yesterday. 

The  magazine  Business- 
Age  called  her  Britain’s 
wealthiest  woman  but  the 
commission  concluded: 


“The  article  presented 
speculation  as  established ' 
feet,  the  magazine  felled 
adequately  to  check  its 
facts  and  made  a number  of 1 
’ errors  which  were  not  j 
property  addressed.” 

Peter  Kirwan,  business 
editor,  said  the  magazine’s 
valuation  had  not  been 
challenged — a similar  esti- 
mate was  likely  later  this 


f 


Last  September  Business- 


Age  had  drawn  up  a league 
table  of  Britain’s  richest 
500  people,  showing  the 
Queen  leapfrogging  into 
top  place  from  72nd  posi- 
tion the  previous  year. 

Its  assessment  included 
art  treasures,  jewellery, 
and  palaces  belonging  to 
the  Crown.  The  palace 
claimed  such  items  could 
not  be  disposed  of  in  the 
Queen’s  will,  but  were  heir- 
looms to  be  passed  on. 
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New  bid  to  close  mortgage  fraud  loophole 


SURNAME; 


ADDRESS: 


DAYTIME  TEL  NO:. 


POSTCODE: 


EVENING  TEL  NO:. 


ARE  YOU  ELIGIBLE  TO  RECEIVE  INTEREST  GROSS? 


YES  □ 


NOD 


Clare  Dyer 

Legal  Correspondent 

Mortgage  fraudsters 

are  escaping  prosecution 
because  tee  Government  has 
not  closed  a loophole  in  tee 
law,  the  laW  reform  body  for 
England  and  Wales  warned 
yesterday: 

The  Law  Commission,  set 
up  30  years  ago  to  keep  the 
law  up  to  date,  demanded  ur- 
gent action  to  Implement  a 
I simple  change  first  recom- 
; mended  two  years  ago. 

In  its  annual  report  the 
! commission  said  prosecutors 
fees  a “serious  problem''  be- 
i cause  of  a technical  fault  in 
the  law  on  theft 
The  chairman.  Mrs  Justice 
Arden,  a High  Court  judge, 
said:  “There  are  many  .mil- 


lions of  pounds  involved.” 

Fraudsters  can  be  prose- 
cuted for  conspiracy  to  de- 
fraud, but  only  if  they  are 
working  with  others.  Theft 
laws  allow  individuals  to  be 
prosecuted  for  obtaining  ser- 
vices by  deception  but,  due  to 
an  Appeal  Court  ruling,  mort- 
gage loans  do  not  count  as 
services. 

The  commission  said  it  was 
“particularly  concerned”  teat 
Parliament,  which  last  year 
implemented  10  of  its  reports, 
had  taken  no  action  on  its  cayj 
in  1994  for  a two-clause 
amendment  to  the  Theft  Act 
aimed  at  closing  “a  major  la- 
cuna’' in  criminal  law. 

Stephen  Silber,  QC,  the 
commission’s  criminal  law ; 
expert,  said  prosecutors  were  ; 
using  the  "dCTice,,  of  charg- 
ing under  section  15  of  the 


TJoft  Act,  which  deals  with 
obtaining  property  by  decep- 

“But  there  is  substantial  ar- 
pment  as  to  whether  receiv- 
mg  flmds  by  some  electronic 

“The  Court  of  Appeal  said 
moet&&  advances  cannot  be 
yarded  as  a service  and 
therefore  you  can  never  ob- 
advance  by 

ri^£Uber  3130  caUed  on  tee 
Gwerimient  to  implement  tee 
commission’s  1993  recommen- 
aations  for  updating  tee  1861 
Against  tee  Person 
"f JiJ wi5?h  deals  with  as- 
The  current  situation 
was  shambolic  with  many  ap- 
t0  tee  Court  of  Appeal 
b*tause  of  the  traps  tee  dd 
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Dealer  makes  ‘no  questions’  offer  amid  hopes  Dunblane  tragedy  will  spur  arms  handover 

EU  beef  ban 


StapbMi  Bates  in  BrusMls 
and  Paul  Brown 


THE  National  Farmers 
Union  is  to  challenge 
the  legality  of  the  ban 
on  exports  of  British 
beef  in  the  High  Court  today . 

The  case  is  an  attempt  to 
get  a fast  track  to  the  Euro- 
pean Court  so  that  the  world- 
wide ban  by  the  European 
Union  can  be  overturned. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  the  Customs  and  Excise, 
against  whom  the  today 
is  directed,  are- expected  not 
to  resist  the  application  for  a 
judicial  review  of  the  legality 
’ of  the  ban,  so  securing  a refer- 
ral to  the  European  Court  as 
early  as  next  week. 

The  legal  advice  is  the  same 
as  that  given  to  the  British 
government  that-  the  Com- 
mission did  not  have  the  legal 
power  to  stop  the  export  be- 
cause public  health  was  not 
threatened.  In  essence,  it  was 
admitted  by  the  commission 
that  British  beef  was  safe  to 
eat 

However,  it  could  still  take 
weeks  and  probably  months 
before,  the.  European  Court 
makes  a judgment  The  NFU 
case  is  separate  from  the  one 
promised  by  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter last  week,  which  has  so  far 
not  reached  the  courts. 

Despite  the  apparent  co-op- 
eration between  the  farmers 
and  the  ministry  over  the 
case,  tempers  are  getting 
frayed  on  the  issue  of  selec- 
tive slaughter  of  herds.  The 
NFU  has  still  not  been  con- 
sulted about  plans  for  culling 
herds  with  BSE,  despite  the 
fact  that  both  the  European 
Union  and  formers  are  de- 
manding the  plan  is  made 
public. 

In  an  hour-long  meeting 
with  John  Major  yesterday 
the  formers’  union  said  mem- 
bers were  anxious  for  fUD  in- 


formation on  how  the 
schemes  would  operate.  The 
NFU  stressed  it  “still 
remained  totally  opposed  to 

any  widespread  cull  of  cattle 
...  There  is  no  scientific  basis 
or  public  or  health 

grounds  for  such  a scheme.' 

The  commission  also 
stepped  up  the  pressure  on 
Britain  to  produce  new  mea- 
sures, to  .resolve  the  crisis. 
Jacques  Sanfer,  the  commis- 
sion president,  warned  John 
Major  that  the  Government 
would  have  to  give  written  de- 
tails of  its  proposalsby  the 
weekend. 

Mr  Banter’s  iniAi-pwnHmi  to 
emphasise  the  urgency  of  fee 
situation  came  amid  continu- 
ing concern  In  Brussels  about 
British  complacency  over  the 
need  to  secure  agreement 
with  other  member  states  in 
order-  to  lift  the  ban  on 
exports. 

It  was  said  the  plans  had  to 
be  produced  “today  rather 
than  tomorrow"  if  they  were 
to  have  any  chance,  of  being, 
adopted. - 

If  Britain  does  not  come  up 
with'  proposals  for  more  cull- 
ing. it  was  being  stressed, 
there  will  be  no  agreement  at 
next  Monday’s  mating  of  EU 
agriculture  ministers  in  Lux- 
embourg, and  proposals  tollft 
the  ban  would  have  to  wait  a 
further  month. 

Senior  officials  in  Brussels 
made  clear  that  Douglas 
Hogg,  the  Agriculture  Secre- 
tary, will  have  to  divulge  Brit- 
ain’s plans  fie:  culling  cattle 
within  the  next  48  hours  to 
give  time  for  Franz  FischLer. 
the  agriculture  commis- 
sioner, to  assess  whether  the 
British  proposals  are  enough 
to  win  his  backing. 

Klaus  van  der  Pas,  the  com- 
mission’s chief  spokesman 
said:  “it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  British  govern- 
ment present  a well-defined 
programme." 


Dance  music  festival  halted 
by  fears  over  traffic  jams 


Alex  Belles 


^FHE  music  world  wa^ 
. m stunned  last  night  by  the 
cancellation  of  (me  of  the. 
year’s  biggest  festivals.  Tribal 
Gathering,  after  police  ob- 
jected to  the  volume  of  traffic 
it  would  cause. 

Maeistrates  at  Thame 
refused  .to  grant  a licence  to 
the  Oxfordshire  event,  which 
has  sold  alt  25,000  tickets,  de- 
spite assurances  by  the  orga- 
nisers that  they  would  supply 
61  buses  to  ferry  people  to  and 
from  the  site. 

Tribal  Gathering  was  due 
to  have  been  at  Otmoor  Park, 
Berkley,  next  weekend  and 
was'  the  country's  premier 
dance  music  festival  with  a 
line-up  including  Black 
Grape,  Leftfleld,  Underworld 
and  Goldie.  It  was  seen  by 
many  as  filling  the  gap  caused 
by  the  absence  of  Glastonbury 
this  year. 

Joint  organisers  Universe 


and  Mean  Fiddler  have  provi- 
sionally rescheduled  the 
event  for  July  6.  They  intend 
to  appeal  I- 

> Melvyn  Berta,  oTMeanFid- 
dter,  who  has  been  putting  on 
mifdpor  festivals ’for  almost  20 

ye&s.  said:  amr  staggered. 

The  decision  is  the  most  illog- 
ical Ibave  ever  known.” " 

Paul  Shurey.  of  Universe, 
said:  “Coming  a day  after  it 
was  announced  that  The  Who 
will  play  to  150,000  people  in 
Hyde  Parle  in  the  middle  of 
the  tourist  season  and  traffic 
was  not  presented  as  a prob- 
lem, it  makes  me  very  angry. 

“Other  events  are  given  li- 
cences in  Otmoor  Park. 
People  don’t  seem  to  be  able 
to  put  up  with  dance  parties." 

A senior  Thames  Valley 
police  officer  told  Thame 
magistrates  that  the  disrup- 
tion to  local  traffic  was  unac- 
ceptable. Be  said  last  year's 
Tribal  Gathering,  the  first  at 
that  location,  caused  eight- 
mile  tailbacks  into  Oxford. 


DON’T  THROW 
rr  AWAY! 

30%  of  Britain's  annual  domestic  rubbish  is  paper  - 
and  half  of  that  Is  old  newspaper 

The  obvious  answer  is  to  recycle  them. 
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Gun  dealers  Mike  and  Susan  Andrews  in  their  shop  near  Skipton,  North  Yorkshire 


PHOTOGRAPH  STEVE  FORREST 


Shop  for 

illegal 

weapons 


POSSESSORS  or  illegal 
guns  Who  do  not  want 
to  hand  them  into  the 
police  are  being  offered  a 
no-questions -asked  deal  to 

have  them  "de-activated” 
by  a North  Yorkshire  gun- 
shop  owner. 

Michael  Andrews  said 
last  night  that  he  was  offer- 
ing his  confidential  service 
to  encourage  those  people 
who  would  be  uneasy  hand- 
ing weapons  Into  the  police 
despite  the  amnesty  an- 
nounced yesterday. 

Mr  Andrews,  who  has 
been  a gun  dealer  for  22 
years,  was  speaking  at  his 
shop  In  Cowling,  near  Skip- 
ton,  north  Yorkshire, 
where  he  has  traded  for 
over  six  years. 

M1  put  the  advertisement 
in  the  window  soon  after- 
wards. During  this  amnesty 
I expect  to  take  In  at  least 
two  dozen  unregistered 
guns,  no  questions  asked.” 
His  actions  are  being  en- 
couraged by  the  Gun 
Trader  Association  which 
has  asked  the  Home  Office 
to  Include  gun  shops  as 
places  to  hand  in  firearms 
during  the  amnesty. 

But  the  offer  bus  been 
rejected.  It  is  argued  the 
guus  would  remain  in  cir- 
culation. A Home  Office 
spokesman  added:  “There 
ware  legal  problems  which 
also  make  this  impossible.1’ 


Amnesty  expected  to  net  thousands  of  guns 


Alan  Travis 
Home  Affairs  Editor 


THE  Government  hopes 
that  thousands  of  ille- 
gally held  weapons  will 
be  surrendered  in  a month- 
long  national  firearms  am- 
nesty to  be  held  from  June  3 
in  the  wake  of  the  Dunblane 
tragedy. 

The  amnesty,  announced  by 
the  Home  Secretary  yester- 
day, wifi  mean  weapons  can 
be  handed  in  without  ques- 
tions being  asked  or  fear  cf 
prosecution,  imiesR  there  is 
strong  evidence  that  the  gun 
has  been  used  in  a recent 
crime.  It  wfll  operate  in  Eng- 
land. Wales  and  Scotland,  but 


not  Northern  Ireland,  and 
will  also  cover  ammunition, 
grenades,  electric  stun  guns, 
and  CS  gas  and  pepper 
sprays. 

Michael  Howard  openly  ac- 
knowledged that  he  did  not 
hold  high  expectations  that 
armed  criminals  would  sur- 
render their  guns.  But  every 
weapon  given  up  “is  one 
fewer  that  can  be  stolen  and 
used  by  criminals.  Taking 
part  in  the  amnesty  is  some- 
thing that  will  reduce  the 
risks  of  guns  failing  into  the 
wrong  hands”. 

The  last  amnesty  was  held 
in  the  aftermath  of  the  Hun- , 
gerford  massacre1  in  1988  and 
nearly  48,000  weapons  were 
>mndpd  fax  More  than  300,000 


Surrendered 

What  was  handed  in 
|~|  Guns 


Rounds  of 
ammunition 


1965 


1968 


1988 


40,500 


1,799.000 


X. 


’zs- 

Stum:  Horn  Office 


guns  have  been  surrendfered 
in  a series  cf  amnesties  since 
the  end  of  the  second  world 
wqr.  Mr  Howard  said:  **I 


would  urge  everybody,  partic- 
ularly families  who  may  have 
inherited  weapons,  to  look  in 
the  attics  or  garden  sheds  and 
hand  into  the  police  any 
weapons  that  they  may  find.” 

It  is  believed  that  there  are 
StOl  a significant  number  of 
unlicensed  war  souvenirs  or 
trophies  held  privately,  in- 
cluding some  brought  back 
from  Bosnia  and  from  the 
Gulf 

Mr  Howard  also  urged 
people  who  suspected  some- 
one of  holding  illegal  weapons 
to  report  them  anonymously 
through  the  Crimestoppers 
freephone  number,  0800 
555111. 

Most  of  the  guns  surren- 
dered will  be  melted  down. 


but  a tew  rare  or  historical 
items  may  be  handed  over  to 
museums. 

The  official  inquiry  into  the 
Dunblane  massacre,  chaired 
by  Lord  Cullen,  will  begin  to 
take  evidence  next  week.  The 
Cabinet  will  wait  for  the  out- 
come later  this  year  before  de- 
ciding about  wider  reform  of 
the  gun  laws.  The  Govern- 
ment is  expected  only  to  out- 
line a range  erf  options  in 
reply  to  the  calls  for  a com- 
plete ban  on  the  possession  of 
handguns  when  it  submits  its 
evidence  to  the  Cullen  in- 
quiry next  week. 

Firearms  experts  gave  a 
cautious  welcome  to  the  am- 
nesty yesterday,  but  ques- 
tioned whether  it  would  go 


very  far  in  reducing  the  esti- 
mated pool  of  1 million  ille- 
gally held  weapons. 

“An  amnesty  will  have  a 
small  and  beneficial  effect  but 
it  won't  really  impact  on  the 
bad  boys,"  said  Michael  Yard- 
ley.  a firearms  expert  “It's 
not  an  answer  to  the  prob- 
lem.” 

• Police  were  last  night  in- 
terviewing a man  aged  41  in 
Liverpool  alter  a grenade  was 
found  among  a small  arsenal 
of  weapons,  and  some  drugs, 
in  a house  in  Garston,  writes 
MortynHalsolL 

The  cache  included  tun 
hand  guns,  a sub-machine 
gun.  200  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion. and  loaded  hand  gun 
magazines. 


McGuinness  sees  ‘no  point’  in  new  ceasefire 


Ireland  Corf  gp undent 


Hopes  that  the  ira  win 

can  a new  ceasefire 
receded  yesterday 
when  the  leading  republican, 
Martin  McGuinness,  said  that 
there  was  no  point  in  attempt- 
ing to  seek  one  against  the 
background  of  17  months  of 
British  bad  faith. 

In  comments  that  will  em- 
barrass other  nationalist 
leaders.  Mr  McGuinness  said 
the  17-month  IRA  ceasefire 
had  not  been  permanent  and 
that  anybody  connected  with 
the  peace  process  had  never 
been  under  any  illusions 
about  that 


Mr  McGuinness  was  speak- 
ing after  the  nationalist  SDLP 
put  further  distance  between 
itself  and  Sinn  Fein  by  an- 
nouncing that  not  only  will  it 
take  part  in  the  May  30  elec- 
tions but  will  also  take  seats 
in  an  Ulster  forum,  running 
in  tandem  with  all-party  talks 
on  the  province’s  fixture. 

Sinn  Fein  views  the  forum 
as  a partitionist  six-county 
body.  But  with  deep  divisions 
between  Gerry  Adams  and 
the  Irish  prime  minister, 
John  Bruton,  and  now  the 
SDLP  move,  the  “pan-nation- 
alist front"  which  was  such 
an  essential  element  in  get- 
ting the  IRA-to  lay  down  its 
arms  appears  to  be  in  tatters. 

Mr  McGuinness  gave  a 


Protest  stops 
soccer  video 


QatyYouga 


THE  production  of  a foot- 
ball video  featuring 
scenes  - of  drunken 
brawls  and  pitch  invasions 
was  suspended  yesterday 
after  complaints  from  the  for- 
mer England  goalkeeper  Gor- 
don Banks  that  he  bad  been 
misled  about  its  content  when 
he  agreed  to  appear  in  it 
The  video.  Hooligan  *96, 
narrated  by  former.  East- 
enders  -actor  Leslie 
Grantham,  was  to  have  been 
released  in  time  tor  the  build- 
up to  this  summer's  Euro- 
peas  football  championship, 
to  be  hpM  m England. 

One  man  in  the  video  spells 
out  the  threat  ctf  crowd  vio- 
lence .marring  Euro  *9$  and 
boasts  that  hooligans  will  tar- 
get ordinary  supporters. 

The  video  afco  contains 
speculation  on  winch  champi- 
onship games  are  most  likely 
to  involve  violence. 

Mr  Banks,  aged  58,  says  be 
had  no  idea  that  the  video 
would  concentrate  on  these 
issues.  "I  thought  I was  going 
to  - -talk  about  the  way  the 
game  has  changed  since  I was 
a player,  AH  i said  was  that  if 
there  was  violence  it  would 
make  it  difficult  and  we  could 
t banned  from  Europe  and 
! . next  World  Cup."  He 
claims  positive  comments  he 
muda  about  how  the  police 
dealt  with  soccer  crowds  were 
cut  from  the  finished  video.  - 
John  Williams,  an  aca-. 
demi c from  the  Sir  Norman 
Chester  Centre  lbr  Football 
Research  at  Leicester  univer- 


sity,  who  appears  in  the 
video,  is  also  said  to  be  angry 
at  the  biased  manner  in 
which  the  film  was  cut  "Only 
about  five  minutes  [of  my 
two-hour  interview]  was 
spent  on  hooliganism  but  it 
appears  that  is  the  only  part 
they  have  used.  I.' am  very 
angry  that  1 have  been  used 
anti  misled  by  this  film  com- 
pany,” Mr  Williams  said. 

Pearson  New  Entertain- 
ment said  it  was  suspending 
production  of  the  video  "for 
the  time  being”  to  be  satisfied 
that  criticisms  were  un- 
founded and  that  statements 
attributed  to  Mr  Banks  bad 
been  misrepresented. 

A company  spokesman  said 
yesterday:  "Hooligan  *96  is  a 
documentary  which  takes  a 
responsible  look  at  the  issue 
of  football  hooliganism.” 


Gordon  Banks . . . positive 
comments  cut  from  video 


gloomy  view  of  the  situation. 
“Certainly  at  the  moment, 
against  the  background  cf  17 
months  of  British  bad  faith, 
there's  no  prospect  whatso- 
ever of  a restoration  of  the 
ceasefire  unless  we  can  be  in 
a position  to  go  to  the  IRA  and 
convince  them  that  we  are  go- 
ing to  have  real  and  meanlng- 
fUl  peace  negotiations.”  he 
told  BBC  Radio  Ulster. 

Returning  to  the  starting 
point  in  September  1994, 
when  John  Major  said  he  first 
had  to  be  satisfied  about  the 
permanence  of  the  IRA  cease- 
fire, Mr  McGuinness  said: 
*Tve  always  made  it  dear  — 
and  this  was  a point  which 
was  missed  during  the  course 
of  the  ceasefire  — that  what 


United  ready  to 
toast  victory 
with  its  own 
club  whisky 


Vhrek  Chaudhary 


FOOTBALL’S  Premier- 
ship title  is  almost  theirs 
and  a place  in  the  FA  Cop 
final  is  guaranteed. 

But,  should  it  all  go  hor- 
ribly wrong,  Manchester 
United  fans  at  least  will  be 
able  to  console  themselves 
with  a drop  of  ’‘Manchester 
United  Premium  Blend’’ 
whisky.  - 

At  £10.99  a bottle  — com- 
plete with  Red  Devil  crest 
— and  made  by  Scottish  dis- 
tillery tovergordon,  it  will 
be  sold  In  bars  at  Old  Traf- 
fbrd  and  in  supermarkets 
and  off-licences. 

The  club’s  marketing  ac- 
tivities currently  generate 
around  £23.5  million  a 
year.  Danny  McGregor. 
Manchester  United's  com- 
mercial manager,  said: 
“The  whisky  will  be  avail- 
able In  all  of  our  corporate 
hospitality  , suites  and  will 
be  well  supported  through 
advertising  and  targeted 
direct  marketing.” 

A consignment  has  al- 
ready. been  bought  for  ex- 
port to  Thailand,  confirm- 
ing for  most  Manchester 
City  supporters  that  United 
are  more  popular  outside 
Manchester  than  within. 

Alcohol  watchdogs  fear 
that  young  fons  will  try  the 
whisky  because  it  .parries 
the  club’s  name  and 
colours.  “With  a club  as  big 
as  Manchester  United  there 
is  a clamour  for  their  prod- 
nets,”  said  Mark  Bennett, 
of  Alcohol  Concern. 


we  achieved  whenever  the 
IRA  called  the  cessation  In 
august  19M  wasn’t  a perma- 
nent cessation  ...  responsi- 
bility for  making  that  cessa- 
tion a permanent  cessation 
lay  with  Unionist  politicians. 
British  government  politi- 
cians. Irish  government  poli- 
ticians. ourselves,  the  SDLP, 
and  all  the  political  parties.” 
This  drew  a tart  reaction 
from  the  Ulster  Unionist  dep- 
uty leader,  John  Taylor. 
“ISinn  Fein]  always  said  It 


was  meant  to  be  permanent 
Albert  Reynolds  [the  former 
Irish  prime  minister]  always 
said  it  was  permanent  It 
shows  how  they  have  all  been 
misleading  us.” 

The  SDLP  announcement 
that-  it  will  take  its  seats  in  a 
Northern  Ireland  forum  sur- 
prised Unionists  and  boosted 
the  Government's  plans.  Last 
week  the  SDLP  indicated  it 
wanted  the  proposed  forum 
scrapped.  But  the  Govern- 
ment’s determination  to 


reject  Unionist  amendments 
giving  the  forum  a larger  role 
in  the  talks  process  appeared 
to  have  brought  about  a 
change  of  heart. 

That  dearly  angered  Sinn 
Fein,  and  Mr  Adams  con- 
firmed within  hours  of  the 
SDLP's  announcement  that 
his  party  too  would  be  con- 
testing the  May  30  elections, 
even  though  its  boycott  of  the 
forum  remains.  However  Mr 
Adams  denied  the  SDLP  volte 
face  left  Sinn  Fein  isolated. 
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6 WORLD  NEWS 


News  in  brief 

International  gangs 
turn  to  EU  fraud 

DEFRAUDING  the  European  Union  is  becoming  easier  and 
more  lucrative  for  international  criminals  than  dealing  in 
drugs,  the  European  Parliament  president  Klaus  Haensch, 
said  yesterday. 

"International  criminals  understand  that  they  can  make 
more  money  by  concentrating  on  guLdiiies  in  the  Union  than 
on  heroin  trafficking."  he  sa  id  after  a two-day  conference  on  EU 
fraud.  "Organised  crime  realised  long  ago  that  fraud  involving 
cigarettes,  sugar,  milk  powder  or  beef  is  more  profitable  and 
also  less  risky  than  trafficking  in  heroin." 

Fraud  cost  the  EU  l billion  Ecu  (£800  billion)  In  1994,  Anita 
Gradin.  the  commissioner  responsible  for  fighting  fraud,  said  it 
was  perpetrated  almost  entirely  by  big  criminal  groups  and 
increasingly  involved  gangs  operating  in  central  and  eastern 
Europe. 

Tricksters  might  claim  phoney  export  refunds  or  subsidies 
for  non-existent  olive  trees.  In  "transit  fraud",  goods  were 
diverted  and  sold  illegally  to  avoid  paying  duties  and  taxes  at 
the  end  of  the  journey."  — Reuter.  Brussels. 


Ciller  faces  inquiry 

THE  Turkish  parliament  voted  yesterday  to  Investigate  Tansu 
Ciller,  the  former  prime  m inis  ter,  for  corruption. 

The  Inquiry — prompted  by  allegations  from  the  pro-Islamic 
Welfare  Party  — could  imperil  the  six-week  coalition  government 
ofMesui  Yilmaz,  who  is  backed  by  Mrs  Ciller.  Under  their  power- 
sharing arrangement  Mrs  Ciller  is  due  to  regain  the  premiership 
next  year.  The  investigation  could  lead  to  her  prosecution  in  a 
supreme  court  blocking  her  turn  as  prime  minister. 

The  Welfare  Party  has  accused  Mrs  Ciller  of  ordering  the 
energy  department  to  favour  certain  companies  in  a public  tender 
for  a contract  worth  £5)0,000.  She  has  denied  the  charges.  The 
Democratic  Left  Party,  led  by  the  former  prime  minister  Bulent 
Ecevtt  which  supports  the  minority  coalition,  is  also  preparing 
its  demand  for  an  Inquiry  into  Mrs  Ciller’s  privatisation  of  state 
shares  in  the  Tofas  car  company.  The  allegations  were  initially 
raised  by  Motherland.  — AP.  Ankara. 


Communists  to  back  Prodi 

ITALY'S  hardline  Communist  Refoundation  party  said  yesterday 
it  expected  a share  of  some  of  parliament’s  key  posts  in  return  for 
helping  the  new  government  to  take  life.  The  centre-left  Olive 
Thee  alliance  won  a clear  victory  in  Sunday's  general  election,  but 
it  will  need  help  from  the  Cotfimunists  in  the  Chamber  erf  Depu- 
ties. where  it  fell  just  short  of  an  absolute  majority. 

“We  will  not  be  in  the  government  majority  but  we  will  help  the 
government  to  be  bom."  Fausto  Bertinotti,  head  of  Communist 
Refoundation,  said.  "But  from  the  outset  1 think  this  position 
should  be  recognised  in  the  parliamentary  commissions  and  in 
the  appointment  of  the  presidents  of  the  upper  and  lower  houses 
of  parliament"  , 

The  Olive  Tree,  a broad  coalition  cf  centrist  and  leftist  parties 
led  by  the  economics  professor,  Romano  Prodi,  forged  a tactical 
electoral  alliance  with  the  Communists  but  shares  few  of  their 
policy  goals.  Commentators  say  the  first  real  test  of  his  relation- 
ship with  Mr  Bertinotti  will  come  when  the  1997  budget  bill  is 
presented  in  September.  — Reuter.  Rome 


Smuggled  arms  to  Croatia 

IRAN  and  Croatia  signed  a secret  military  cooperation  agree- 
ment last  December  that  included  an  Iranian  proposal  to  deliver 
surface-to-surface  missiles  to  Sarajevo  and  Zagreb  and  a plan  to 
exchange  Croatian  and  Iranian  military  personnel,  senior  Cro- 
atian officials  and  western  diplomats  said  this  week. 

The  agreement,  signed  after  the  Bosnian  peace  accord  was 
reached  in  Dayton.  Ohio,  was  never  made  public  by  either  the 
Creations  or  the  Americans.  Tlte  pact,  viewed  by  diplomats  here 
as  part  ofTehran’s  efforts  to  deepen  ties  with  Bosnia  and  Croatia, 
was  blocked  when  Washington  learned  of  it  in  December. 

“The  deal  was  not  like  the  [war-time]  arms  shipments,  told  to 
us  in  advance."  a US  official  said.  “As  soon  as  we  heard  about  it 
we  made  sure  it  was  stopped." 

The  effort  to  establish  formal  military  Links  wtth  Zagreb, 
coming  after  the  smuggling  of  Iranian  arms  through  Croatian 
territory,  alarmed  US  officials.  They  were  also  distressed  to  learn 
that  Iran  offered  to  supply  Zagreb  and  Sarajevo  with  surface-to- 
surface  missiles  that  were  capable  of  hitting  Belgrade  from  either 
Zagreb  or  Sarajevo. 

The  Clinton  administration  did  not  oppose  the  Iranian  arms 
deliveries,  officials  have  said,  because  it  believed  they  would  aid 
Bosnian  Muslim  fighters  fight  heavy  attacks  from  Bosnian  Serb 
forces,  and  hold  together  the  federation  between  Croats  and  the 
Bosnian  Muslims,  — Altar  York  Times.  Zagreb 


Doctors  strike  in  Paris 

Family  doctors  and  specialists  marched  in  protest  in  Paris  and 
other  cit  ies  yesterday  during  a strike  against  government  plans  to 
limit  health  care  by  forcing  GPs  to  cut  prescriptions  and 
consultations. 

The  protest  coincided  with  a cabinet  meeting  to  complete  social 
security  reforms  which  caused  national  public  sector  strikes  last 
autumn.  But  doctors  said  they  were  being  penalised  because  the 
main  budgetary  and  social  ambitions  of  the  prime  minister.  Alain 
Juppe,  had  failed.  Mr  Juppe’s  social  security  plans  depend  on 
reducing  the  deficit  to  about  £2  bill  ion  but  new  forecasts  say  the 
real  loss  on  health,  pensions  and  family  allowances  payouts  will 
reach  nearly  £6  billion  this  year. 

Several  proposed  changes,  including  cuts  in  civil  service  pen- 
sions and  taxation  of  child  allowances,  were  dropped  after  weeks 
of  industrial  unrest.  But  MPS  yesterday  voted  on  a policy  switch 
in  which  the  social  security  system  will  be  controlled  by  parlia- 
ment instead  of  union  and  employer  organisations. 

President  Jacques  Chirac  congratulated  Mr  Juppi  for  guiding 
through  changes  including  a special  income  tax.  higher  contribu- 
tion rates,  a freeze  on  allowances  and  bigger  hospital  charges. 
Doctors  said  the  government’s  latest  measures  amounted  to 
health  care  rationing.  — Paul  Webster,  Paris. 


Reconciled  . . . Paraguay's  rebel  general.  Lino  Oviedo, 
embraces  President  Juan  Carlos  Wasxnosy  in  Asuncion 
yesterday  after  relinquishing  the  army  command.  He  is  to 
become  defence  minister  photograph  eduauoo  b baia 


Militias  clash  in  Mogadishu 

HEAVY  fighting  between  rival  militias  in  the  south  erf the  Somali 
capita]  Mogadishu  left  13  peopledead  and  33  wounded  yesterday, 
witnesses  and  hospitals  said. 

The  fighting  between  militiamen  loyal  to  General  Mohammed 
Formh  Aideed  and  Osman  Hassan  All.  who  goes  by  the  nom  de 
guerreaf  Atto.  was  concentrated  in  the  area  near  the  port  known 
as  Bosnia,  because  of  snipers  tliere  In  the  past  — AP,  Mogadishu. 


Money  pours  in  for  maid 

A FILIPINO  tycoon  lias  offered  $27,000  to  Sarah  Balabagan.  the 
Filipino  maid  found  guilty' of  killing  her  employer  in  the  United 
Arab  Emirates,  and  a French  group  is  providing  S38J500  for  her 
education.  The  man  i.  aged  17.  was  sentenced  to  death.  She  said  she 
killed  him  m selfdeience  wlien  lie  tried  to  rape  her.  After  an 
international  uutrry.  an  apiienls  court  overturned  tile  death 
iwnaliy  ami  sentenced  iter  to  one  year  in  prison.  — AP.  .Manila 
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Highest  bidding Diana  Brooks  hears  offers  for  a chair  owned  by  President  John  F.  Kennedy  at  the  Sotheby's  auction  of  the  estate  of  Jacqueline  On  ass  is  photograph:  timothy  clahy 

Jackie  O auction  beats  all  records 


For  the  fans,  no  price  is  too  high  to  pay  for 
even  the  humblest  belongings  of  the  former 
first  lady.  Jonathan  Freedland  reports 


THE  auction  of  Jackie 
Kennedy  Onassis’s 
worldly  goods  set  new 
records  last  night  and 
justified  advance  hype  as  the 
sale  of  the  century. 

As  the  New  York  auction  of 
the  Onassis  collection  entered 
its  second  day.  2.000  Jackie 
wannabes  in  Sotheby's  New 
York  sale  room  were  reduced 
to  stunned  gasps  as  even  a set 
of  cups  and  saucers  — valued 
at  just  over  $100  (£75)  — sold 
for  60  times  that  price. 

Sotheby’s  exceeded  all  ex- 
pectations with  a first  night 
take  of  $4.5  million,  generated 
by  just  100  of  the  1,195  lots  on 
offer.  Most  was  fetched  by  a 
walnut  cigar  humidor,  a 1961 
gift  to  President  John  F.  Ken- 
nedy from  the  comedian  Mil- 
ton  Berle.  Inscribed  Good 
Health.  Good  Smoking,  it 
went  to  the  editor  of  Cigar 
Aficionado  magazine  for 
$574,000. 

An  oak  rocking  chair  used 
by  the  former  president  to 
ease  his  backache  sold  for 


$442,500.  and  a baby  grand 
piano  that  once  sat  in  Mrs  Ch- 
assis's Fifth  Avenue  apart- 
ment went  for  $167,500.  Even 
a tape  measure  — mono- 
grammed  and  silver-plated  — 

— surpassed  its  $500  estimate 
and  was  bought  for  $48,875. 

"It’s  incredible,”  Sotheby's 
president,  Diana  Brooks,  said. 
"It  just  shows  you  how  people 
feel  about  their  history." 

Yesterday’s  big  prize  was  a 
French  textbook  used  by  the 
young  Jacqueline  Bouvier. 
The  book,  containing  doodles 
and  sketches  of  dress  designs, 
drew  a top  bid  of  $37,000. 

Sotheby's  has  already 
passed  its  estimated  total  of 
$5  million.  By  the  time  the 
final  lot  ■—  Mrs  Onassis's  me- 
tallic-green 1992  BMW  — is 
sold  tomorrow,  the  Kennedy 
collection  could  yield  a re- 
cord-breaking $50  million,  if 
not  more. 

- Crowds  had  descended  on 
Sotheby's  since  last  Friday, 
when  15,000  winners  of  a 
special  lottery  were  allowed 
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Top  drawer:  This  walnut  humidor,  owned  by  President  Kennedy,  sold  for  $574,500 


to  file  past  — at  a rate  of  750 
an  hour  — the  baubles  and 
mementos  of  the  former  first 
lady,  who  died  two  years  ago. 
They  admired  the  jewellery, 
etchings  and  furniture  of  a 
woman  revered  as  an  icon  of 
elegance  and  grace. . 


Proof  of  Mrs  Onassis's  cult 
status  has  come  in  the  fanfare 
that  has  greeted  the  sale. 
More  than  87,000  Americans 
have  bought  the  584-page  auc- 
tion catalogue,  priced  $90  in 
hardback,  and  70,000  hopefuls 
have  faxed  in  absentee  bids 


on  a special  JKO  Hotline. 

Predicted  favourites  are  the 
souvenirs  from  the  Camelot 
days  In  the  White  House,  in- 
cluding the  Louis  JEVl  desk  on 
which  he  signed  the  1963  nu- 
clear test  ban  treaty  and  a 
black  leather  bag  of  golf 


clubs,  monogrammed  JFK 

Son  John  Jr’s  high  chair 
and  daughter  Caroline  Kenne- 
dy’s rocking  horse  were  sold 
for  $85,000  a piece.  One  of  the 
most  sought-after  items  is  ex- 
pected to  be  the  triple  string 
of  fake  pearls  which  become  a 
trademark  or  the  first  Indy  in 
1962:  Sotheby's  jogged  the 
public  memory  with  a photo 
of  “John -John"  as  a toddler, 
playfully  tugging  the  pearls 
from  his  mother's  neck. 

Most  of  the  Items  have  little 
intrinsic  value,  their  price  in- 
flated by  what  auctioneers 
call  “celebrity  provenance”, 
the  so-called  Jackie  Premium. 

The  exceptions  are  the  gifts 
to  the  former  first  lady  from 
her  secohd  husband,  the 
Greek  shipping  tycoon  Aris- 
totle Onassis.  Chief  among 
them  is  her  engagement  ring, 
dominated  by  the  40.42  carat 
Lesotho  HI  diamond,  thought 
to  be  the  11th  largest  ever  dis- 
covered. Bidding  on  the  ring 
was  set  to  start  at  $600,000. 

Selection  of  the  items  was 
made  by  Mrs  Onassis's  chil- 
dren, who  have  set  aside  most 
of  her  possessions  for  the 
Kennedy  presidential  library 
in  Boston.  Up  to  70  per  cent  of 
proceeds  will  go  to  pay  off  in- 
heritance tax. 


Clinton  puts 
Dole  on  spot 


Jonathan  Freedland 
in  Washington 


ILL  CLINTON  chal- 
lenged his  presidential 
election  rival.  Senator 
Bob  Dole,  to  a one-on-one 
summit  at  the  White  House 
yesterday,  the  latest  sign  of 
surging  Democratic  confi- 
dence — and  Republican 
alarm  — at  Mr  Clinton's  in- 
creasingly healthy  prospects 
in  November’s  ballot. 

With  polls  showing  the 
president  leading  the  ageing 
Mr  Dole  by  as  much  as  18  per 
cent  in  the  popularity  stakes, 
and  with  senior  Republicans 
admitting  they  could  be  “wal- 
loped" in  the  election,  Mr 
Clinton  added  to  his  oppo- 
nent’s woes  with  a call  for 
face-to-face  talks  on  Ameri- 
ca’s budget  crisis. 

“My  door  is  open  and  It's 
time  to  get  the  job  done,"  he 
said,  unveiling  what  Demo- 
crats calculate  is  a no-lose 
strategy.  If  the  tiro  men  agree 
on  a plan  to  balance  the  bud- 
get within  seven  years.  White 
House  aides  expect  it  to  be 
notched  up  as  a victory  for 
Mr  Clinton.  If  the  stalemate 
continues.  Mr  Dole  — who  is 
both  the  Republican  leader  in 
the  Senate  and  presidential 
candidate  — will  be  blamed. 

The  budget  challenge  came 
amid  evidence  that  Mr  Clin- 
ton's lead  is  solidifying.  One 
poll  in  the  usually  marginal 
state  of  Pennsylvania  showed 
him  17  points  ahead. 

The  last  incumbent  presi- 
dents with  such  great  leads  at 
this  stage  in  an  election  year 
were  Dwight  Eisenhower. 
Richard  Nixon  and  Ronald 
Reagan  — all  of  whom  were 
re-elected  with  increased 
majorities. 

Even  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives Speaker.  Newt 
Gingrich,  admitted  this  week 
that  Republicans  were  “in  a 
funk"  The  party  lias  not 
ivcovured  irs  standing  >inre 


last  winter’s  budget  crisis, 
which  triggered  two  partial 
shutdowns  of  the  govern- 
ment Most  Americans  blame 
the  Republicans  for  the  crisis. 

Several  senior  Republicans 
are  despairing  of  Mr  Dole's 
ability  to  lead  them  out  of  the 
mire.  “If  things  continue  like 
this,  it  will  be  a complete  di- 
saster,” said  Dave  Mason,  of 
the  rightwing  Heritage 
Foundation. 

The  sharpest  attack  came 
from  the  former  education 
secretary  and  conservative 
guru.  William  Bennett. 
"There’s  very  Little  enthusi- 
asm for  Bob  Dole,”  he  said, 
accusing  him  of  running  a 
campaign  that  was  incoher- 
ent and  lacking  in  edge.  “We 
may  get  walloped.” 

Some  Republicans  are  urg- 
ing Mr  Dole  to  resign  as  Sen- 
ate majority  leader  and  con- 
centrate on  the  campaign. 
That  way  he  can  distance 
himself  from  the  unpopular 
Republican  firebrands  in  the 
House  and  avoid  the  compro- 
mises and  defeats  associated 
wtth  legislative  combat. 

But  Mr  Dole  has  little  op- 
tion but  to  stay.  He  needs  his 
Senate  platform  to  keep  his 
face  and  name  on  television, 
since  be  is  now  sharply 
restricted  in  the  amount  of 
television  advertising  he  can 
buy.  Having  fought  a costly 
primary  campaign,  he  Is  rally 
$2  million  away  from  the 
spending  limit  under  election 
law.  Mr  Clinton,  by  contrast, 
can  legally  spend  $21  million 
between  now  and  the  party 
conventions  in  August. 

The  president  was  able  to 
count  two  other  triumphs  yes- 
terday, He  signed  into  law  the 
anti-terrorism  bill  he  pro- 
posed after  the  bombing  of 
Oklahoma  City  last  year,  and 
the  Senate  approved  by  a rare 
100-0  margin  a moderate 
reform  of  the  health  care  sys- 
tem — the  issue  which  was 
tiie  centrepiece  of  Mr  Clin- 
tons 1992  campaign. 


Flynn  in  trouble  again  with  women 


Stephan  Bates  In  Brussels 


THE  relationship  be- 
tween Padraijr  Flynn, 
the  Irish  commissioner 
for  social  affairs,  and  the 
women’s  committee  of  the 
European  Parliament  Is 
only  marginally  warmer 
than  that  between  Brussels 
and  the  average  British 
beef  farmer. 

So  when  Mr  Flynn,  a for- 
mer Irish  justice  minister, 
went  before  the  women 
MEPs  in  Brussels  yesterday 
to  defend  the  downgrading 
of  the  Commission’s  equal 
opportunities  emit,  and  the 
prospective  halving  of  its 
budget  from  £50  million  to 
£25  million,  he  looked  as 
cheerful  as  a man  going  be- 
fore a firing  squad. 

Mr  Flynn  has  been  in 
trouble  with  women  before. 
He  Is  famous  in  Ireland  for 
insulting  Mary  Robinson’s 


candidature  for  the  presi- 
dency, eiwiming  she  was  a 
careerist  who  had  only  dis- 
covered she  had  a family  for 
vote-winning  purposes. 
MEPs  very  nearly  blocked 
his  appointment  when  the 
Commission  was  nominated 
last  year.  He  got  off  to  a 
poor  start  again  yesterday. 

There  was  outright  incre- 
dulity when  he  told  the 
women  that  the  decision  to 
move  the  unit  was  no  con- 
cern of  theirs.  The  equal  op- 
portunities unit  is  being 
moved  from,  the  part  of  the 
Commission  which  deals 
with  employment  to  that 
concerned  with  what  Is 
called  social  dialogue. 

The  move  pots  Britain 
outside  its  sphere  of  influ- 
ence, since  the  Government 
bas  opted  out  of  the  social 
chapter. 

The  women’s  committee 
believes  It  is  being 
downgraded. 


“I  don't  think  it  would  be 
appropriate  for  me  to  dis- 
cuss it.  There  is  no  diminu- 
tion of  the  unit,"  be  said. 
As  the  MEPs  protested,  a 
flustered  Mr  Flynn  told 
them  not  to  get  personal, 
but  then  added:  “X  didn't 
say  it  was  going  to  be 
beefed  up,  but  as  of  now  the 
staff  complement  is  not 
diminished.'’ 

He  was  little  more  suc- 
cessful in  his  defence  of  the 
budget.  “I  will  fight  for  it 
but  you  have  got  to  fight  for 
it  too.  Don’t  come  back  to 
me  and  say  that  I lost.  Mad- 
am Van  Dijk  [the  Dutch 
chairwoman],  ” 

As  the  women  gasped,  Nel 
van  Dfik  said:  "Perhaps  it 
is  easier  to  do  this  in 
English  so  that  you  under- 
stand me  directly.  We  will 
only  succeed  if  the  Commis- 
sion takes  our  case  seri- 
ously. We  hope  you  will  do 
that.” 


Even  the  closing  pic 
antri.es  disintegrated. 
Van  Dijk  said:  “Not  all  i 
questions  were  satisfac 
rily  answered.”  Mr  Fl> 
snapped  back:  “I  like 
come  any  time  Fra  ask 
We  don't  have  to  agree 
everything.  If  we  had 
agree  on  everything  th 
would  be  no  need  for  me 
be  here  at  all." 

Ms  van  Dijk  said:  “Soi 
body  has  to  do  the  job." 
didn't  like  the  way  you  s 
that,"  Mr  Flynn  answer 
“Obviously  we  can 
agree  that  you  are  do 
your  job  and  if  that  w 
not  the  case,  you  would 
be  here,"  said  Ms  Van  Di 
getting  the  last  word. 

Mr  Flynn  will  be  back 
fore  the  committee  n 
month,  although,  as  he  li 
he  was  mumbling  abou 
busy  schedule  with  pr 
engagements  in  Cana 
and  the  United  States. 


BEYOND  THE  GREAT  WALL 

A remarkable  opportunity  to  travel  to  the  People's  Republic  of  China 

with  a stopover  in  Central  Asia  with  optional  visits  to  Xian,  Shanghai  «&  Suzhou,  and  Samarkand 

rollcRvingtheinauguTationoftheweekly 


ice  from  London  Heathrow  to  Feld  ng  via  Central 
Asia,  w*  are  aWe  tootferj  ust  2n  seals  per  departure 
at  this  introductory  low  tariff.  The  arrangement 
commences  with  a flight  from  London  Heathrow 
via  Tashkent  to  Peking,  followed  by  seven  nights 
at  the  4-star  Xiyuan  ideally  located  for  making 
bothindeoendentand  organised  excursions  tuthe 
Great  Wall.  Ming  Tombs.  Summer  Palace.  Forbid- 
den City  and  Peking  Zoo. 

During  your  stay  you  rmy  sell!  clone  afthu  options; 
nfvnsitingChina’s  ancient  capital.  Xian  tosee  the 
Terracotta  Warriors,  or  to  visit  Shanghai.  Suzhou 
and  the  Grand  Canal  on  a three-night  excursion. 
The  return  journey  is  via  Tashkent  where  we 
transit  fora  two-nigh  tstaywith  an  optional  owr- 
night  trip  to  Samarkand,  the  glorious  former 
capital  nfTumburiainc  the  Great,  hclnre  taking 
the  reium  flight  to  London. 
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Nuclear- 


call  for 
inquiry 


CarelinaH<TOoninQt«wM 


Negligence  at  the 

European  Laboratory 
for  Particle  Physics 
(Cera)  has  led  to  the  site  be- 
coming contaminated  with 
radioactivity,  a nuclear 
protection,  group  alleged 
yesterday. 

The  French-based  Com- 
mission for  Research  and 
Independent  Information 

On  Radioactivity  called  for 
a full  Independent  inquiry 
to  be  conducted  at  the  site, 
which  straddles  France  and 
Switzerland  near  Geneva. 

The  commission  con- 
ducted tests  inside  Cera  on 
January  20  and  February 
15.  and  found  radioactive, 
material  in  waste  bine  in 
public  areas,  with  readings 
sometimes  well  above  fbe 
limits  Imposed  at  Cern_ 

The  group  complained 
that  .subcontractors  man- 
aging nuclear  waste,  at  the 
site  w ere  given  little  or  no 
training  in  radiation  pro- 
tection and  had  insufficient 
■protective  clothing. 

The  Investigation  fol- 
lowed a complaint  by  PSerre 
AUemann,  ah  employee  of  a 
sub-contractor  managing 
nuclear  waste  at  Cera  from 
1980  to  1994.  He  bad  to  leave 
his  job  after  be  developed 
lung  cancer. — AP. 


Dudayev’s  death  raises  fears  for  success  of  Russian  peace  plan 

Chechen  rebels  elect 
hawk  as  new  leader 


David  Hears*  in  Moscow  ■ 

DZHOKHAR  Du- 
dayev, the  Chechen 
rebel  leader  who 
died  in  a Russian 
rocket  attack  on  Sunday 
night,  was  buried  yesterday 
in  a rural  graveyard  in  Che- 
chenia,  as  fears  grew  in  Mos- 
cow that  his  death  might  pro- 
voke a rebel  attach  on  Russia 
itself 

Alter  24  hours  of  conflicting 
statements  aboid  Dudayev’s 
fate,  Shamil  Basayev,  a top 
Chechen  field  commander, 
confirmed  the  death  an  rebel 
television. 

Mr  Basayev  said  the  rebel 
military  council  had  elected 
Zelbnkhan  Yandarbiyev  as 
the  new  guerrilla  leader . 

A poet  and  previously  Du- 
dayev's deputy,  Mr  Yandar- 
biyev, aged  44,  is  known  as  a 
hardline  nationalist.  He 
formed  an  independence 
movement  as  early  as  1989  — 
when  Dudayev  was  a loyal 
Soviet  air  force  general. 

Upon  election  yesterday, 
Mr  Yandarbiyev  vowed  to 
keep  fighting  for  indepen- 
dence, Russia’s  Itar-Tass 
news  agency  reported. 

Dudayev  died  in  a rocket 
attack  as  he  stood  in  a field. 

Looking  ahead  . . . Bends  Yeltsin  reviews  an  honour  guard  with  Jiang  Zemin,  China’s  talking  on  a satellite  tele- 
president in  Tiananmen  Square  yesterday.  The  Russian  president’s  visit  will  locus  on  phone  to  a foreign  in  termed! - 
trade, border  disputes,  and  China’s  nuclear  testing  photograph:  Alexander  zemlmwichenkq  ary  about  starting  peace  talks 


with  Boris  Yeltsin,  the  Rus- 
sian president 
The  Russian  commander  in 
Chechenla,  General  Vyaches- 
lav Tikhomirov,  denied  that 
his  forces  were  involved  in 
the  attack,  but  an  interior 
ministry  source  said  Dudayev 
was  killed  in  retribution  for 
an  ambush  last  week  which 
killed  up  to  90  Russian  troops. 


Dudayev  kept 
Europe’s  largest 
army  at  bay  for 
16  months.  But 
politically  his 
legacy  is  mixed. 
His  actions 
provoked  Moscow 
to  Invade.  Some 
40,000  civilians 
have  died  In  the 
ensuing  war 


Mr  Yeltsin,  speaking  in 
Khabarovsk,  on  bis  way  to 
r.hina,  played  down  the  im- 
portance of  the  death.  “With 
or  without  Dudayev-,  we  will 
wind  up  everything  in  Che- 
chenia  with  peace.”  be  said. 
But  he  then  added:  “We  must 


be  on  the  alert,  as  the  rebels  j 
may  intensify  their  activity.”  j 

Mr  Yeltsin  launched  his  so- 
called  peace  Initiative  on 

March  31,  after  recognising 
that  the  continued  loss  of  Rus- 
sian troops  was  harming  him 
in  the  campaign  for  Russia’s 
June  16  presidential  election. 

Since  Mr  Yeltsin  launched 
his  plan  to  withdraw  troops 
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| from  areas  not  involved  In  the 
fighting,  more  than  120  fed- 
eral soldiers  have  died. 
Human  rights  organisations 
have  spoken  out  against  vi- 
cious Russian  attacks  on  ci- 
vilian villages,  and  the  Rus- 
sian military  leadership  has 
openly  criticised  Mr  Yeltsin. 

Dudayev’s  death  further 
complicates  the  situation  for 
Mr  Yeltsin. 

The  first  signs  of  the  fate  of 
the  peace  plan  were  ominous. 
An  aide  to  the  Tatar  presi- 
dent, Myentyemir  Shaimiev, 
who  was  to  have  acted  as  an 
intermediary  in  talks  be- 
tween Mr  Yeltsin  and  Du- 
dayev. said  the  Tatar  presi- 
dent was  “withdrawing  from 
playing  an  active  part”. 

Russian  generals  were  . 
openly  pinning  their  hopes  on  I 


the  re-emergence  of  Du- 
dayev's chief  of  staff.  Aslan 
Maskhadov.  He  was  the  chief 
rebel  negotiator  in  talks  in 
Grozny  with  the  Russian  mili- 
tary, and  is  seen  as  a dove. 

But  there  are  also  signs  of 
potential  splits  in  the  top 
command  of  the  Chechen  sep- 
aratist army.  Like  the  mqja- 
hedin  In  Afghanistan,  field 
commanders  act  Indepen- 
dently of  each  other,  although 
they’  meet  to  coon  l mate  the 
fighting  about  twice  a month. 
Air  Basayev  had  publicly'  crit- 
icised Dudayev-  over  funding 
for  commanders  m the  field. 

Mr  YandArbiyev's  last  for- 
eign mission  was  to  .Iordan, 
where  there  is  a strong  Che- 
chen diaspora  He  is  repreted 
to  have  control  of  the  purse- 
strings for  the  rebel  cause.  Mr 
Maskhadov  is  popular  in  the 
villages  In  the  rest  and  south 
east  of  Chechenla.  but  m the 
west  there  lire  other  warlords, 
such  ns  Aknnil  Zakayev  and 
Ruslan  Gdayov. 

Dudayev  now  paws  into 
the  status  of  a martyr  for  the 
Chechen  nation.  He  was  a su- 
perb military  strategist,  res- 
ponsible for  keeping  at  bay 
the  largest  army  in  Europe 
for  16  months.  Politically, 
however.  Dudayev’s  legacy  is 
mixed.  His  actions  provoked 
Moscow  to  the  point  where  it 
had  no  alternative  but  to  in- 
vade. Over  40,000  civilians 
have  died  in  the  war  and  the 
country  is  devastated. 

• Mikhail  Gorbachev  was 
punched  in  the  face  while 
campaigning  yesterday  for 
Russia's  June  16  presidential 
election,  the  Gorbachev  Foun- 
dation said.  It  described  the 
assault,  by  an  unknown  man 
in  the  western  Siberian  city 
of  Omsk,  as  “an  assassination 
attempt’’,  but  Russian  news 
agencies  called  It 
“hooligan  ism". 

Obituary,  page  lO 


Chernobyl  affects 
children’s  genes 


Tim  Radford  . 

Science  Editor 

Scientists  examining 
the  genetic  fingerprints 
of  families  in  the  path  of 
the  radioactive  plume  from 
Chernobyl,  the  reactor  which 
exploded  10  years  ago  today, 
have  found  mutations  inher- 
ited by  children  bom  years 
later. 

This  could  be  the  first  evi- 
dence that  radiation  damage  to 
one  generation  could  enter  the 
gerznline  — be  passed  to  chil- 
dren, and  to  their  children. 

The  research,  by  Yuri 
Dubrova  of  the  Vavilov  Insti- 
tute in  Moscow,  and  Sir  Alec 
Jeffreys,  the  Leicester  scien- 
tist who  pioneered  genetic 
fingerprinting,  is  published 
today  in  the  periodical 
Nature. 

The  researchers  report  that 
genetic  mutations  occur  twice 
as  often  In  children  of  parents 
exposed  to  the  fallout 
The  scientists  collected 
blood  samples  from  79  fam- 
ilies in  a heavily  polluted  part 
of  Bielarus,  to  the  north  of  the 
reactor.  What  the  families 
had  in  common  was  that  both 
parents  had  lived  in  the 
region  since  the  accident,  and 
that  children  had  been  born 
into  each  family  between  Feb- 
ruary and  September  1991. 

Although  the  researchers 
do  not  claim  that  the  muta- 
tion was  directly  caused  by 
radiation,  they  point  out  that , 
the  worse  the  level  of 
caesium-137  contamination  in 
the  area,  the  higher  the  rate 
of  mutation  in  local  families. 

“From  the  very  beginning, 
we  started  to  see  that  there 
was  probably  something 
wrong.”  said  Dr  Dubrova.  “We 
were  absolutely  shocked.” 

But  both  scientists  were 
also  carefol  to  point  out  that 
the  mutations  were  in  the  part 
of  the  DNA  used  by  forensic 
scientists  to  establish  pater- 
nity, or  links  with  crime. 

These  “mini-satellite” 
regions  of  DNA  do  not  seem 
to  be  biologically  important 
There  has  been  no  evidence 
so  far  of  germline  damage  to 
the  genetic  material  which 
builds  or  controls  cells. 

The  work  developed  years 
ago  out  of  an  Interest  in  muta- 
tions in  the  DNA  used  by  sci- 
entists for  fingerprinting. 

“To  our  great  surprise  we 
did  indeed  find  an  effect  at 
really  low  doses  of  radiation,” 
said  Sir  Alec. 


The  British  scientist.  Dr 
Dubrova  and  five  others 
began  examining  blood  sam- 
ples from  the  families  who 
lived  in  the  shadow  of  the 
world’s  worst  accidental 
release  of  radioactive  mate- 
rial and  compared  them  with 
British  families. 

“What  we  found  in  the 
Bielarus  sample  was  evidence 
for  approximately  a doubling 
of  the  mutation  rate,”  said  Sir 
Alec.  “The  trivial  explanation 
is  that  this  is  a remarkable 
statistical  fluke.  The  obvious 
conclusion  (me  would  love  to 
jump  to  is  that  the  ionising 
radiation  from  the  Chernobyl 
reactor  was  directly  respon- 
sible for  that  increase  in 
mutation.” 

If  this  is  correct  it  would  be 
the  first  direct  evidence  for 
ionising  radiation  causing 
mutation  through  the  genera- 
tions in  humans. 

“But  It  is  provisional  I 
have  to  stress  that”  said  Sir 
Alec.  “Because  of  the  unique- 
ness and  extreme  importance 
of  this  disaster  we  have  to 
learn  as  many  lessons  as  poss- 
ible. What  we  are  really  doing 
is  calling  for  a greater  co- 
ordinated effort'1 

The  research  left  a critical 
question:  did  the  same  radia- 
tion affect  other,  more  sensi- 
tive parts  of  the  genetic  inher- 
itance? “We  have  a straight 
answer  to  this:  we  do  not 
know.” 

• On  the  eve  of  the  10th  anni- 
versary of  the  world's  worst 
nuclear  disaster,  firefighters 
at  Chernobyl  were  keeping  a 
close  eye  on  the  smouldering 
remains  of  a blaze  that  on 
Tuesday  burned  375  acres  of 
heavily  contaminated  forest 
and  grassland,  writes  Mat- 
thew Brzcztnskt  in  Kiev. 

The  full  extent  of  radiation 
released  from  the  fire  in  the 
18-mile  exclusion  zone  that 
surrounds  the  power  station 
was  not  clear  yesterday.  The 
blaze,  which  claimed  no  vic- 
tims, was  probably  set  off  by  a 
dropped  cigarette  butt.  About 
10,000  people  still  live  in  the 
area,  which  is  officially 
uninhabitable. 

According  to  Greenpeace 
representatives,  readings 
taken  by  Chernobyl’s  Depart- 
ment of  Radiation  Monitoring 
showed  "four*  to  five-fold”  in- 
creases in  the  levels  of  can- 
cer-causing caesium.  How- 
ever, government  officials 
and  Ukrainian  state  televi- 
sion said  radiation  Increases 
were  “insignificant”. 
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Talent  at  two  years  old 

Prep  school  pundits  should  study  the  research 


FIRST  came  the  soundbite  politician: 
now  enter  the  say-it-in-a  sentence  pri- 
vate school  head.  The  satchel  infection 
began  in  the  secondary  sector.  Both  the 
last  two  chairmen  of  the  Headmasters' 

Conference  (HMC),  which  represents 
240  leading  public  schools,  have 
preached  populist,  uninformed,  socio- 
logical sermons  to  mothers  about  the 
emotional  damage  which  they  can 
cause  to  their  children  by  going  out  to 
work.  Tony  Evans,  the  current  chair- 
man, has  even  taken  to  writing  In  the 
Daily  Mail  about  middle  class  parents 
who  betray  their  children  by  “paying 
fees"  but  “wash  their  hands  of  rearing 
and  responsibility”.  Now  soundbite  dis- 
ease has  spread  to  the  primary  sector 
with  Paddy  Holmes,  chairwoman  of  the 
Independent  Schools  Association  Incor- 
porated. speaking  out  against  damage 
which  working  mothers  can  cause  by 
sending  children  as  young  as  two  to 
nursery  classes  in  prep  schools.  In  a 
sentence  of  unseemly  scrambled  syn- 
tax, she  declared:  “Young  children  need 
a one-to-one  relationship,  not  a one-to- 
eight ...  if  I thought  the  human  race 
was  meant  to  be  brought  up  like  that 
we  would  be  bom  in  litters  like  pup- 
pies, and  not  one  at  a time.” 

Mrs  Holmes  has  not  just  upset  middle 
class  parents  who  use  preparatory 
schools  but  her  colleagues  as  well  The 
chairman  of  yet  another  private  school 
group,  the  Incorporated  Association  of 
Preparatory  Schools,  declared:  “We 
wouldn't  be  doing  it  if  we  thought  we 
were  driving  a wedge  between  parents 
and  their  children.”  The  latest  statis- 
tics. released  this  week,  show  100  out  of 
GOO  preparatory  schools  now  accepting 
children  of  two.  Most  only  attend  part- 
time.  Some  are  in  creches  run  by  the 
schools.  But  the  numbers  are  soaring:  a 
27  per  cent  increase  last  year  to  4£00. 

How  much  harm  is  this  doing?  Mrs 
Holmes  claimed  research  supported  her 
assertions.  Mrs  Holmes  is  wrong.  The 


research  is  ambivalent  True,  the  big- 
gest study  in  Britain,  based  on  daycare 
centres  rather  than  schools,  showed 
children  in  the  centres  had  more  emo- 
tional probems,  but  they  were  already 
suffering  from  these  when  placed  there. 
Prof  Kathy  Sylva,  who  reviewed 
research  worldwide  for  the  1994  RSA 
report  on  nursery  education,  concluded 
high  quality  daycare  produced  positive 
results,  low  quality  adverse  ones.  High 
quality  programmes,  such  as  in 
Sweden,  have  phenomenal  results:  “the 
highest  performance  in  school  tests  and 
the  best  emotional  adjustment  was 
found  in  the  children  who  had  experi- 
enced the  most  daycare,  even  before  the 
age  of  one  year.” 

What  should  parents  do?  Trust  their 
instincts.  No  one  is  likely  to  know  their 
child  as  well.  The  UK  research  on 
nursery  education  from  the  age  of  three 
is  unequivocal:  there  are  huge  benefits 
for  children,  not  just  educationally  but 
in  developing  social  skills  as  welL  But 
what  about  emotional  development, 
particularly  for  the  under  threes?  Psy- 
choanalysts point  to  the  crucial  impor- 
tance of  children  achieving  a warm  and 
affectionate  attachment  to  their  mother 
in  their  first  year.  But  we  also  know  the 
value  of  establishing  other  bonds  as 
welL  Good  childcare  achieves  that  So 
would  good  early  nursery  education.  It 
may  only  be  private  in  file  UK,  but  as 
we  reported  in  Tuesday’s  Guardian 
Education,  about  one  third  of  two-year- 
olds  in  France  already  attend  nursery 
schools.  French  research  suggests  the 
two-year-olds  do  remarkably  better  edu- 
cationally — across  all  classes  — than 
the  children  who  enter  nursery  classes 
at  the  age  of  three  or  four.  There  is  a 
further  issue  for  researchers:  how  do 
we  stop  private  school  heads  sounding 
off  like  Daily  Mail  leaderwriters?  Per- 
haps it’s  time  the  parents  who  pay  their 
salaries,  start  biting  any  flashing  popu- 
list ankle. 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


The  price  of  injustice 
Ys 


Let  me  take  you  by  the  hand  and 
ead  you  off  the  streets  of  London 


Business  wary  of  hard  money 

But  prospects  of  electronic  cash  may  come  to  the  rescue 


YESTERDAY’S  thumping  69  per  cent 
vote  against  a single  European  cur- 
rency by  the  Institute  of  Directors’ 
annual  conference  shouldn’t  be  taken 
as  an  accurate  barometer  of  industrial 
unrest,  but  it  may  well  be  a sign  of 
things  to  come.  The  Institute  has  for  a 
long  time  been  much  more  Euro-scepti- 
cal  than  its  more  powerful  cousin,  the 
CBI.  The  IOD's  lush  PaU  Mall  club 
provides  a sort  of  industrial  bathhouse 
where  directors  can  let  off  steam.  What 
is  significant  is  the  size  of  the  majority 
and  the  fact  that  it  ■ coincides  with 
evidence  that  industry  is  not  nearly  as 
enamoured  of  a single  currency  as  it 
used  to  be.  The  CBI’s  survey  last  No- 
vember found  only  a small  majority,  in 
favour  of  EMU  — a far  cry  from  its 
unequivocal  support  a few  years  ear- 
lier. Since  November  there  has  been 
anecdotal  evidence  of  more  scepticism. 

Most  industrialists  are  still  strongly 
in  favour  of  the  single  barrier-free 
European  market  and  would  welcome 
the  convenience  of  dealing  in  a single 
currency.  But  the  advantages  of  avoid- 
ing the  transaction  costs  (commission 
plus  the  banks’  profit  on  buying  and 
selling)  may  be  offset  by  higher  com- 
mission charges  on  transactions  as  the 
banks  try  to  make  up  for  losing  out  on 
the  profitable  business  of  dealing. 
Every  company  will  have  to  pay  for  the 
one-off  conversion  costs  of  changing  all 
their  equipment  to  cope  with  the  Euro 
— an  unnecessary  expense  for  the  thou- 
sands of  small  companies  that  don’t 
export  at  all.  There  are  fears  that  the 


UR  report  of  the  diffi- 
culties of  me  Birming- 
ham Six  in  achieving 
adequate  compensation  and, 
in  particular,  the  comments 
of  Terry  Dicks  MP,  highlights 
how  much  the  pendulum  has 
swung  away  from  the  levels  of 
concern  that  saw  the  setting 
up  of  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Justice  (Birmingham  Six 
suffered  irreversible  trau- 
mas’. April  23). 

There  has  long  been  a whis- 
pering campaign  from  die 
right  suggesting  that  the  Irish 
victims  of  miscarriages  of  Jus- 
tice were  lucky  to  be  cleared 
on  technicalities.  The  fact 
that  they  are  suffering  from 
severe  trauma  is  in  itself  con- 
vincing evidence  of  their  in- 
nocence. It  is  increasingly 
recognised  that  persons 
wrongly  locked  up  for  hid- 
eous crimes  can  incur  serious 
psychological  rinmaga,  as  they 
suffer  .shock,  abuse  and  the 
frustration  of  being  con- 
stantly targeted  by  a fre- 
quently hostile  system.  In  act- 
ing for  Stefan  Kiszko,  I was 
referred  to  prison  medical  re- 


regional  unemployment  which  a strong 
single  currency  will  almost  certainly 
generate  would  need  large  cross-fron- 
tier subsidies  to  stem  — and  these  may 
not  be  forthcoming  from  Brussels. 

When  the  Government  was  trying  to 
get  itself  off  this  hook  in  1990,  it 
dreamed  up  the  notion  of  a “hard  ecu”, 
a new  currency  which  would  be  guaran- 
teed to  hold  its  value  against  other 
currencies  including  the  Dmark.  It  was 
hoped  that  other  countries  would  seize 
on  this  Esperanto  of  currencies  as  a 
market-led  alternative  to  the  proposed 
Euro.  It  was  also  hoped  that  if  enough 
companies  and  individuals  started 
using  it,  the  new  currency  would  be- 
come the  norm  on  the  basis  that  good 
currency  would  drive  out  the  bad.  It  got 
nowhere  because  it  was  so  self-evident- 
ly a politically  inspired  solution  to  get 
Britain  off  the  hook.  But  will  there 
come  a time  soon  when  it  offers  a 
chance  to  get  Europe  off  the  hook?  Two 
things  have  changed  since  1990.  First 
there  are  much  wider  worries  in 
Europe  about  the  effects  of  a single 
currency  (even  though  the  main  protag- 
onists insist  that  they  are  going  ahead 
with  it)  Second  the  prospects  for  elec- 
tronic money  have  advanced  quite  dra- 
matically: banks  all  over  the  world  are 
preparing  for  it  If  the  banks  made  the 
hard  ecu,  or  something  similar,  the 
currency  of  electronic  money  they 
might  find  a ready  market  and  provide 
the  EU  with  an  interim  solution  — until 
we  are  hilly  grown  up  and  ready  to  lock 
ourselves  into  the  Euro  for  ever  more. 


Thought  for  the  Day  . . . 

What  on  earth  should  be  done  with  Thoughtforthe  Day? 


THOUGHT  for  the  Day  occupies  an 
extraordinary  place  in  British  life.  It’s 
hard  to  imagine  any  other  country 
handing  a prime-time  slot  on  national 
radio  to  a motley  crew  who  have  varied 
credentials  for  broadcasting  other  than 
believing.  For  two  minutes  forty 
seconds,  the  faithful  can  glory  in  the 
illusion  of  authority  in  this  country  of 
non-believers,  and  hold  a platform 
alongside  those  with  real  power.  The 
slightest  changes  to  the  slot’s  brief  or 
contributors  spawn  acres  of  comment, 
as  evidenced  by  the  coverage  of  yester- 
day’s decision  to  “rest”  three  veterans. 
The  slot  is  perceived  as  a barometer  of 
the  nation’s  beliefs.  No  wonder,  that 
humanists,  atheists  and  agnostics  rail 
against  this  privileged  vestige  of  Reith- 
ian  broadcasting. 

It  survives  because  it  reflects  that 
quintessentially  English  diffidence  to 
religion.  We  like  having  it  as  part  of  the 
ritual  of  our  lives,  but  only  on  the  clear 


understanding  that  it  remains  within 
strict  limits.  After  a history  littered 
with  religious  conflict,  we  are  wary  of 
anything  that  smacks  of  controversy  or 
conviction,  and  above  all,  faith  must  be 
kept  well  away  from  politics  — as  Tony 
Blair  discovered  at  Easter. 

Given  these  limits.  Thought  for  the 
Day  always  runs  the  danger  of  banality, 
apple-pie  hometruths  with  God  slipped 
surreptitiously  in  at  the  end.  It's  a slot 
which  takes  few  risks;  it  is  weighted 
towards  clerics,  Protestants  and  the  late 
middle-aged  middle  class.  It  is  faith 
tailored  by  non-believing  producers  for 
a largely  non-believing  audience. 

Everyone  knows  what’s  wrong.  Few, 
thankfully,  care  enough  to  want  to  get 
rid  of  it,  but  even  fewer  seem  to  know 
how  to  revitalise  it  The  same  could  be 
said  of  British  religion.  Among  the 
flurry  of  conflicting  comments  made  by 
the  BBC.  they  are  promising  new.  less 
"churchy”  voices.  Good  luck  to  them. 


cords  describing  id™  as  hav- 
ing ‘.‘delusions  of  innocence”. 

To  endure  the  wrongful 
conviction,  to  battle  for  years 
to  be  cleared  and.  then  face  a 
fight  for  compensation  in  a 
system  that  places  a higher 
value  on  a pop  star’s  reputa- 
tion than  it  doe6  on  its  citi- 
zens’ freedom  prolongs  the  or- 
deal for  the  victim  and 
diminishes  us  ali- 
CJ  Malone. 

Solicitor, 

13  Halifax  Road, 

Todmorden, 

Lancs  OL14  5AG. 

TERRY  Dicks's  comment  is 

I defamatory.  Those  of 
Dame  Jill  Knight  and  John 
Carlisle  are  almost  certainly 
defamatory.  None  of  them  is 


covered  by  Parliamentary 
privilege. 

Their  comments  make  it 
necessary  to  remind  them 
and  others  of  the  basic  facts: 

• The  men  were  arrested  in 
November  1974  and  treated 
with  extreme  violence  while 
in  police  custody  and  when  in 
prison.  They  were  treated  as 
guilty  from  the  outset; 

They  were  convicted  on  de- 
fective scientific  evidence  and 

police  forgeries; 

• Compensation  Is  supposed 
to  be  assessed  in  line  with 
damages  which  would  be 
awarded  in  a court  of  law.  My 
client  (Gerry  Hunter)  has  still 
not  received  a final  assess- 
ment from  the  Home  Office 
Assessor.  I understand  that 
the  other  five  have.  Figures 
which  have  been  mentioned 
do  not  even  come  up  to  die 
amount  of  wages  and  pension 
which  Gerry  Hunter  would: 
havehad. 

As  the  Home  Office  itself 
admits,  no  basis  of  calcula- 
tion of  the  awards  exists  and 
certainly  none  haa  been  pub- 
lished. Which  six  Conserva- 
tive MPs  will  volunteer  to 
spend  the  next  18'/a  years  in 
prison,  so  that  they  may  come 
out  with  same  understanding 
of  what  some  are  so  ready  to 
talk  about? 

IvanGeffen. 

Solicitor, 

Malvern  House, 

62  Bradford  Street 
Walsall  WS13QD. 


first  place”?  We  can  never 
compensate  for  foe  damage 
that  we  have  inflicted  an 
these  men. 

Hugh  Callaghan  gays  he 
feels  no  bitterness  after  16 
years  behind  bars.  It  would  be 
better  If  our  MPs  demon- 
strated some  of  his  virtues. 
Sharon  Eastwood. 

101  Station  Road,  - 
Gamlingay. 

Sandy, 

BedsSGlDSHB. 

IN  ALL  foe  years  that  foie 
Irish  have  campaigned  for 
their  release  of  “The  Six”,  not 
one  Irish  representative  has 
expressed  sorrow  for  the 
dead.  Having  had  a friend 
murdered  by  the  IRA  (not  In 
the  Birmingham  bombing)  I 
have  found  fins  selective  con- 
science on  the  part  of  file 
Irish  (yes,  and  their  British 
liberal  supporters)  totally 

TmHflrgptuhlp.. 

Anthony  David  Janes. 
Latchf o rd  Street 
Ashton-under-Lyne, 
Lancashire.  . 

THE  scandalous  comments 
by 


SURELY  the  people  of  Bir- 
mingham would  rather 
that  those  guilty  of  heartless 
murders  should  be  punished? 
These  six  men,  and  their  fam- 
ilies, have  had  their  lives 
ruined  by  British  justice. 
How  then  can  MPs  say  that 
they  have  been  treated  “with 
great  fairness”  or  that  they 
“didn’t  deserve  a penny  in  'foe 


by  various  Tory  MPs 
would  suggest  that  they  still 
regard  the  six  men  as  some- 
how responsible  for  file  bomb- 
ings and  for  fhtg  reason  unde- 
serving of  compensation.  Xf 
this  is  not  the  case,  than 
would  they  kindly  explain 
why  it  Is  unthinkable  to  use 
taxpayers'  money  for  pay- 
meats  to  persons  locked  away 
for  16  years  for  no  reason 
whatsoever,  but  perfectly  ac- 
ceptable for  the  British  gov- 
ernment constantly  to  pour 
foe  same  money  down  foe 
drain  in  an  orgy  of  misman- 
aged privatisation? 

Declan  Swan  ton. 
Reinsburgstr  57. 

70178  Stuttgart, 

Germany. 


ONDON  Regional  Passen- 
L_gers  Committee  has  long 
urged  London  Transport  to 
license  busters  (Leader,  April 
24).  With  decent  safeguards, 
talmted  and  disciplined  busk- 
ers bring  the  colour  of  street 
theatre  to  and  help  harmonise 
an  often  bleak  and  inade- 
quately staffed  system.  We 
have  even  offered  to  repre- 
sent passengers  on  the  audi- 
tion panel. 

(prof)  Eric  Midwinter. 

Chair,  LRPC, 

14-18  Cfresham  Street, 

London  EC2V7PR. 

MANY  of  the  original  doo- 
woppers  developed  their 
techniques  and  repertoires 
through  practice  in  the  access 
tunnels  of  New  York  subway 
stations  because  of  the 
favourable  acoustics.  Con- 
trary to  your  assertions,  1 be- 
lieve we  should  be  encourag- 
ing our  young  people  to 
revive  this  tradition  and  per- 
form the  works  of  The  Four 
Seasons  and  other ' doo-wop- 
pers  in  the  Underground. 

Iain  Noble. 

32  Croftdown  Road, 

London  NWS  1EN. 


Bad  behaviour 

YOU  describe  the  NAS/ 
UWT  threatened  teachers' 
strike  over  a disruptive  pupil 
as  one  which  “would  have 
been  the  first  teachers’  strike 
over  discipline  for  10  years 
(‘Violent’  boy  to  get  special 
deal.  April  24).  This  is  not  the 
case.  In  summer  1992,  foe 
NUT  staff  memers  of  the 
Hammersmith  School  (since 
renamed  ' Phoenix  High 
School,  in  the  Windscale/ 
SeLlafield  tradition),  went  on 
strike  over  refusing  to  teach 
three  12-year-old  boys 
accused  of  arson.  Although 
the  initial  outcome  was  simi- 
lar to  foe  solution  adopted  in 
Glaisdale,  le  with  the  head- 
master personally  supervis- 
ing the  children,  the  hoys 
were  transferred  elsewhere. 

Although  one  has  to  be 
sympathetic  to  the  problems 
of  pupils  such  as  Richard 
Wilding  and  his  parents,  we 
must  not  forget  the  parents  of 
all  the  other  pupils,  whose 
education  is  often  made  im- 
possible by  the  presence  in 
the  classroom  of  even  one 
seriously  disruptive  child. 
The  Government  has  to 
address  where  and  how  to 
educate  such  children,  now 
that  90  many  special  schools 
have  been  closed,  rather  than 
accept  Ofsted’s  negative  as- 
sessment of  many  inner-city 
schools. 

As  head  of  business  studies 
at  Hammersmith  School,  1 
was  suspended  on  full  salary, 
at  the  taxpayers’  expense,  for 
six  months,  after  being  as- 
saulted by  two  pupils,  under  a 
spurious  allegation.  We  are 
risking  causing  serious  dam- 
age to  our  inner-city  schools 
for  the  sake  of  short-term  po- 
litical gam 
Anda  MacBride. 

Arodene  Road, 

London  SW2. 


Please  include  a full  postal 
address  and  a telephone 
number.  We  may  edit  letters: 
shorter  ones  are  more  likely  to 
appear.  We  repret  we  cannot 
acknowledge  those  not  used. 


Diana  has  found  her  vocation 


I,  LIKE  the  Princess  of 
Wales,  feel  deeply  for  the 
needy  and  suffering  (The 
Queen  of  Hearts  and  aortas, 
April  24)  and,  like  her,  come 
from  a privileged  background 
(although  not  as  privileged  as 
hers). 

And  so  I decided,  at  the  age 
of  40,  to  become  as  a nurse.  I 
have  just  emerged  from  three 
years’  training.  I ' have 
worked  on  wards,  in  operat- 
ing theatres,  with  Aids  pa- 
tients and  sick  children,  and 
struggled  through  night 
duties  and  shift  work,  at  the 
same  time  as  being  a wife  and 
mother  of  two  children  — and 
all  for  £7,000  a year. 

If  the  Princess  of  Wales 
truly  wishes  to  be  a Queen  of 
Hearts,  why  not  enrol  as  a 
student  nurse,  and  meet  aQ 
the  real  queens  of  hearts  out 
there  in  hospitals?  She  could 
then  be  useful  in  operating 
theatres  instead  of  getting  in 
the  way. . 

Maggie  Andrews  RGN. 
Bishops  StortfonL 

TO  WATCH  surgical  opera- 
tions is  educational  and 
does  give  a greater  under- 
standing of  the  fears  and 
anxiety  small  children  and 
their  parents  must  undergo 
when  surgical  skill  is  bal- 
anced against  known  mortal- 
ity. Certainly,  it  is  a more 
useful  occupation  than  shoot- 
ing birds,  hunting  foxes  and 
deer,  or  playing  about  on  polo 
ponies. 

It  takes  strong  nerves  to 
watch  an  operation  — many 


tainers,  not  just  musicians,  so 
come  on  down  to  foe  Garden 
Isle.  An  sae  will  bring  details. 
Louis  Lawrence. 

Hon  Marketing  Officer. 

IoW  Council  for  the  Arts, 

26  Gills  Cliff  Road, 

Ventnor.  IoW  P038 1LH. 

OUR  leader  will  find  a 
large  measure  of  agree- 
ment in  Bournemouth.  For 
some  years  now  the  pedes- 
trian areas  of  this  town  and 
the  several  arcades  have  been 
greatly  enriched  by  the  per- 
formances of  a variety  of 
musicians  ranging  from  ec- 
centric to  conservatoire  stan- 
dard, a™*  of  ethnic  or  classi- 
cal interest 

The  performers  cause  no 
obstruction  and  are  clearly 
much  appreciated  by  the  mod- 
est crowds  they  attract  What 
might  put  the  matter  in  per- 
spective is  that  a recent  group 
put  out  two  hats  for  dona- 
tions. If  you  approved  of  the 
performance  you  put  some- 
thing in  the  left  hat  and  if  you 
didn't  you  could  put  some- 
thing in  the  other. 

James  F Sullivan. 

4 Uplands  Road. 
Bournemouth  BH8  9SS. 


VERY  sorry  to  hear  of  the 
unappreciative  altitude  of 
Londoners  to  buskers  on  the 
Tube.  They  should  try  foe  Isle 
of  Wight  where  we  have  same 
agreed  private  sites  lined  up 
for  the  season  in  Shank! in. 
Ventnor  and  Newport  We  are 
looking  for  all  sorts  of  enter- 


TUBE  buskers  act  as  a de- 
terrent to  crime:  without 
buskers,  empty  corridors  in- 
vite and  encourage  muggings. 
.They  should  be  encouraged. 
James  Hazan. 

9 Thorn  gate  Road. 

London  W9  2DN. 


On  racists  and  low  IQs 

THE  claim  by  Christopher 
Brand, 


medical  students  faint  at 
their  first  sight  of  blood.  Per- 
haps Prin  cess  Diana’s  sons 
might  be  interested  in  train- 
ing as  doctors?  If  so,  she 
would  be  in  a better  position 
to  advise  them. 

The  publication  of  her  visit 
might  entourage  the  Govern- 
ment to  provide  adequately 
for  the  NHS.  Not  so  long  ago 
foe  than  minister  was  consid- 
ering closing  Harefield. 

(Dr)  Pamela  Aylett. 

4 Nepean  Street, 

London  SW15  5DW. 

In  defence 

IN  reply  to  your  Saturday  let- 
iters  critical  of  Israel:  firstly, 
its  presence  in  south  Lebanon 
is  not  a civil  occupation,  but  a 
limited  military  presence  de- 
signed to  minimise  incursions 
into,  and  strikes  against, 

northern  Israel.  No  one  would 

be  happier  than  the  Israelis  if 
they  could  leave.  Not  only  Is- 
raeli civilians,  but  many  Is- 
raeli soldiers  have  been  killed 
in  this  kagronning  mnfiv»t 

As  for  foe  charge  that  Jew- 
ish and  Christian  leaders  have 
not  condemned  Lebanese  ci- 
vilian deaths,  no  one  from 
either  community  has  ex- 
pressed other  than  horror.  Is- 
raelis have  held  protests 
against  the  horrific  shpniwg  of 
the  UN  camp.  Yet  Muslim 
terrorists  who  set  out  to  mas- 
sacre Jews  in  Islam’s  name 
arefeted  as  martyrs. 

Pam  Marshall. 

London  NW3. 


author  of  The  g 
Factor:  General  Intelligence 
and  its  Implications  (Pub- 
lisher drops  book  by  *proud 
racist*.  April  18).  that  he  is  a 
racist  only  in  the  “scientific 
sense”  is  a contradiction  in 
terms  if  science’s  task  is  to 
establish  reality.  He  says  his 
views  are  “pretty  mainstream 
for  people  in  psychometric 
psychology”,  which  merely 
shows  that  some  scientists 
succumb  easily  to  ideology. 

What  is  deeply  disturbing  is 
that  be  speaks  from  an  author- 
itative position  within  a uni- 
versity to  degrade  black 
people  and  women.  Would 
there  be  such  “findings”  if 
blacks  and  women  were  not  so 
seriously  under-represented 
in  the  academic  world? 

The  reappearance  of  such 
discredited,  inflammatory 
material  as  written  by  Mr 
Brand  stems  from  the  attempt 
to  convert  education  from  a 
service  meeting  society’s 
needs  into  a profit-driven 
enterprise.  The  resulting  cor- 
ruption infects  both  thought 
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and  practice  in  educational 
institutions. 

Geraldine  Thorpe. 

Patrick  Brady. 

Council  for  Academic  Freedom 
and  Academic  Standards. 

7 Benn  Street. 

London  E9  5SU. 

JOHN  Wiley  have  joined  the 
ranks  of  the  enemies  of  the 
open  society  with  their  deci- 
sion to  withdraw  from  publi- 
cation, apparently  on  the 
grounds  that  Brand's  book 
states  that  blacks  are,  on  aver- 
age. less  intelligent  than 
whites.  The  section  dealing 
with  this  is  mainstream  and 
moderate.  He  summarises  the 
research  literature  showing 
that  blacks  score  lower  than 
whites  on  intelligence  tests 
and  he  discusses  whether  this 
is  caused  by  a genetic  deficit 
lets  readers  make  up  their 
own  minds.  Students  should 
be  able  to  read  a balanced  pre- 
sentation of  what  is  becoming 
a taboo  issue. 

Richard  Lynn. 

276  Drumcroone  Road. 
Coleraine  BT51  3QT. 


HIGHLANDS:  Many  thanVa 
to  those  readers  who  wrote  to 
or  telephoned  me  about  the 
icehouses  they  know  of  in  the 
Highlands.  These  contacts 
nave  added  several  more  ice- 
h°nf*»  to  the  ever-growing 
hst  that  now  numbers  around 
45  although  I estimate  that 

the  final  list  will  be  twice  that 

number.  One  reader  remem- 
bered two  icehouses  at  Cul- 
kem  near  Lochinver  in  Suth- 
erland on  the  east  roast  and 
she  recalls  foe  ice  being  ear- 
ned by  horse  and  cart  from 
Lochtover  where  presumably 
tt  had  been  brought  in  by 
boat.  The  icehouses  were 
J°l.s?,re  saitoon  that 
were  fished  from  the  bay  in 
summer  although  the  prac- 

during  the  war  and  started 
again  in  foe  fifties  when  one 
i^touses  was  used  as  a 

cold  store  although  ice  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  used 
men.  Another  source  of  in- 
iormation  may  well  be  Ord- 
nance Survey  maps  as  I have 
been  informed  that  while 
are  not  normally 
shown  on  the  1:50  000,  they 


SS  1:25  000  but 

that  still  means  a very  large 
1113  PS  to  look  at 
As  regards  the  planned  in- 
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recording  forms  two  weeks 
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structure  is  a 
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Joanna  Coles 


IAM  enamoured  to  learn 
that,  fresh  from  denying 
the  mysterious  rumours 
that  be  Is  to  take  prer  as 
bead  of  Radio  4,  my  friend 
MelvynBragg  is  set  for  yet 
more  media  exposure.  Dis- 
cussions are  underway  at 
BBC2  to  produce  a TV  ver- 
sion of  Start  the  Week. 
(Monday  night  is  the  most 
likely  slot,  especially  as  the 
dreary  and  strangely  super- 
ficial Brains  Trust  is  un- 
likely to  be  recommis- 
sioned.) Of  course,  the  only 
com  plaints  when  TV  pick- 
pocketed  the  Moral  Maze  . 
were  from  viewers  alarmed 
by  whatthe  panellists  actu- 
ally looked  like.  As  one 

critic  observed,  on  the  radio 
they  have  the  craggy  gravi- 
tas  of  Aubrey  Smith;  on  TV 
“they  look  like  characters 
from  a Norman  Wisdom 
film".  Hardly  a crttlcigm 
one  could  level  at  the  tightly 
gelled  Mr  Bragg. 


IAM  thrilled to  hear  that 
Graham  Sharpe,  senior 
bookmaker  for  William 
BUI,  has  entered  Into  the 
spirit  ofBrltain’s  latest  lit- 
erary award,  the  Orange . 
Prize — which  restricts  its 
entries  to  female  authors 
only.  So  determined  is  he  to 
stick  to  the  women-only 
rule,  Sharpe  has  delegated 
the  technical  task  of  compil- 
ing the  odds  to  his  secre- 
tary, Romane,  who  has  been 
commanded  to  read  all  the 
shortlisted  titles  by  the 
weekend.  “I  don't  read 
many  women  authors  nor- 
mally,** says  Romane,  look- 
ing up  briefly  from  her  typ- 
ing. ‘Tin  not  one  for  the 
sort  of  books  yon  take  on 
holiday  and  1 cant  stand 
that  AS  ByatL”  What  does 
she  like  then?  “Well,  I read 
one  bo  ok  with  greyhounds 
on  the  front  recently  which 
was  quite  good.**  Any  sign 
of  a favourite?  “Not  yet,  but 
I can  teU  by  page  three  if 
they’re  crap.”  Such  preci- 
sion does  William  Hill 
proud.  I await  her  odds 
with  much  anticipation. 
Truly. 


IEANWHILE I am 
much  encouraged  by 
the  enthusiasm  with 
which  Ian  Hargreaves  has  : 
been  swinging  his  axe  at  the 
New  Statesman.  Not  since 
Geddes  has  it  seen  so  much 
action:  off  went  the  heads  of 
the  deputy  and  assistant 
editors  and  the  political  col- 
umnist earlier  this  week. 
And  farther  chops  are  ex-  . 
pected.  It  was  Hargreaves, 
of  course,  once  a frightftilly 
busy  .execntive  at  BBC  News 
and  Current  Affairs  j Who 
made  the  quite  brilliant  de- 
rision to  replace  Sir  Robin 
Day  at  Question  Time  with 
the  effervescent  Peter  Sis- 
sons-His  career  can  only 
continue  to  flourish. 


^HLSEWHEBE I am 
Vte  pleased  to  announce 
■hnY  globetrotting 
friend  Terry  Major-Ball  is 
back  on  British  soil  at  last. 
He  arrived  home'yesterday 
morning  after  a 24-hour 
flight  from  the  Melbourne 
Flower  Show,  during 
which,  I am  disappointed  to 
learn,  he  flew  economy 
class.  “It  was  a little  bard 
on  my  back  but  the  plane 
was  full  and  I couldn't  ex- 
pect them  to  turf  someone 
off,”  he  tells  me  uncom- 
plainingly. “On  the  plane  I 
went  into  the  cockpit  twice. 
When  you’re  in  those  big 
planes  the  runway  doesn’t 
half  comb  at  you  ata  big 
lick.  I had  a lady  pilot  some 
of  the  way.  It  was  very  in- 
teresting to  see  a lady  pilot 
a plane.  (Tm  not  saying 
ladies  aren’t  equal my 
mother  was  equal  before 
her  time.)!  think  rm  cor- 
rect in  saying  the  lady  pilot 
, was  a third  officer;  I under- 
’ stand  she’s  getting  her  own 
plane,  possibly  twin  en- 
gine.” And  on  that  note  we 
must  leave  Him  to  recover 
from  his  jet  lag.  Tomorrow:  ■ 
Terry  reveals  exclusively  to 

the  Diary  his  exhausting 
schedule  among  the 
chrysanthemums. 


■HOD  AT*s  contender  for 
the  Plain  English 
■ Award  comes  from  a 
report  by  the  National 
Police  Training  Centre. 
“Quality  assurance  may  be. 
defined  as  all  the  planned  - 
and  systematic  activities 
implemented  within  the 
quality  system  and  demon- 
strated as  needed,  to  pro- 
vide adequate  confidence 
that  an  entity  will  ftilm 

requirements  for  quality. 
Thus  in  order  for  quality  to 
be  assured  .it  is  necessary 
for  quality  to  be  defined. 

Quality  may  be  defined  as 

follows:  totality  of  charac- 
teristics of  an  entity  that 
bear  on  its  ability  to  satisfy 
stated  and  implied  needs,  i 

trust  that’s  sufficiently 

clear. 


outside  Peoria 


Commentary 


Hugo 

Young 

in  Washington 


America  bestrides 
the  world,  but  the  co- 
lossus is  bewildered. 
She  doesn’t  know 
where  to  fix  her  gaze.  Her  res- 
ponsibility has  never  been 
more  solitary,  but  her  atti- 
tude never  more  uncertain,  hi 
the  Middle  East,  and  Asia, 
and  Europe,  other  outside 
powers  count  for  Tittle.  as  we 
see  every  day.  But  nor,  often, 
does  toe  US.  Ask  Warren 
Christopher,  kept  insultingly 
in  an  hy1<*  w***fc, 

on  his  17th  visit  to  Syria  since 
becoming  Secretary  ofState. 

Tn  Washington  over  +Ka 
years.  I’ve  beard  much  sibi- 
lant and  many1 

brands  of  loud  imperialism. 
But  I’ve  never,  until  now, 
been  regaled  by  such  incoher- 
ence on  one  side,  wild  such  in- 
difference on  the  other. 

Politicians  here  have  al- 
most ceased  to  talk  about  for- 
eign policy.  There  is  a great 
question  about  America’s  role 
in  the  world,  but  not  even  the 
beginnings  of  an  answer  is 
emerging,  because  there  is  so 
little  political  interest  in  hav- 


ing a serious  debate.  Use 
silence  is  jarring.  After  all, 
fids  isn’t  Tonga  or  Zimbabwe, 
closely  though  Washington, 
with  its  gypsy  taxis  and  cha- 
otic municipal  services,  styme- 
times  resembles  a Third 
World  capital.  The  world 
needs  America  to  have  a 
world  view,  and  there’s  no 
sign,  whoever  wins  In  Novem- 
ber, of  this  need  being 
satisfied. 

President  Clinton  is  a little 
more  engaged  ftpp  he  was.  Tn 
1992  be  declared  fora  domes- 
tic -presidency  but  soon 
learned  ft  wasn’t  available, 
and  he  has  important 
achievements  to  his  credit, 
notably  in  the  area  of  trade. 
He  also,  finally,  got  commit- 
ted in  Bosnia.  Whether  the 
Mato  military  presence.  as 
pledged,  will  aid  exactly  on 
thpE»  thk  year  is  not  a closed 
question.  To  some  surprise, 
Clinton  said  the  other  day 
that  ah  extension  would 
remain  under  review,  though 
Congress  would  doubtless 
fight  it  Washington  is  more 
bullish  than  London  about 

fhfl  (i'Hiitw*  of  wmw  Trinri  of 

stability  establishing  itself 
As  long  as  nobody  gets  killed 
— an  eventuality  which  the 
US  forces  are  udder  stricter 
instructions  than  the  British 
or  French  to  avoid  — file 
great  American  public  won’t 
notice  what's  happening, 
which  is  the  way  Clinton 
needs  it  to  be. 

What  happens  after  the 
troops  do  depart,  however,  is 


quite  unclear.  - Avoiding  the 

50-man.  ?pril}rqih  that  wiiiM 

loser  the  election  is  about  as 
for  as  the  White House  thinks 
ahMii.  An  economic  commit- 
ment will  remain,  and  rapid 
reaction  forces  could  stay 
camped  in  Croatia  , and  Hun- 
gary. But  what's  missing  is  a 
concept  The  critique,  of  the 
Clinton  foreign  policy 
remains  unchanged.  Frame- 
work and  linkage,  the  archi- 
tecture of  a wutid  view,  are 
absent.  Robert  Zoellick,  a 
wininr  wwi  fn  the  Bush  State 
Department  and  one  cf  the 
few  conceptual  is ers  round 
Bob  Dole,  calls  Clinton  “stra- 
tegically passive  and  tacti- 
cally reactive”,  and  the 
charge  is  hard  to  rebut 

It  is  visibly  true  in  Europe, 
where  Bosnia  drowns  out 
other  strategic  thinking. 
Washington  wants  Nate  ex- 
pansion anfi  EU  enlargement, 
and  is  deeply  mystified  by 
what  most  people  regard  as 
the  crazy  whoring  after  a 
single  currency.  But  diplo- 
macy is  mainly  confined  to 
firefighting.  Few  people  are 
thinking  for  the  decade.  At 
this  turning-point  of  history, 
when  the  teaching  role  of  the 
presidency  could  come  into 
its  own,  this  premdent,  a 
gifted  communicator,  has 
nothing  to  say. 

The  alternative,  however, 
seems  to  cflfer  even  less.  With 
the  Republicans,  indifference 
reaches  the  lower  depths. 
Talk  to  the  new  conservatives 
in  the  Congress  or  the  think- 


tanks,  and  you  hear  not  orga- 
nised isolationism  so  much  as 
sheer  anomie.  These  suppos- 
edly razor-sharp  new-wave 
politicians,  rigorous  in  de- 
constructing post-war  con- 
ventional wisdom  about  wel- 
fare and  economics,  simply 
change  the  subject  when  you 
suggest  that  fee  US,  willy 
nilly,  must  have  a foreign  pol- 
icy. It  Is  as  If  their  assault  on 
“government"  must  encom- 
pass a denial  that  any  such 
entity  is  needed  to  express  the 
US  Interest 

Some  at  is  eawmingTi 
politics,  on  which  I’ll  be 
reporting  in  future  pieces.  It 
has  become  almost  impossi- 
ble fix-  those  rare  Congress- 
men interested  in  foreign  af- 
fitirs  to  take  a trip  to  foreign 
parts.  If  they  set  foot  outside 
Peoria  for  even  the  worthiest 
reason,  they  run  the  risk  of 
charges  that  they’re  neglect- 
ing their  district  to  junket  in 
Budapest  During  the  cold 
war  they  had  the  excuse  of 
getting  to  know  the  enemy. 


The  world  needs 
America  to  have  a 
world  view,  and 
there’s  no  sign 
of  this  need 
being  satisfied  - 


No  such  indulgence  is  avail- 
able in  a fiHnsita  that  permits 
a new-wave  Congressman  to 
declare,  as  one  recently  Hid, 
that  he  has  no  interest  in 
maintaining  the  Nato 
alliance. 

The  Republican  leadership 
seems  dimly  aware  that  this 
may  not  be  quite  good 
enough.  The  eery  Newt  Ging- 
rich, faded  godfather  of  these 
Republican  new-wavers,  has 
an  idea  that  he  should  try  to 
internationalise  his  insular 
zealots,  assuming  he  is  still 


the  Speaker  after  November. 
Gingrich  himself  is  more 
globalist  though  with  a novel 
way  of  advancing  the  cause. 
The  B lamarckian  model  do*** 
not  obtain.  Instead  of  trying 
to  define  an  American  global 
role,  he  is  investigating  a 
massive  Internet  hook-up 
whereby  legislators  round  the 
world  can  talk  about  prob- 
lems and  solutions  to  deal 
with  welfare,  drugs  and  other 
problems  they  share.  Foreign 
policy  as  exchange  and  mart 

Gingrich  will  no t be  presi- 
dent, and  be  has  long  lost  his 
role  as  prime  minister  to 
Clinton’s  constitutional  mon- 
arch. The  alternative  to  Clin- 
ton's incoherence  is  in  the 
hands  of  Bob  Dole  who, 
among  the  other  encrusta- 
tions cf  a lifetime  in  Washing- 
ton. retains  the  label  of  an  in- 
ternationalist Republican. 

Even  Dole’s  friends  are 
restrained  in  their  discern- 
ment of  anything  that  could  be 
called  his  world  view.  He’s  a 
case-by-case  legislator,  seldom 
troubled  by  file  desire  to  make 
links  and  frameworks.  He 
gives  file  impression  of  a man 
so  consumed  by  the  complex- 
ity of  the  alliances  be  needs  to 
conduct  a winning  election 
campaign  that  he  dare  not 
have  a dear  opinion  about 
anything  very  much.  Last 
week  be  foiled  to  make  a 
scheduled  speech  about  China 
policy  for  no  better  reason, 
apparently,  than  that  he  didn't 
know  what  to  say.  The  speech, 
Tm  informed,  will  eventually 
be  given.  But  nobody  expects 
Bob  Dole  to  assume  a new  di- 
mension. He  will  become,  if  he 
wins,  the  leader  cf  the  world. 
But,  like  Clinton,  he  will 
shrink  from  making  sense  of 


stonals  will  do  what  they  can, 
which  is  often  quite  a lot-  see 
Richard  Holbrooke,  a second- 
rank  official  who  fixed  Bosnia. 
Of  vision  and  strategy,  the 
unique  endowments  of  the  po- 
litical leader,  America  Anri  the 
world  seem  likely  to  be  long 
deprived. 


A powerless  people 


Edward  Said  argues  that  the 
Arabs’  problem  is  not  solely  the. 
wickedness  of  a perceived 
oppressor,  but  a deep-seated 
and  paralysing  internal  malaise 


question  is  not 
^^^^only  that 'Israel  has 
H lived  outside  the 
norms  of  interna- 
■I  tional  behaviour  in 
war  of  in  peace  since  it  was 
established,  hut  that  today  the 
Arabs  are  totally  powerless. 
Whereas  Israel  can  rail  its 
tanks  across  borders,  its.  air- 
force can  bomb  civilians  at 
win,  its  propagandists  can  fill 
the  western  media  with  their 
lies  about  self-defence  and  the 
war  against  terrorism,  the 
Arabs  for  their  part  can  only 
bleat  out  little  squeaks  of 
anger. 

fhera  are  small  groups  here 
and  there  (like  Hizbullah)  who 
can  offer  Israel  resistance 
with  outmoded  Katyushas, 
but  they  are  part  of  no  affi- 
ance or  plan ’that  ,1s  forger 
than  them, .-Lebanon  has  now' 
been  bcmibed  roercilessly  for 
almost  two  weeks  (and  Hizbul- 
lah has  survived)',  yet  no  Arab 
capital  has  brought  forth  any 
official  .response  except 
silence  'or  polite  diplomatic 
murmurings..  . 

The  problem  is  Arab  power- 
lessn*s*  This  bears  repeating 
the  problem  is  Arab  power- 
lessoess.  This  is  something  for 
which  neither  the  United. 
States  — which  has' behaved: 
as  an  extension  of  the  Israeli', 
government,  and  the  brmrav 
table  Warren  Christopher-  as 
H».  local  office  boy  . — --  nori 


France,  nor"  the  European 
Union  has  a solution.  It  is  an 
Arab  problem,  and  ft  concerns 
every  individual  who  calls 
him /herself  an  Arab.  We  are 
all  part  of  this  general  inca- 
pacity to  do  much  except  look 
fif|u  wringing  oor  hszids,  tty* 
tag,  of  going  on  strike. 

The  most  recent  solution  to 
our  problems  has  been  the  so- 
called  peace  process,  which 
any  -mortally  competent  ob- 
server of  Israel  could  have 
figured  out  as  an  extension  of 
its  longstanding  policy  to 
dominate  the  Arabs  militarily 
and  economically.  Far  Israel, 
Arabs  are'  racially  inferior 
people,  who  'must  be  beaten  or 
punished  until  they  obey. 
When  they  don’t,  as  In  the 
Hbhiiiiah  instance,  the  Israe- 
lis are  momentarily  stopped, 
though  their  arrogance  con* 
-timies.  Then  came  file  sudden 
ffhiminatkm  on  the  part  of 
great  mbiris  like  Mahmoud, 
Abbas,  and  Yasser  Arafat  that 
Shimon  Peres  and  Yitzhak 
Rabin  bad  undergone  a 
change.  They  had  became  vi- 
sionary men  of  peace.  So,  lead- 

tag  an  exhausted  and  disSlu- 
.-skraed  Palestinian  people, 
Abu  A-mmar  and  Abu  Mezen 
leapt  into  Israel's  lap. 

AH  you  have  to  do  to  know 
what  then  happened  is  to  visit 
.the  -Occupied  Territories, 
“which  l have  just  done.  Then 
you  can  see  . that  the  peace 


process  means  Israeli  occupa- 
tion with  Palestinian  part- 
ners.  The  Palestine  Authority 
now . has  12,000  Palestinian 
prisoners,  thus  proving  that  a 
Palestinian 'enforcer  of  Israeli 
policies  can  be  as  clever  as  an 
Israeli  at  catching  Palestinian 
“terrorists”  and  “fundamen- 
talists”. The  only  trouble  is 
that  the  military  occupation 
continues,  the  Territories  are 
dosed.  Area  A is  rally  1 per 

cent  of  the  West  Bank,  there  is 
TO  per  cent,  unemployment, 
Palestinian  lands  are  expro- 
priated every  day,  houses  are 
demolished,  people  go  hungry 
and  they  are  tortured,  but 
Arafat  goes  to  meet;  Peres 
while  the  Israeli  army  is 
bombing  Lebanon  and  killing 
civilians^  The  two  great  peace- 
makers and  Nobel-prize  win- 
ners emerge  from  their  meet- 
ings with  on  their 

feces.  The  peace  process 
moves  forward,  and  allows 
Peres  to  invade  Lebanon,  thus 
placing  his  desire  to  be  re- 
elected above  the  lives  of  half 
a million  Lebanese  refugees 
and  several  hundred  fatalities. 

Such  powarlassnass  borders 
on  the  comic.  Of  the  10 
countries  which  lead  the 
world  in  arms  purchases, 
seven  are  Arab.  Every  Arab 
Httawi  h«a  -seen  the  - armies 
and  the  police  forces  CArafet 
has  no  fewer  than  13  of  his 
own)  everywhere  on  streets 
and  street  comers.  None  of 
these,  no  airforce  or  navy 
(Arafat  has  60  naval  officers 
stationed  in  Nablus,  which  is 
ISO  kilometres  from  any  sea} 
or  army.  Is  used  to  deter  Is- 
rael. except  Syria’s,  although 
it  too  will  not  fight  back  in 
Lebanon  where  it  has  30.000 
troops. 

The  real  question  is  power- 


lessness.  As  VS  Naipaul.  the 
Trinidadian- British  writer, 
has  his  main  character  say  in 
his  first  novel.  The  Mimic 
Men:  "We  [in  the  Third 
World]  lack  order.  Above  all, 
we  lack  power,  and  we  do  not 
understand  that  we  lack 
power,  We  mistake  words  and 
the  acclamation  of  words  for 
power,  as  soon  as  our  bluff  is 
called  we  are  lost”  It  is  cer- 
tainly true  that  alone  of  the 
Arab  states,  Syria  has  stuck 
to  its  principles  about  com- 
plete withdrawal,  but  it  does 
not  mitigate  the  fact  that  like 
all  other  Arab  states  Syria 
has  no  real  civil  society,  or 
democracy,  or  social  dyna- 
mism; its  policies  in  Lebanon 
do  not  provoke  admiration  or 
participation  on  the  part  of 
most  Lebanese,  who  feel 
themselves  — ■ rightly  so  — 
powerless  in  Syria's  orbit. 

AS  a society  we  are 
left  with  slogans 
and,  as  Naipaul's 
character  says, 
words.  And  these 
continue  to  camouflage  the 

reality  from  us,  which  is  our 
own  self-inflicted  poweriess- 
ness.  We  must  all  of  us  ask 
why  it  is  that  for  the  past  five 
decades  we  have  watched  Is- 
rael violate  our  sovereignty, 
massacre  our  civilians,  hu- 
rniHatu  our  soldiers  and  gen- 
erals, colonise  our  land,  even 
as  we  make  speeches  and  vow 
vengeance.  Empty  words  In 
the  air. 

Our  last  gamble  — that  Is- 
rael wants  peace  and  is  will- 
ing to  be  generous  — has 
proved  to  be  extremely 
flawed.  Israel,  like  the  US. 
wants  to  preserve  its  interests 
intact  No  matter  how  many 
times  Abu  Ammar  and  Abu 


Mazen  repeat  the  words 
“peace  process”,  the  facts  are 
that  their  people  lose  more 
land  (and  sovereignty)  every 
day,  and  Jerusalem  is  more 
lost  to  the  Palestinians  every 
day. 

When  a “crisis"  occurs,  all 
the  Arab  peace-makers  act 
surprised,  as  if  they  had  no 
idea  that  Israel  would  behave 
this  way.  although  of  course  it 
has  always  behaved  this  way, 
and  will  continue  to  do  so, 
because  it  has  power  and  we 
do  not  Power,  after  all,  is  not 
just  military  strength.  It  is  the 
social  power  that  comes  from 
democracy,  the  cultural 
power  that  comes  from  free- 
dom of  expression  and 
research,  the  personal  power 
that  entitles  every  Arab  citi- 
zen to  feel  that  he  or  she  Is  in 
fact  a citizen,  and  not  just  a 
sheep  in  same  great  shep- 
herd’s flock. 

I often  think  that  one  reason 
for  our  powerlessness  is  that 
we  feel  self-hatred.  Otherwise 
It  is  impossible  to  explain  bow 
over  200  million  people  with 
human  and  natural  resources 
cf  a High  order  can  continu- 
ously hurt  themselves,  contin- 
uously prevent  themselves 
from  accumulating  the  kind  of 
power  that  brings  self-respect 
and  seriousness  of  purpose.  I 
have  no  other  explanation  for 
our  situation,  which  cannot  be 
extenuated  or  explained  away 
by  appeals  to  the  ravages  of 
imperialism,  or  to  corrupt 
regimes,  or  any  of  the  other 
litanies  cf  self-exculpation. 

The  problem  is  Arab 
powerlessness. 


< Edward  Said  1906.  Edward 
Said  is  Professor  of  English  and 
Comparative  Literature  at 
Columbia  University,  New  Vork 


The  novel  is 
dead?  Long 
live  the  novel 


Natasha  Walter 


THE  death  of  the  novel  is 
here  again.  It’s  a stand- 
ing joke  among  news- 
papers* literary  editors  trying 
to  find  a story.  Shall  we  cam- 
mission  the  “books  are  out” 
piece,  or  shall  we  commission 
the  one  that  proves  “books  are 
back"?  Ever  since  the  novel 
was  born,  critics  have  been 
proclaiming  its  death:  John 
Middleton  Murry  insisted  on 
its  demise  just  at  the  time  that 
Proust.  Joyce  and  Woolf  got 
going.  This  time.  George 
Steiner  has  fired  an  opening 
salvo:  “What  we  know  as  liter- 
ature has  had  a very,  very 
short  run”  he  told  a meeting 
of  the  Publishers'  Association 
recently  tin  a speech  reprinted 
in  the  May  issue  of  Prospect), 
and  went  on  to  assure  them 
that  the  novel  was  dead. 

More  worrylngly,  some 
facts  and  figures  are  joining 
Steiner  in  the  ring.  According 
to  findings  released  earlier 
this  week  by  the  Family  Ex- 
penditure Survey,  household 
spending  on  books  in  the  last 
quarter  of  1995  was  the  lowest 
for  six  years.  “1  think  those 
statistics  are  very  alarming, 
and  need  to  be  taken  seri- 
ously,” confides  the  managing 
director  of  one  large  publish- 
ing house.  Certainly,  the  de- 
mise of  the  Net  Book  Agree- 
ment has  led  to  cheaper  books 
— but  if  people  do  not  keep  up 
their  spending  overall,  then 
the  profits  of  the  publishers, 
and  the  number  of  books  pub- 
lished, will  begin  to  fall 
steeply. 

Literary  publishing  Is  in  a 
particularly  sad  state.  “Al- 
most anything  is  more  profit- 
able than  general  fiction 
now,”  says  Richard  Char  kin, 
former  chief  executive  of  Reed 
International,  who  now  runs 
an  '‘electronic  scientific  infor- 
mation provider".  Current 
Science.  . 

Steiner  points  to  children’s 
habits  of  playing  with  screens 
rather  than  turning  paper 
pages  as  evidence  feat  not 
only  the  novel,  but  even  liter- 
acy itself,  is  threatened.  Cer- 
tainly. when  politicians  want 
to  show  they  care  about  chil- 
dren’s futures,  they  don’t  talk 
about  increasing  the  supply  of 
books  to  schools  or  supporting 
public  libraries;  instead,  they 
now  pledge  to  link  them  to  the 
information  superhighway 
and  campaign  for  the  use  of 
better  spoken  English  with 
the  help  of  a television 
newsreader. 

But  Steiner's  scaremonger- 
tag.  like  that  of  many  writers 
before  him.  Is  based  on  a ridic- 
ulously inflated  opinion  of  the 
effects  of  technology.  We're 
leaving  the  book  behind,  he 
insists,  because  cf  television. 


advertising,  computer  screens 
and  cinema.  For  him.  the  ad- 
vent of  the  computer  ic  a more 
thorough  revolution  than  that 
cf  the  printing  press.  Ho  tells 
us  eagerly  that  one  day  each  of 
us  will  have  a portable  com- 
puter, “on-line  to  the  libraries 
of  the  world”,  and  then  we 
will  never  look  at  books  In  the 
same  way  again. 

But  what  would  we  read  cm 
our  computer,  dear  George, 
but  books?  The  Internet,  with 
its  half-digested  tads  and  ram- 
bling corridors  of  noosenM. 
amuses  nobody  who  Isn't 
using  it  free.  And  when  the 
computer  got  too  heavy  on  our 
arms  as  we  lay  cm  the  beach, 
when  we  found  we  had  forgot- 
ten to  charge  up  Its  batteries 
as  we  sat  on  the  train,  when 
the  bill  came  in  from  the 
server,  the  telephone  company 
and  the  computer  repair  shop, 
wouldn't  someone  squeak 
with  joy  over  their  cute  new 
invention,  a little  set  of  bound- 
up  print-outs  that  never 
needed  a new  plug? 

Just  as  the  fax  and  elec- 
tronic mail  have  actually 
revitalised  the  art  of  letter- 
writing, and  just  as  the  white- 
hot  technological  revolution 
that  started  so  palnftilly  at 
Wapping  has  only  led  to  yet 
mare  Inky  newspapers  being 
placed  in  the  hot  hands  of  yet 
more  people,  so  computers 
are  driving  a movement  not 
away  from  literacy,  but 
towards  text,  text,  and  more 
text. 

So  let's  not  get  too  scared 
about  the  Idea  of  a drop  in  the 
number  of  books  on  offer.  The 
reality  is  that  the  problem 
with  the  novel  is  not  a dearth 
of  books  being  shifted,  but  an 
overload.  The  plethora,  the 
abundance  of  novels  is  the 
stumbling  block.  Let’s  get  that 
downturn  in  publishers'  for- 
tunes in  perspective.  After  all, 
95,064  titles  were  published 
last  year,  of  which  more  than 
8,000  were  novels.  All  the  mon- 
keys are  at  their  typewriters 
now.  In  this  context  retrench- 
ment would  hardly  go  amiss. 
Readers  could  do  fine  with, 
say,  eight  new  novels  a year 
rather  than  8,000. 

IN  this  deluge  of  words, 
novels  do  seem  ever  more 
fragile  and  uncertain.  New 
novels,  bought  with  such  ea- 
gerness, turn  out  to  be  sour, 
silly  trash,  and  leave  us  fed- 
tag  cheated  and  miserable.  We 
watch  with  bewilderment  as 
the  publishing  industry  and 
its  satellites  celebrate  with 
parties  and  prizes,  fizzing 
blurbs  and  glowing  reviews, 
novels  that  are  dearly  not 
worth  the  paper  they  are 
printed  cm. 

So  will  the  novel  take  its 
place,  finally,  among  the  epics 
and  verse  tragedies,  the  dino- 
saur genres  of  the  past?  Well, 
look  around  you  next  time 
you're  cm  a train;  see  an  the 
dozens  of  people  hunched  over 
their  creased  Penguin  and  Vi- 
rago classics.  The  common 
reader  is  still  out  there.  Isn’t  it 
more  likely  that  the  novel  is 
just  sick,  and  will  surprise  us 
by  twitching  a leg  just  as  we 
send  in  the  undertakers? 
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10  OBITUARIES 


The  Guardian 


Dzhokhar  Dudayev 


Chechen  for  ever 


HIS  index  finger 
pointing  sky- 
wards. the  small 
man  with  the  pen' 
ell  moustache 
stared  at  you  with  black  eyes 
burning  with  Chechen  pas- 
sion:  “My  life  depends  on 
Allah.  It  does  not  depend  on 
the  FSK  (the  former  KGB)  nor 
does  it  depend  on  your  Rus- 
sian government" 

In  a remote  field  in  south* 
em  Chechenia.  Allah  called 
in  the  chips.  That  Dzhokhar 

Dudayev  should  perish  at  the 

age  of  52.  not  at  the  bands  of 
the  KGB.  nor  of  Russia's 
ground  forces,  but  from  a 
rocket  fired  from  a Russian 
aeroplane,  was  perhaps  an 
end  fitting  an  exemplary  for- 
mer Soviet  bomber  pilot 
Bizarre  though  it  may 
seem,  the  Chechen  separatist 
leader  retained  to  the  end  the 
characteristics  and  manner  of 
a Soviet  military  man  — 
small,  wiry,  immaculately 
turned  out,  and  never  on 
time.  His  interviews  were  lec- 
tures. His  quotes  were  rants, 
littered  with  unusable  con- 
spiracy theories.  He  used  his 
many  contacts  with  Western 
and  Russian  journalists  to 
deliver  purple  threats  of 
impending  doom. 

Dudayev  was  a man  of 
bluff.  He  threatened  to  bring 
the  civil  war  into  Russian 


P L Travers 


houses  and  prophesied  the 
conflict  which  he  claimed 
was  part  of  a Russian  plan  to 
exterminate  his  people,  would 
last  for  50  years.  On  one  occa- 
sion he  put  two  old  S54  rock- 
ets on  two  modern  SS-20  mo- 
bile missile  launchers  to  fool 
the  Russians,  with  the  largest 
army  in  Europe,  into  think- 
ing that  he  had  the  potential 
of  using  long-range  missiles 
against  Moscow. 

Dudayev,  the  youngest  of 
seven  children,  was  bora  die 
same  year  that  200,000  Che- 
chen men.  women  and  chil- 
dren died  in  Stalin's  mass 
deportation  of  the  half  a mil- 
lion strong  mountain  nation 
to  Kazakhstan.  Most  died  of 
hunger  and  cold  In  unheated 
cattle  trucks  in  the  bitter  win- 
ter of  1944.  His  father  and  an 
elder  brother  died,  but  Du- 
dayev survived  only  to  spend 
the  next  13  years  in  exile  in 
Kazakhstan. 

The  family  returned  to  Che- 
chenia in  1957  and  in  1962 
Dudayev  entered  the  Tambov 
aviation  school.  On  gradua- 
tion he  went  to  Yuri  Gagarin 
Air  Porce  Academy,  th'e 
Soviet  Union's  highest  pilot 
academy.  A master  sports 
wrestler  and  bomber  pilot,  he 
took  part  in  the  Soviet  inva- 
sion of  Afghanistan  and  rose 
quickly  to  become  command- 
er of  a division  of  heavy 


bombers,  based  in  Tartu, 
Estonia. 

This  was  a formidable  role, 
but  his  relations  with  his  Rus- 
sian commanders  weren't  al- 
ways easy.  His  career  nearly 
ended  when  he  was  caught 
chasing  an  officer  who  had 
insulted  him,  waving  a drawn 
sabre. 

His  military  career  came  to 
an  end  with  the  collapse  of 
the  Soviet  Union.  He  was  in- 
vited to  join  the  executive 
committee  of  the  United  Con- 
gress of  Chechen  People 
(OKCHN),  a political  organi- 
sation in  opposition  to  Mos- 
cow's placeman,  Doku  Zav- 
gayev,  leader  of  the  Chechen- 
Ingushi  Supreme  Soviet  and 
first  secretary  of  the  regional 
Communist  Party. 

Today's  Russian  army  gen- 
erals often  maintain  that  uif 
the  USSR  had  survived,  Du- 
dayev would  still  be  a nice  air 
force  general"  They  are  prob- 
ably right  The  Soviet  mili- 
tary tried  hard  to  keep  the' 
commander  who  had  already 
been  decorated  with  the 
orders  of  the  Red  Banner  and 
the  Red  Star,  by  offering  him 
promotion.  But  Dudayev's 
answer  was  to  say:  ‘"The  high- 
est honour  Is  to  be  a simple 
Chechen." 

He  returned  home  with  a 
Russian  wife,  Alevtina,  an 
artist  but  with  the  heart  of  a 


Chechen  nationalist  Dudayev 
was  elected  chairman  of  the 
United  Congress  and  in  Octo- 
ber 1991  staged  a relatively 
bloodless  coup  d’etat  — only 
one  deputy  was  kWsd  — oust- 
ing Zavgayev  and  the  remains 

of  the  Communist  Party  in 
Chechenia,  who  had  sup- 
ported the  failed  coup  against 
Gorbachev  in  Moscow. 

Initially,  Boris  Yeltsin  sup- 
ported Dudayev,  and  looked 
the  other  way  when  Dudayev 

declared  himself  the  winner 
of  a falsified  Chechen  presi- 
dential’ election  in  October 
1991,  and  went  on  to  declare 
independence  from  Moscow 
for  the  Autonomous  Republic 
of  Chechenia. 

In  1992  Dudayev  received 
both  arms  and  money  from 
Yeltsin's  first  radical  demo- 
crat government  and  the  ofl 
continued  to  flow  up  until 
1994. 

However,  Moscow  had  lost 
interest  although  Dudayev’s 
power  base  increased.  Only 
by  the  summer  of  1994  did 
tension  increase  sufficiently, 
as  a result  of  hijackings  in  the 
region,  for  the  Russian  presi- 
dent to  accuse  Chechenia  of 
harbouring  terrorists.  When 
Moscow  backed  a series  of  ill- 
planned  coup  attempts  with 
Russian  tanks  hired  by  the 
KGB,  they  thought  Dudayev 
would  be  ousted  in  a matter  of 


Prophet  of  conflict . . . Chechen  leader,  Dudayev 


days.  After  large  numbers  of 
Russian  troops  ware  held  cap- 
tive, Russian  forces  went  in 
on  December  11, 1994. 

From  refugee  to  brilliant 
Soviet  General,  to  the  most 
wanted  man  in  Russia.  Du- 
dayev and  his  men  staged  the 
most  brillant  guerrilla  de- 
fence of  the  Chechen  capital. 
Grozny,  and  the  presidential 
“palace"  that  Russia  had  ever 
seen.  Young,  frightened  con- 
script soldiers  were  canon- 
fodder  to  the  vastly  more 
experienced  Chechen  com- 
mando fighters.  But  Dudayev 
was  by  the  same  taken  a lousy 
politician.  On  his  shoulders 
partly  rests  responsibility  for 
the  loss  of  over  40.000  civilian 
lives.  The  fight  against  the 
Russian  military  machine 
was  always  going  to  be  an 


unequal  one,  and  the  Rus- 
sians have  twice  been  on  the 
verge  of  destroying  Du- 
dayev’s forces,  surrounding 
and  pounding  one  village  at  a 
time. 

Hie  was  once  asked  what  he 
would  like  to  be  remembered 
for.  He  replied:  “I  would  like 
very  much  to  leave  behind 
me,  tiie  good  tracks  of  human 
love  and  humanity.  But  In 
this  perverse  world,  such 
things  are  only  achieved  with 
great  difficulty."  Good  tracks 
of  human  love  and  humanity, 
or  the  dirt  tracks  of  devasta- 
tion and  war? 


David  Hearst 


Dzhokhar  Dudayev,  separatist 
leader,  bom  April  15,  1944;  dJad 
April  21.  1996 


The  lasting 
magic  of 
Mary  Poppins 


TO  SURVIVE  the  im- 
pact of  later  life,  chil- 
dren need  regular 
inoculations  of  magic 
and  alarm.  To  survive  the 
impact  of  their  children,  wise 
parents  provide  these  injec- 
tions by  reading  aloud.  Which 
is  why  a multitude  of  chil- 
dren, parents  and  grandpar- 
ents, all  over  the  world,  are  so 
grateful  to  PL  Travers,  who 
has  died  aged  96. 

Her  myths  have  enchanted 
them  for  60  years  — ever 
since  her  most  famous  cre- 
ation, Mary  Poppins,  a 
unique  and  unnerving  chil- 
dren's nanny,  first  para- 
chuted into  the  life  of  a family 
she  chose,  on  her  coloured 
umbrella  with  Its  talking 
parrot-head  handle. 

Mary  Poppins  has  become  a 
classic  and  like  all  classics 
she  emerged  from  an  imagi- 
nation touched  by  genius,  but 
neither  author  nor  character 
are  easy  to  trace  to  their 
sources. 

Pamela  Lyndon  Travers 
was  born  Helen  Lyndon  Goff 
into  an  Irish-Scottish  ranch- 
ing family  in  Queensland. 
Her  grandfather  had  been  the 
premier  of  Queensland  and 
founder  of  Colonial  Sugar 
Refining.  Her  beloved  father 
died  when  she  was  only 
seven  and  at  ll  she  was  sent 
to  a boarding  school, 
equipped  she  wrote,  with  the 
idea  of  a God  who  had  a son 
but  no  wife,  and  therefore 
must  cook  for  himself,  a love 
of  the  night  sky  glittering 
with  the  constellations  that 
frequent  her  books;  and  a 
hand  guide  of  "simple  tribal 
cryptograms"  encoded  in 
Grimm's  Fairy  Tales. 

She  started  work  as  a jour- 
nalist in  Sydney,  but  when 
she  tried  her  hand  on  the 
stage,  she  picked  her  new 
name.  Pamela  Lyndon  Tra- 
vers. she  used  it  when  her 
first  poem  was  published  by  a 
newspaper  editor  called  Mur- 
doch (he  later  had  a son  called 
Rupert).  Moving  to  London 
she  wrote  for  the  New  English  | 


Weekly,  and  sent  a poem  to 
the  Irish  Statesman  for  which 
she  was  paid  £5.  This  led  to  a 
friendship  with  its  editor,  the 
poet  George  Russell,  known 
as  AE,  who  became  as  close  to 
her  as  the  father  she  had  lost 

Early  in  the  1930s  Mary 
Poppins  flew  into  her  head, 
and  no  sooner  were  the  first 
two  or  three  stories  on  paper 
than  they  were  eagerly  seized 
by  the  publisher  Peter  Davies. 
Mary  Poppins  made  her  debut 
in  1934.  followed  by  Mary  Pop- 
pins Comes  Back  (1935)  and 
Mary  Poppins  Opens  The  Door 
(1944).  Their  accompanying 
drawings  were  by  Mary  Shep- 
ard, whose  father  had 
illustrated  Winnie  The  Pooh. 
The  three  books  were 
immediate  best-sellers. 

When  war  broke  out  in 
1939.  Pamela  worked  for  a 
time  in  the  Ministry  of.  Infor- 
mation. She  never  married, 
but  adopted  a son. 

She  was  backed  by  an  ener- 
getic new  publisher.  William 
Collins,  who  lent  her  an  attic 
in  his  office  to  encourage  her 
to  start  writing  again.  He 
helped  her  reap  the  rewards 
when  Walt  Disney's  film  car- 
ried Mary  Poppins  to  parts  of 
the  planet  her  umbrella  could 
not  reach.  Disney  had  wanted 
to  buy  the  film  rights  as  far 
back  as  the  1930s,  but  it  was 
not  until  the  1960s  that 
Pamela  agreed  to  a deal  (“I 
don’t  want  it  to  be  spoilt*^ 
when  the  then  Arnold  Good- 
man negotiated  a contract 
that  she  could  not  refuse.  Al- 
though Pamela  relished  the 
phenomenal  success  of  the 
film  and  was  delighted  by 
Julie  Andrews  as  her  heroine, 
she  could  not  abide  the  spoon- 
fuls of  sugar  with  which  her 
work  had  been  coated:  astrin- 
gence  was  an  essential  ingre- 
dient of  her  character. 

Much  of  her  life  was  de- 
voted to  a quest  for  the  mean- 
ing of  existence.  She  searched 
in  America  among  the  Navajo 
Indians,  the  world  of  Zen  in 
Japan,  in  Jung’s  footsteps  in 
Switzerland,  and  on  her 


P L Travers  — she  hated  the  sugar-coated  Disney  version  of  Mary  Poppins 


Jackdaw 


At  cock  crow 

THERE  is  a story  about  a 
merchant  who  pestered  Mo- 
ses to  teach  him  the  language 
of  animals.  Moses  tried  to 
ward  him  off  but  ultimately 
gave  in.  Armed  with  the 
knowledge,  he  made  a habit 
of  going  tohis  backyard  and 
listening  to  the  birds  and  ani- 
mals. One  day  he  heard  a cock 
tell  another  inmate:  “See  that 
donkey,  how  his  left  hind  leg 
is  shaking?  He  is  dying  in 
three  days.”  The  merchant 
took  thedonkey  to  the  mar- 
ket next  day.  sold  him  and 
came  back  happy.  As  fore- 
seen, the  donkey  duly  died. 
Another  day  the  same  cock 
pointed  to  a horse  and  said: 


"See  how  his  legs  wobble.  He 
will  die  in  two  days.”  The 
merchant  promptly  sold  the 
horse,  made  a pile  and  was 
happy.  Came  a day  when  he 
heard  the  code  say:  “See  the 
master?  How  his  leg  shakes! 
He  will  die  in  a few  days.”  The 
alarmed  merchant  ran  to  Mo- 
ses and  asked:  "What  do  I 
do?"  "Go,  sell  yourself  said 
Moses. 

V'  N Narayanan  ponders  on  the 
dangers  Qf  knowledge  in 
M usings,  his  column  in 
New  Delhi’s  The  Hindustan 
Times. 

Rabbin1  funny 

BERNARD  Manning  has  been 
telling  Matt  Stephenson  of 
Comedy  Review  about  Ids 
kind  of  humour.  Ifyouare sen- 
sitive— and  Bernard  is  fam- 
ously sensitive  to  other  people’s 
feelings— skip  this  item... 
"Take  that  whatsemame,  Jo 
Brand,  what  a thoroughly  hor- 
rid comic  she  Is.  I mean,  come 
on.  she’s  talking  aboutTaxn- 
pax.  shit  and  piles.  That  is  not 
ftmny."  So,  are  those  things 
best  not  talked  about?  “Weil, 
who  wants  to  talk  about  shit 
and  piles  and  fhckm*,  puttin’ 


knees  as  a Christian.  Her 
hunt  produced  a number  of 
books  — Fox  At  The  Manger 
(1962),  Friend  Monkey  (1971) 
and  About  The  Sleeping 
Beauty  (1975).  After  a succes- 
sion of  occasional  pieces  on 
symbolism,  psychology  and 
allegory  appeared  in  Parabola 
magazine  they  were  collected 
in  What  The  Bee  Knows  (1988). 

There  was  never  any  ques- 
tion that  PL  Travers  pos- 
sessed a sharp  mind  and 
warm  heart  From  her  asides 
onLeda  and  the  Swan,  Sleep- 
ing Beauty’s  pricked  finger. 


Maltesers  down  the  toilet?  It’s 

not  funny. 

’Td  never  get  a joke  out  of 
shit,  'cos  Td  think  about  the 
young  man  that'B  sat  with  the 

young  bird,  he  doesn’t  want  to 
know  about  this  sort  of  bally 
thing  fartin',  shiftin'  and 
Tampax . . . It’s  just  flbbbln 
unbelievable.  They  want  to 
think  and  talk  about  that, 
then  (hat’s  their  business.  I 
just  don’t  want  to  fettin’  know 
about  it  Not  when  I’m  having 
my  tea,  sit  at  home  watchin’ 
the  flabbin’  telly. 
Understand?" 

Stephenson  ends  Ms  piece 

with  a little  list  of  Bernard's 

aim  objects  of  humour.  These 
include:  coons,  Jews,  vibrators, 

fat  cows,  Japs,  tits,  shaggin\ 
Franco  Che  was  a good 
bloke"),  the  Dish,  bastard 
IRA,  niggers,  wankin  \ curry, 
Azerbaijanis,  and  lynching. 

Pistol  pretty 

Marion  Hammer  is  the  first 
woman  president  of  America ’s 
National  Rifle  Association.  A 
grandmother,  she  helped 
change  the  taw  in  Florida  to 
permit  its  citizens  to  carry  con- 
cealed weapons.  This  is  pari  of 


and  “the  erotic  thrill"  of  steal- 
ing apples  as  a child,  it  is 
obvious  that  she  was  equally 
alive  to  her  senses. 

Friendship  she  knew;  she 
cared  deeply  for  her  son,  his 
wife  and  their  children;  she 
received  an  honorary  doctor- 
ate from  Chatham  College, 
Pittsburgh,  an  OBE  and  a for- 
tune. in  royalties  (some  of 
which  she  endowed  for  an 
award).  Nevertheless  in  an 
essay  on  sadness  she  hints  at 
a longing,  perhaps  for  love, 
that  was  never  fulfilled. 

AH  her  life  she  evaded  the 


an  interview  she  gave  to. 
George  magazine. 

MH  Because  the  whole  issue 
of  assault  weapons  is  about 
what  the  gun  looks  like.  Cos- 
metics is  really  the  only  thing 
that  separates  a so-called  as- 
sault weapon  from  every  other 
semi-automatic  firearm. 

JK  Cosmetics? 

MH  Yes.  I’m  being  denied  the 
right  to  owna  semi-automatic 
firearm  simply  because  some- 
one doesn't  like  the  way  it 
looks.  People  don’t  under- 
stand die  semi-automatic 
technology,  which  has  been 
around  for  over  100  years.  It  is 
basically  a hunting  rifle  that 
has  been  cosmetically  modi- 
fied. ni  give  you  an  analogy . If 
you  look  at  all  the  different 
automobiles  that  are  out 
there,  the  majority  of  them 
travel  on  regular  roads.  So 
how  do  you  explain  the  dune 
buggies  or  aff-road  vehicles? 
They’re  different,  butyou 
don't  hear  anybody  saying, 
“Why  does  anyone  need  to 
have  a dune  buggy  or  an  off- 
road vehicle?  What's  wrong 
with  your  regular  run-of-the- 
miH  traditional  automobile?” 

It's  aU  a matter  of  personal 
preference. 


persistent  question:  how  did 
you  invent  Mary  Poppins?  If 
bar  genesis  was  spontaneous 
then  it  was  a question  that 
could  not  be  answered,  but  in 
1968  a mist  in  her  mind  par- 
tially lifted.  One  night  after 
her  father  died,  Pamela’s 
mother  left  her  — aged  10  — 
alone  with  her  two  little  sis- 
ters, on  a night  of  thunder, 
lightning  and  torrential  rain. 
She  was  Intending  to  drown 
herself  in  a creek.  Suddenly 
Pamela  was  aware  that  she 
possessed  a gift,  a spell  strong 
enough  to  confound  the  night- 


IQff-road  vehicles?  Tanks  come 
to  mind,  combining  good  road 
holding  and  effective  personal 
protection.  But  it'sjiist  a mat- 
ter of  personal  preference]. 

Catch  this 

Laugh  a couple  of  times  as  you 
read  thefolloioing  list  qf 
Viruses  You  Should  Be  Aware 
Qf andyou  are  probably  a 
really  up-tothe-mirudeperson. 
Thanks  to  Gordon  Joly  who 
understands  them  aU  (includ- 
ing the  ones  Jackdaw  has  left 
out), 

OPRAH  WINFREY  VIRUS: 
Your  200MB  hard  drive  sud- 
denly shrinks  to  BOMB^nd 
then  slowly  expands  back  to 
200MB 

AT&T  VIRUS:  Every  three 
minutes  it  tells  you  what  great 
service  you  are 
getting. 

MCI  VIRUS:  Every  three  min- 
utes it  reminds  you  that  you’re 
paying  too 

much  for  the  AT&T  virus. 
PAUL  REVERE  VIRUS:  This 
revolutionary  virus.does  not 
horse  around.  It  warns. 
you  of  impending  hard  disk 
attack—  once  if  by  LAN,  twice 
ifbyC:. 


Adrian  House 


Jack  IQtchinfl 


PHOTOGRAPH-  JANE  SOWN 

mare:  huddling  her  sisters 
under  an  eiderdown  in  front . 
of  the  fire  she  started  to  tell 
them  a -story  about  a small 
horse.  The  spell  worked  until 
her  bedraggled  mother 
returned.  The  nightmare  was 
over,  but  Pamela’s  gift  never 
left  her.  Happily  it  has  contin- 
ued to  delight  her,  and  us, 
ever  afterwards. 


Pioneer  in 
deep  water 


PROFESSOR  JA  Kitdh 
mg.  who  has  died  ased 
87,  was  a pioneer  of  suh 
littoral  marine  ecology  and 
founder  of  the  marine 
research  centre  at  lough  me 
in  south-west  Ireland. 

There,  with  the  help  of  fam- 
ily, friends  and  students,  on 
land  near  the  tough,  bought 
shortly  after  foe  second  world 
war.  Jack  Hitching  estab- 
lished a gmaii  laboratory  and 
an  accommodation  building 

where,  over  decades,  he  devel- 
oped original  meticulous 
techniques  for  foe  study  of 
underwater  .biology. 

The  Tiffligh  foe  region  is  de- 
scribed  as  Lusitanian, 
wanned  by  the  Gulf  Stream 
nwA  l^riirtTig  out  on  the  south- 
west approaches.  It  has  now 
hpen  dedicated  as  a nature 
reserve  of  special  sdentificin- 
terest.  Covering  about  five 
square  kilometres,  the  lough 
has  a narrow  entrance  (five 
metres  wide)  whose  test  and 
erosive  tidal  flows  neverthe- 
less . allow  . only  slow  water 
exchange  with  the  protected 


and  ecologically  rich  main 
lough.  These  conditions,  first 
noted  during  an  Irish  fisheries 
coastal  survey  in  1916,  provide 
an  excellent  setting  for  the 
study  of  marine  species  and 
their  interactions  in  normal 
and  stressed  conditions. 

Born  into  a Quaker  family 
in  York.  Jack  Kitching  had  an 
interest  in  natural  history 
throughout  his  boyhood,  al- 
though when  he  went  to  Chel- 
tenham College  in  1922,  he 
specialised  in  classics-  Once  at 
Trinity,  Cambridge,  in  1928. 
he  elected  to  study  zoology 
and  on  graduating  in  1981, 
became  a lecturer  in  zoology 
at  Birkbeck  College,  London. 
There  he  gained  his  doctorate 
hi  1933. 

In  that  -year  he  married 
Evelyn  Oliver,  who  shared  his 
travels  and  sometime  self-im- 
posed hardships.  By  this  time 
Kitcfaing’s  twin-track  scien- 
tific career  had  taken  off 
through  foe  publication  of 
highly  original  papers  and  he 
moved  successively,  to  Edin- 
burgh and  then,  in  1937,  to 
Bristol  University  where 
there  was  a strong  tradition,  in 
experimental  zoology. . 

ft  was  to  Bristol  be  returned 
after  his  Princeton  fellowship 
and  his  subsequent  wartime 
work  In  Canada,  becoming 
Reader  in  Zoology  in  1948. 
This  was  the  period  during 
which  foe  Lough  hie  base  be- 
came firmly  established. 

Kitching’s  first  Involvement 
with  underwater  ecology 
began  back  in  the  1930s  when, 
using  the  difficult  hard-hat 
and  heavy  boot  diving  gear  of 
the  time,  lie  carried  out 
species  and  habitat  investiga- 
tions in  shallow  waters  off  the 
west  coast  of  Scotland  and 
then  off  southwest  England. 
By  1934  he  had  published  sev- 
eral pioneering  papers  and, 
demonstrating  the  parallel  in- 
terest in  cell  physiology  which 
he  followed  for  the  rest  of  his' 
life,  a series  of  papers  on  os- 
motic and  ionic  mechanisms 
important  in  the  cellular  regu- 
lation in  protozoa  — complex 
single  celled  organisms. 

This  work  an  cell  regulation 
was  carried  out  at  a time 
when  there  was  little  recogni- 
tion of  - the  importance  or  foe 
rapid  adaptability  of  the  proto- 
zoan communities  in  marine 
and  other  biological  cycles. 
Then  in  1938,  on  a Rockefeller 
Fellowship  with  Daniel  Pease 
at  Princeton,  Jack  Kitching 
was  introduced  to  the  experi- 
mental use  of  high  hydrostatic 


Birthdays 


^sores  m the  study  of  cell* 

sra-SS 

•kjs'^^hlss 

pressure  in  foe 

fnnm  of  qqeh  studies,  now 
in  their  abU- 
Srto  determine  foe 
2d  binding properbes^pro; 
tains  and  hence  the  strength 
and  bonding  mechanisms  of 

KltchmCs 
marine  experience  was 
brought  to  bear  on  survival 
SSxh  for  the  Howl  Af 
Force.  This  work,  on  the  el- 
fects  of  cold,  of  oxygen  short- 
age, of  foods  and  of  exposure 
after  “ditching”  — which  In- 
volved Jack  being  submerged 
in  icy  water  for  long  periods 
during  clothing  trials  — 
earned  him  a post-war  OBE. 
The  development  of  survival 
techniques,  clothing  and 
equipment  undoubtedly  saved 
the  lives  of  many  airmen. 

Kitching’s  use  of  high  pres- 
sure research  was,  In  some 
ways,  a link  between  his 
underwater  and  protozoan 
studies,  for  together  they  char- 
acterise the  structures  necesr 
sary  for  organisms  to  survive 
at  great  depth.  But  Jack  was 
more  interested  in  the  cell 


Old  fashioned  scientist . . . 
marine  ecologist,  Kitching 

biology.  He  was  among  the 
first  to -investigate  the  effects 
of  ionising  radiation  on  proto- 
zoan, demonstrating  in  the 
1960s  that,  among  other  struc- 
tures, cellular  components 
essential  for  replication  were 
also  highly  sensitive  to  dam- 
age by  radiation. 

Kitching  was  a very 
reserved,  foy  man,  an  old- 
fashioned  scientist  fortunate 
to  live  in  an  age  when  the 
pursuit  of  esoteric  interests 
was  not  seen  as  self-indul- 
gence or  arrogance.  Sadly,  his 
precision  cf  thought  and  his 
personality  are  on  public  re- 
cord only  in  his  many  scien- 
tific papers. 

In  i960  be  was  elected  a 
fellow  of  the  Royal  Society 
and,  three  years  later,  took  the 
chair  <tf  biology  at  the  new 
University  of  East  Anglia 
where  he  pursued  his 
research  into  the  ultrastruo- 
ture  of  protozoa  and  his 
marine  ecology  at  Lough  Ine, 
until  long  after  his  retirement 
In  1974. 

Jack  Kitching.  although 
very  focussed,  was  never  a 
workaholic.  Jack's  was  de- 
voted to  his  gardens  — a life- 
long interest  which  he  shared 
with  his  wife,  Evelyn. 


Anthony  Tucker 


John  Aiwyne  Kitching,  zoologlg 
bom  October  24,  1908;  died  Adi 
1, 1996 


Pamela  Lyndon  Travers,  writer, 
bom  August  B,  1899:  died  April 
23, 1996 


POLITICALLY  CORRECT 
VIRUS:  Never  calls  itself  a “vi- 
rus”, but  instead  refers 
to  Itself  as  an  “electronic 
micro  organ  ism."-  • - 
RIGHT  TO  LIFE  VIRUS: 

Won’t  allow  you  to  delete  a 
file,  regardless  of  how 
old  It  is.  If  you  attempt  to  erase 
a file,  it  requires  you  to  first 
see  a counsellor  about  poss- 
ible alternatives; 

MARIO  CUOMO  VIRUS:  ft 
would  be  a great  virus,  but  it 


Laugh? ...  I almost  tried 


Ann  Bowtell,  permanent 
secretary.  Dept  of  Social  Secu- 
rity, 58;  Eric  Bristow,  darts 
champion,  39;  John  Bryant, 
deputy  editor,  the  Times,  52; 
Johann  Cruyff,  football 
manager,  49:  DIgby  Fair- 
weather.  jazz  trumpeter, 
broadcaster,  50;  James  Fen- 
ton, poet,  traveller,  47;  kii* 
Fitzgerald,  singer,  79;  Sir 
Francis  Graham-Smith,  as- 


refusestorun. 

TED  TURNER  VIRUS:  Colour- 
ises  your  monochrome  ■ 
monitor. 

ARNOLD  SCHWARZENEG- 
GER VIRUS:  Terminates  and 
stays  resident  ItT]  be 
back. 

DAN  QUAYLE  VIRUS:  Pre- 
vents your  system  froxn 
spa  wning  any  child  process 
without  joining  into  a binary 
network. 

DAN  QUAYLE  VIRUS  £2: 

Their  is  sumthing  rong  wit 

your  komputer,  ewejstrt 
cant  flgyour  out  watt! 
GOVERNMENT  ECONO- 
MIST VIRUS:  Nothing  works, 
butall  your  diagnostic  soft- 
ware says  everything  is  fine. 

GALLUP  VIRUS:  Sixty  per 
cent  of  the  PCs  infected  wfil 
lose  38  per  cent  cf  their  data  14 
per  cent  of  the  time  (phis  or 
minus  a 3.5  per  cent  margin 
of  error.) 

TEXAS  VIRUS:  Makes  sure 
that  it’s  bigger  than  any  other 
file. 

ADAM  AND  EVE  VIRUS: 

Takes  a couple  of  bytes  out  of 
your  Apple. 

FREUDIAN  VIRUS:  Your 

computer  becomes  obsessed 

with  marrying  its  own 


tronomer,  73;  Lord  Lich 
photographer,  57;  Ric 
ktiwfiey,  broadcaster,  e 
Pacino,  actor,  56;  WL 
Roache,  actor,  64;  E 
Shepherd,  painter,  cons 
gS*  «:  Lord  (Ro 
Stddelsky,  historian,  bi 
pher,  56;  Veronica  Su 
land,  ambassador  to  Ire 
57;  Bjorn  Ulvaens,  Abb 
tarist  and  singer,  51. 


motherboard. 

ELVIS  VIRUS:  Your 
gets  fat  slow  and  laz 
selfdestructs;  only  t< 
fees  at  shopping  mal 
stations  and  Burger  1 
across  rural  Am  eric 

HTT  TT?  KTAnmrv^-rw, 


JVill  fcJL  mu 

a paper  shredder. 

KEVORKIAN  VIR0 

your  computer  shut 

an  act  of  mercy. 
LAPD  VIRUS:  It  cla 

threatened  by  the  oi 
on  your  PC  and  eras 
defence”. 

Er.  we  get  the  idea,  G 
Silicon  Valley,  EngL 
should  haw  its  own 

ennn  hnsnrT  . 


SgSSHSfi 

but  isn't 

^f^^jeants  your  jewels.  E- 
r^lFudidaw®guardian- 
■co.uk; fa*  01 717l3^Jack. 


Desmond  Christy 
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Kohl  bungles  jobs  summit,  page  12 

Platinum  merger  blocked,  page  12 
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Financial  Editor  Alex  Brummer 
Telephone:  0171-239-9610 
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Trade  Secretary  vetoes  generators’  plans  to  control  the  electricity  supply  chain 
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Littlechild 
prepares  to 
let  Hanson 
power 


Simon  Seavts 
and  Chris  Barrie 


STEPHEN  Littlechild. 
the  electricity  regula- 
tor, signalled  that  he 
wa s prepared,  to  let 
" Hanson  develop  a power  com- 
. pany  both  generating  and 
. marketing  electricity  — only 
. hours  after  similar  plans  by 
i the  two  main  generators  were 
. crushed  by  the  Govemment 
. . The  decision  by  lan  Lang, 
. the  Trade  and  Industry  Secre- 
. tary.  to  block  takeovers  of 
; regional  electricity  compa- 
nies by  National  Power  and 
r PowerGen  wiped  nearly  £i 
l billion  off  share  values, 
j Investors  and  the  industry 
! itself  had  assumed  that  he 
would  hack  a report  by  the 


| Monopolies  and  Mergers 
\ Commission  and  give  the  bids 
! his  blessing. 

Shares-  in  the  electricity 
sector  slumped  at  a decision 
widely  regarded  as  at  odds 
| with  past  rulings-fipomthe  Go- 
} vecnemnt  .on  utility  take- 
overs.. ’ 

Analysts 'predicted  that 
..PowerGen  and  National 
* Fower  would  look  to  buy 
'shareholder  loyalty  by  an- 
nouncing packages  worth  £2 
billion  between  them.  The  ex- 
. pected  packages  would  ln- 
. elude  share  buy-backs,  and 
National  Power  could  an- 
nounce e special  dividend  of 
' £1  a share  within  .a  week  to 
- ward  off  a takeover  hid  by  the 
^•US  utxUty,So«tiwwii:  ^ . 

PowerGen-'is  efrfeeote&‘  to 
seek  to  offload  its  20-per  cent 
stake  in  its  planned,  target 
. Midlands  Electricity. 

, ■ Prof . Littlechild  made  it 
clear  he  was  infirvour  of  let 
, ting  Hanson  build  up  .supply 
and  distribution  interests 
through  its  ownership  of  the 
regional  electricfty  company 
Eastern  and  in  generation  by 
buying  stations  rated  at  6,000 
megawatts  from  National 
Power  and  PowerGen. 

Hanson's  purchase  of  4,000 

megawatts  of  plant  from 
National  Power  has  yet  to  be 
ratified  by  tha  Office  of  Fair 


Trading.  _Bnt  in  a statement 
welcoming  Mr  Lang's  deci- 
sion, Prof  Littlechild  said  the 
important  next  step  was  for 
the  two  generators  to  com- 
plete the  sale  of  five  power 
stations  to  Hanson. 

After  the  disposals  National 
Power  will  have  20  to  25  per 
cent  of  the  generation  market 
and  PowerGen  17  per  cent 
They  argue  that  by  buying 
their  stations.  Hanson  will 
control  11  to  14  per  cent  of  the 
power-generation  market  as 
well  as  owning  the  country's 
biggest  regional  electricity 
company. 

One  analyst  criticised  Mr 
Lang's  decision  as  explicable 
only  on  account  of  political 
pressure.  By  die  year  2000,  be 
said,  Hanson  would  have  an 
11  per  cent  market  share  and 
PowerGen  15 '-per  cent  He 
said:  “The  dividing  line  . be- 
tween what  is  acceptable  and 
what  is  not  is  becoming  very 
thin." 

In  an  interview  with  the 
Guardian,  Prof  Littlechild 
said  that  Hanson’s  share  of 
the  market  would  be  more 
like  8 to  10  per  cent  He  said  It 
was  not  a question  of  setting  a 
precise  percentage  share  of 
the  market  where  vertical  in- 
tegration was  acceptable,  but 
of  encouraging  the  emergence 
of  competition. 

He  stressed  that  competi- 
tion was  not  sufficiently  well 
developed  in  either  competi- 
tion or  supply  to  be  able  to 
cope  with  the  sort  of  mega- 
mergers  .envisaged; - by.-  the 
generators;  r - ■ > ’<  . 

National  Power  bad  bid  £L5 
billion  to  take  control  of 
Southern  Electric  — a bid 
which  immediately  lapsed  yes- 
terday — while  PowerGen  had 
bid  £15  billion  for  Midlands 
before  the  MMC  referral 

Hinting  that  he  would  Uke 
to  see  a period  of  consolida- 
tion in  the  already  greatly  al- 
tered power  industry,  the  reg- 
ulator said  that  it  would  take 
.two  to  three,  years- to  see 
whether  moves  to  promote 
competition  In  generation,  in- 
cluding the  Hanson  deal  had 
worked.  • 


Black  renews 
Telegraph  bid 


Usa  Buckingham 


CANADIAN  media 
tycoon,  Conrad  Black, 
yesterday  launched  a 
bid  to  take  full  control  of  the 

Telegraph  newspaper  group 
less  than  a year  after  a simi- 
lar attempt  was  scuppered  by 
too  low  an  offer  price. 

The  latest  move  puts  a price 
of  560p  on  each  cf  the-  Tele- 
graph’s shares,  valuing  the 
entire  company,  whose  Hag- 
ship  title  is  Britain’s  biggest 
sluing  national  broadsheet 
at  £763  million. 

Directors  of  the  Telegraph 
and  many  of  its  1,900  staff  will 
share  a windfall  worth  up  to 
£35  million  on  their  stake  in 
the  national  newspaper 
stable.  But  Dan  Colson,  dep- 
uty chairman  of  Mr  Black’s 
Hollinger  group,  which  is 
making  the  bid,  said  it  would 
be  “business  as  usual”.  The 
group  was  still  hoping  to  in- 
crease the  price  of.  the  Daily 
Telegraph  by  5p  to  45p  when 
competition  allowed. 

The  after  proposed  by  Mr 
Black,  which  is  being  recom- 
mended by  the  Telegraph’s  In- 
dependent directors,  is  about 
£1  a share  more  than  he-  said 
he  was  prepared  to  pay  this 
time  last  year  for  the  56  per 
cent  of  the  Telegraph  he  does 
not  already  own.  - 
If  the  bid  succeeds,  and  City 
analysts  yesterday  described 


the-price  as  “very  fair”,  it  will 
end  a chequered  tour-year 
period  for  the  Telegraph  as  a 
publicly  quoted  company.  - 

The  City  was  always  scepti- 
cal about  Mr  Black's  decision 
to  retain  a majority  share- 
holding in  the  company  after 
flotation.  But  in  spring  3994 
when  Telegraph  group 
shares  were  riding  high  on 
the  back  of  strong  profits.  Mr 
Black  sold  another  12.5  per 
cent  cf  h is  shares  to.  institu- 
tional investors  for  £73  mil- 
lion but  within  a matter  of 
weeks  -the  price  crashed  as 
the  Telegraph  slashed  its 
cover  .price,  to  lock  horns 
with  The  Times. 

- Although.  Mr  Black  was 
cleared  of  any  Impropriety  by 
a Stock  Exchange  Inquiry,  the 
Telegraph's  blue-blooded 
stock  broker,  Cazenove, 
walked  out  and,  shareholders 
were  left  baying  for  the  Cana- 
dian’s blood. 

Mr  Black  is  thought  to  want 
to  get  his  hands  on  the  cash- 
flow of  the  Telegraph  where 
headline  profits  are  expected 
to-  bounce  back  from  £28  mil- 
lion to  £56  million  this  year. 

The  latest  offer  will  be 
sweetened  by  plans  to  pay 
shareholders  a lOp  a share 
dividend  and  aproinise  to  cut 
them  in  on  a special  bonus  if 
he  seDs  the  Telegraph’s  25  per 
cent  holding  in  John  Fairfax 
Hnii^ngR  Australia’s  largest 
newspaper  company. 


Telegraph  share  price 


pence,  weekly 
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Market 
revamp 
is  put 
on  hold 


Patrick  Donovan 
Cfty  Editor 


Switch . . . Ian  langdefies  Monopolies  Commission  to  halt  mergers  photograph:  murdo  macleoo 


PLANS  to  transform  the 
London  stock  market  by 
introducing  “order 
driven”  trading  are  today  ex- 
pected to  be  formally  delayed 
because  of  the  lengthy  pro- 
cess of  negotiating  the  neces- 
sary details  with  regulators 
and  the  Treasury. 

The  Stock  Exchange  will  ef- 
fectively put  back  the  clock 
on  the  entire  process  by  say 
ing  that  it  does  not  expect  to 
begin  a second  consultation 
process  with  the  entire  mar- 
ket until  the  regulatory  mat- 
ters hare  been  settled. 

The  delay  is  expected  to  be 
agreed  at  a meeting  of  the  ex- 
change’s board  and  made  pub- 
lic in  a formal  statement 
The  decision  to  take  extra 
time  reflects  the  exchange’s 
determination  to  get  fiill  mar- 
ket support  for  the  proposed 
changes.  Issues  which  still 
have  to  be  resolved  include 
die  tax  implications  of  chang- 
ing trading  methods. 

The  exchange  is  deter- 
mined to  maintain  the  sup- 
port of  big  market  makers 
who  earlier  this  year  forced 
the  resignation  of  the  then 
chief  executive,  Michael  Law- 
rence. who  lost  the  confidence 
cf  the  City  by  failing  to  liaise 
with  firms  over  his  proposed 
radical  changes. 

The  exchange  is  still  trying 
to  sign  up  a suitable  candi- 
date tor  the  pivotal  chief exec- 
utive position. 

It  has  previously  said  that 
it  intends  to  transform  the 
“quote  driven”  market  by  of- 
fering the  option  of  “order 
driven”  dealing  tor  the  top 
FTSE  100  stocks,  although 
there  is  to  he  the  option  of 
“block  trading”  over  the  tele- 
phone for  much  larger  deals. 

The  move  represents  the 
biggest  shake-up  to  the  Lon- 
don market  since  the  1987 
“Big  Bang”.  The  plans  will 
see  the  introduction  of  order- 
driven  trading,  which  elec- 
tronically matches  buy  and 
sell  orders.  The  system  is 
widely  used  by  rival  ex- 
changes overseas. 

The  London  Exchange  now 
uses  a “quote  driven  system’ 
which  Involves  market  mak- 
ers flagging  up  prices  at 
which  they  are  prepared  to 
buy  or  sell  shares. 


Littlewoods  set  to  restrain  family 


Patrick  Donovan 
City  Editor 


FORMER  Gable  & Wire- 
less director  Janies 
Ross  looks  set  to  take 
over,  the  top  Job  at 
littlewoods,  the  privately 
owned  retail  empire  which 
is  controlled  by  the  32 
members  of  the  wealthy 
Moores  (dan. 

Mr  Ross,  who  was  sacked 
from  CAW  after  a board- 
room bust-up,  is  expected 
to  replace  Leonard  van 
Geest  .who  has  held  the 
chairman’s  job  for  six  years 
and  has  now  “agreed”  to 
step  down.  Mr.  Ross’s  ap- 
pointment Is  expected  to 


get  the  formal  go-ahead 
when  it  is  put  up  for  the 
vote  at  next  month’s  AGM- 

The  move  represents  the 
store  group’s  acknowledge- 
ment that  It  needs  to  shako 
up  its  management  to  im- 
prove financial  -perfor- 
mance, and  part  of  an  at- 
tempt to  kill  takeover 
speculation  which  late  last 
year  resulted  in  a spate  of 
attempts  to  mount  an  offer 
for  the  company. 

It  is  understood  that  poss- 
ible predators  had  enlisted 
the  support  of  several  disil- 
lusioned key  family  share- 
holders. However,  the 
revolt  was  seen  off. 

A spokeswoman  insisted 
that  Mr  van  Geest’s  depar- 


ture is  by  mutual  consent 
and  refused  to  say  whether 
be  would  be  entitled  to  a 
pay-off  from  his  £225,00 0-a- 
yearjob. 

The  proposed  appoint- 
ment of  a “heavyweight” 
chairman  such  as  Mr  Ross 
is  backed  up  by  moves  to 
give  the  bpard  more  au- 
thority over  the  running  of 
tile  business.  Littlewoods 
is  also  planning  to  prevent 
family  directors  from  rais- 
ing shareholder  Issues  at 
board  meeting.  The  move 
will  involve  a change  in  the 
company's  articles  of 
association  aimed  at  effect- 
ing a “clear  separation  be- 
tween ownership  and  man- 
agement issues”.  The 


restriction  will  apply  to  the 
three  family  non-executive 
directors  — Lady  Graxxi- 
chester,  James  Suenson- 
Taylor  and  John  Moores. 

Mr  Ross’s  appointment 
will  be  seen  by  the  City  as  a 
sure  sign  of  management 
shake  up.  His  tenure  as 
chief  executive  of  CAW 
ended  after  a tolling  out 
with  chairman  Lord  Young. 
They  were  both  sacked. 
However,  Mr  Ross  has  an 
established  track  record  as 
an  international  strategist. 

He  said:  “If  elected,  I look 
forward  to  leading  the  revi- 
talisation of  this  long  estab- 
lished business  that  is  part 
of  the  fobric  of  Liverpool 
and  Britain”. 


KPMG  tax  retreat 


ROGER  COWE  on 
the  advisers 
spreading  alarm 
about Labour  ■ 

T<HE  leading  accountancy 
firm  KPMG  yesterday 
backed  down  in  the  face 
of  Tuesday’s  fierce  attack 
from  shadow  Chancellor  Gor- 
don Brown  on  its  tax  avoid- 
ance advice- ' 

But  other  firms  have  con- 
tinued to  fry  and  drum  up 
business  from  taxpayers  wor- 
ried about  an  impending 
Labour  government 
KPMG  said  ft  was  cancel- 
ling remaining  seminars  in  a 
national-  programme  which 
had  attracted  Mr  Brown's  ire. 
The  firm  said  the  seminars 
had  been  misinterpreted  and 
misreparted  and  it  was  volun- 
tarily abandoning  them. 


Mr  Brown  had  attacked  the 
accountancy  firm,  Britain's 
second-largest,  for  misrepre- 
senting Labour's  tax  plans. 

KPMG  said  yesterday: 
"Most  unfortunately  these 
seminars  have  been  inter- 
preted as  political  events, 
which  they  never  were. 

“Further,  mis-reporting  of 
these  seminars  has  distorted 
their  content  and  purpose. 
The  firm  has  been,  and  al- 
ways will  be,  firmly 
apolitical.” 

But  another  accountancy 
firm,  BUck  Rotbenberg,  ran  a 
seminar  yesterday  on  how  to 
gain  tax  advantages  for  top 
employees. 

Partner  Nllesh  Shah  said 
the  firm  responded  to  clients 
who  were  worried  about  a 
Labour  Chancellor.  “People 
will  continue  to  speculate", 
he-  said,  suggesting  that  Mr 
Brown  could  reduce  the  ex- 
tent of  speculation  by  clarify- 
ing labour’s  policies. 
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Airbus  jobs  to  go 


KEITH  HARPER  in 
Toulouse  on  6,000 
staff  who  must  pay 
price  for  new  plane 

A COST-CUTTING  exer- 
cise of  up  to  20  per  cent 
Is  being  planned  by 
Airbus  Industrie  among  iis 
30,000  staff  to  fund  new 
restructuring  plans  due  next 
month,  its  chairman  Jean 
Pierson.  • announced 
yesterday. 

The  6,000  job  cuts  will  In- 
volve savings  - from  among 
the  four  Airbus  partners,  in- 
cluding British  Aerospace, 
but  are  expected  to  affect 
mainly  the  French  consor- 
tium member,  Aerospatiale. 

Mr  Pierson  made  it  clear 
that -the  cuts  would  come 
from  middle  management 
and  white  collar  - workers. 
British  Aerospace,  which  has 
7,000  people  building  wings 
for  Airbus  projects  at  Ches- 
ter and  Bristol,  will  escape 
the  worst  of  any  cuts. 

The  restructuring  exercise 
is  the  first  step  towards  Mr 
Pierson’s  objective  of  estab- 
lishing Airbus  as  a company. 


although  there  will  have  to 
be  agreement  with  the 
French,  British  Aerospace, 
the  German  partner.  Daim- 
ler-Benz. and  the  Spanish 
company,  Casa. 

Mr  Pierson  stressed  that 
shares  would  go  only  to  the 
four  partners,  not  to  outside 
interests.  Before  a decision 
was  made  the  partners  would 
have  to  await  a report  on  the 
options. 

The  restructuring  of  Air- 
bus is  designed  to  prepare  it 
for  the  launch  of  the  aXXX 
larger  aircraft  project  for  600 
passengers  or  more,  and  to 
give  it  50  per  cent  of  the  mar- 
ket with  Boeing  effectively 
taking  the  rest  Senior  mate 
agers  are  studying  the  feasi- 
bility of  the  project 

To  keep  costs  down,  the 
project  might  not  be  built  in 
Europe,  but  the  aim  of  Air- 
bus and  its  partners  is  to  In- 
troduce it  within  seven 
years,  even  though  Boeing 
may  get  there  first. 

Mr  Pierson  said  that  confi- 
dentiality 'among  foe  four 
partners  prevented  him  from 
being  explicit  But  Airbus 
had  been  tn  profit  for  the  past 
five  years,  and  its  turnover 
last  year  was  $9.6  billion 
(£6.4  billion). 


Notebook 


Electric  shock 
for  generators 


Edited  by 
Mark  Mifner 


THE  City  and  the  electric- 
ity supply  industry  were 
taken  aback  yesterday, 
aghast  might  be  a better  term, 
by  a sudden  outbreak  of  com 
man  sense  in  Victoria  Street 
Contrary  to  all  expectations, 
Trade  and  Industry  Secretary 
Ian  Lang  decided  not  to  ac- 
cept the  recommendations  of 
the  Monopolies  Commission 
and  instead  opted  to  block  the 
proposed  acquisitions  of  two 
regional  electricity  compa 
nies  by  the  two  big  genera 
tors.  PowerGen  and  National 
Power. 

It  is  hard  to  fault  Mr  Lang's 
logic.  The  MMC  had  con- 
cluded that  the  proposed  ac 
quisitions  might  operate 
against  the  public  interest, 
but  were  not  certain  to  do  so. 
Mr  Lang,  for  his  part,  has 
chosen  to  give  the  benefit  of 
the  doubt  to  the  consumer 
rather  than  the  generators 
and  their  shareholders. 

It  would  be  comforting  to 
believe  that  Mr  Lang  was  per- 
suaded by  the  industry  regu 
la  tor,  Professor  Stephen  Litt- 
lechild, and  by  MMC 
dissenter  Patricia  Hodgson 
that  foe  consumer  would  best 
be  served  by  encouraging 
competition  in  foe  electricity 
industry,  rather  than  allow- 
ing the  vertical  integration 
proposed  by  National  Power 
and  PowerGen.  Indeed,  it  was 
originally  foe  Government's 
own  Idea  that  keeping  genera- 
tors and  suppliers  separate 
was  in  the  consumers’  best  in- 
terest 

Comforting,  but  unlikely. 
The  decisive  voices  in  the  de- 
bate are  likely  to  have  been 
John  Redwood  and  former 
Chancellor  Norman  Lamont 
who  this  week  described  the 
MMC  recommendation  as 
“wholly  wrong-headed”.  Mr 
Lang,  who  can  count  the  Gov- 
ernment’s majority  with  the 
same  ease  as  anyone  else, 
looks  to  have  ducked  a politi- 
cal problem  rather  than  em- 
braced the  public  interest 
Whatever  the  thinking,  how- 
ever, the  decision  is  the  right 
one. 


lit  the  Black 

NOW  that  Conrad  Black 
has  seen  fit  to  cough  up 
a decent  price  for  the 
36  per  cent  of  shares  in  the 
Telegraph  group  he  does  not 
own,  minority  shareholders 
will  be  thanking  their  lucky 
stars  that  independent  direc- 
tors showed  him  the  door  this 
time  last  year. 

Then  Mr  Black  was  saying 
there  was  no  way  he  would 
pay  anything  approaching  the 
500p  a share  Telegraph  direc- 
tors wanted.  Now,  one  year 
and  a £17  million  profits 
slump  later,  he  is  back  again, 
tempting  them  with  560p  plus 
a lOp  dividend.  There  is  also 
potential  jam  tomorrow  if  he 
loses  tbe  ownership  tussle  for 
Australia’s  biggest  news- 


paper group,  Fairfax,  and  de- 
cides to  sell  out. 

Mr  Block  explains  his 
change  cf  heart  on  price  by 
saying  it  was  impossible  to 
value  the  .Tale graph  when  it 
was  embroiled  in  a ferocious 
price  war.  Well.  yes.  but  . . 
Mr  Black  is  a media  mogul  oT 
some  stature  on  the  world 
stage,  well  used  to  running  a 
slide  rule  over  businesses 
which  are  Involved  in  some 
pricing  spat  or  other 

More  to  the  point,  Mr  Black 
still  has  sizeable  global  ambi- 
tions to  fulfil  and.  with  ru> 
chance  of  raising  money  in 
the  London  market  after  the 
damaging  split  with  institu- 
tional investors  two  years 
ago,  the  public  quotation  is 
simply  n costly  nuisance. 

He  has  to  look  elsewhere 
for  money.  By  subsuming  the 
company  Into  his  Hollinger 
group  he  ran  get  his  l lands  on 
the  Telegraph's  cash  flow  and 
can  start  to  look  for  new  fi- 
nance. with  an  enlarged 
group,  from  foe  US  market. 

There  will  have  been  plenty 
of  occasions  during  the  Tele- 
graph’s four-year  foray  onto 
the  London  stock  market 
when  minority  shareholders 
will  have  regretted  backing  a 
business  so  dominated  by  a 
wilful  entrepreneur.  Yester- 
day. however,  they  finally 
saw  some  benefit  from  Mr 
Black’s  singlemindedness. 


The  fans  can  pay 

FUNNY  game,  football. 
Funny  business,  too. 
Just  when  you  think  the 
money  is  coming  rolling  in, 
some  player  you  never  heard 
of  heads  for  court  and  kicks 
the  transfer  system  Into 
touch. 

As  Preston  North  End  and 
Tottenham  Hotspur,  clubs 
from  the  Endsleigh  Insurance 
League  and  FA  Carling  Pre- 
miership. yesterday  made 
clear,  the  Bosnian  freedom-of- 
contract  ruling  has  implica- 
tions for  clubs  right  through 
the  professional  game. 

Spurs  lias  slashed  the  bal- 
ance sheet  value  of  its  playing 
staff  by  a third  in  the  light  of 
the  ruling  allowing  out-of- 
contract players  to  move 
without  a transfer  fee.  Pres- 
ton was  less  specific  but  said 
it  was  studying  the  rulings  ac- 
counting ramifications. 

It  will  not  be  alone.  While 
Manchester  United's  balance 
sheet,  for  example,  does  not 
include  the  value  of  its  play- 
ing staff  not  all  follow  this 
practice.  Mr  Bosnian  is  likely 
to  become  as  well  known  to 
club  auditors  as  to  managers. 

Despite  foe  asset  value  hit, 
Bosman  would  appear  to  be 
better  for  football’s  aristo- 
crats than  for  those  In  the 
lower  divisions.  Many  of  foe 
latter  rely  on  selling  players 
to  the  former  for  substantial 
sums.  However,  as  Totten- 
ham’s Alan  Sugar  warned, 
even  the  big  dubs  will  suffer 
if  the  transfer  fees  they  save 
are  spent  on  players’  wages. 

Not  that  Mr  Sugar  was  too 
downbeat  about  football's 
business  prospects.  After  all, 
he  Is  asking  shareholders  to 
back  a £10.9  million  cash  call 
it  remains  to  be  seen,  how- 
ever, just  how  many  dubs  can 
offer  returns  not  pegged  to 
promotion,  relegation  or  qual- 
ifying for  European  competi- 
tion. Football  remains  an  In- 
vestment for  the  tons. 


Nasty  smell  as  customers 
are  disowned  by  British  Gas 


Geoffrey  Gbbs 


THE  trait-blazing  move  to 
Inject  competition  into  the 
domestic  gas  supply  market 
in  South-west  England  was 
dogged  by  further  contro- 
versy yesterday  after  hun- 
dreds cf  consumers  woke  to 
discover  that  they  were  no 
longer  British  Gas  customers. 

The  company  said  it  had 
received  almost  700  phone 
calls  from  worried  household- 
ers after  it  sent  oat  “exit  let- 
ters” thanking  them  for  their 
custom  and  giving  the  date  of 
their  final  gas  bill 
Some  customers  said  they 
had  not  realised  they  had 
signed  up  with  a new  sup- 
plier. while  others  said  they 
had  changed  their  mind  about 


switching.  Ofgas,  the  Industry 
watchdog,  said  it  was  advis- 
ing anxious  consumers  to  call 
its  special  South-west  help 
line.  It  emphasised  that  there 
was  no  question  of  customers 
being  without  a gas  supply  as 
a result  of  any  uncertainty 
over  the  identity  of  their 
supplier. 

The  confusion  comes  only 
five  days  before  the  monopoly 
on  gas  supply  to  500,000 
homes  in  Devon,  Cornwall 
and  Somerset  is  broken. 

British  Gas  said  it  was 
doing  all  it  could  to  help 
resolve  foe  situation,  but  foe 
legal  procedure  under  which 
customers  transfer  away  from 
the  company  did  not  permit  it 
to  know  the  identity  of  foe 
new  supplier. 

• Ofgas  helpline  0345  660562 


Enter  the  Dragon  offer 


As  the  handover  to  Chinese  rulo  In  Hong  Kang 
approaches*  the  Guardian  Finance  team's 
comprehensive  reports  on  the  prospects  for  the 
colony  are  now  avafflabh  in  booklet  form  for  £2.50, 
including  postage  and  packing.  Meaco  write  enclosing 
cheque  or  postal  ord***,  pcyabla  to  Guardian 
Newspapers*  tos  Enter  the  Dragon  offer,  City  Offico, 
the  Guardian,  119  Faningdon  Road*  London  EC1  3ER 
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12  FINANCE  AND  ECONOMICS 


Chancellor  Hel- 
mut Kohl's  cam- 
paign to  revive  the 
nagging  German 
economy,  bring 
down  record  unemployment 
and  cut  public  spending  to 
qualify  to  join  the  single 
European  currency  suffered  a 
grievous  blow  yesterday  after 
talks  he  hosted  with  union 
leaders  and  employers  col- 
lapsed in  acrimony. 

The  talkes,  aimed  at  forging 
a jobs  pact  in  which  unions 
would  trade  minimal  real 
wage  rises  for  job  creation 
pledges  by  employers,  ended 
in  a war  of  words. 

“The  employers  want  a dif- 
ferent country,"  said  Dieter 
Schulte,  head  of  the  trades 
union  federation.  They  don't 
want  consensus,  they  want 
conflict." 

“Not  everything  can  be 
agreed  by  consensus."  res- 
ponded Klaus  Murmann, 
head  of  the  employers’  federa- 
tion. 

In  the  absence  of  a deal, 
Friedrich  BohL  head  of  Mr 
Kohl's  office,  sought  to  put  on 
a brave  face,  denying  the 
talks  bad  failed  and  signalling 
that  the  government  would 
push  ahead  with  contentious 
moves  to  cut  sick  pay  entitle- 
ments and  make  it  easier  for 
small  firms  to  sack  staff. 

But  union  leaders  warned 
of  strike  action,  and  Mr 
Kohl's  aims  could  also  be 
blocked  in  the  Bundestag 
(parliament). 

More  than  four  hours  of 
talks  on  Tuesday  night  at  the 
modest  Rhineside  bungalow 
that  is  home  to  Europe's  most 
powerful  politician  failed  to 
galvanise  Mr  Kohl's  ambi- 
tious programme  to  refashion 
the  cosy,  hut  increasingly 
shaky,  corporatist  culture 
that  for  three  decades  has 
brought  his  countrymen  un- 
precedented prosperity. 

It  is  a mission  that  will 


dominate  his  remaining  30 
months  in  office  and  go  a long  i 
way  towards  determining 
whether  his  Christian  Demo- 
crats retain  power  in  October 
1998  general  election. 

But  the  traditional  German 
way  of  tackling  these  prob- 
lems — by  consensus  — has 
broken  down  and  Mr  Kohl 
looks  in  for  a bumpy  ride. 

He  is  scheduled  to  unveil 
his  proposals  In  a parliamen- 
tary speech  tomorrow.  The 
talk  is  of  '•redynanusing"  the 
economy,  making  it  fit  for  the 
tough  competition  of  the  nest 
century  and  getting  the  pub- 
lic finances  in  order  to  meet 
the  Euro’s  entry  terms. 

On  the  agenda  are  propos- 
als for  a sweeping  reform  of 
the  country’s  immensely  com- 
plex taxation  system  and,  by 
German  standards,  swingeing 
cuts  in  the  lavish  welfare  sys- 
tem — - breezing  child  benefit 
cutting  sick  pay  and  unem- 
ployment benefit  reforming 
the  pensions  system  and  in- 
ducing more  labour  market 
flexibility  by  making  it  easier 
to  sack  workers. 

According  to  Theo  Walgel’s 


finance  ministry,  savings  of 
DM75  billion  (£32  billion)  are 
to  be  found,  divided  between 
the  federal  budget  the  16 
states  and  local  authority 
spending  and  social  insur- 
ance spending,  although  these 
figures  keep  being  revised  up- 
wards. 

By  contrast,  this  year’s 
growth  projections  of  eco- 


word recession  is  taboo  In 
government  circles.  The  talk 
may  be  of  dynamism,  but  the 
reality  Is  stagnation. 

The  key  aims  are  to  cut 
state  spending’s  share  of 
gross  domestic  product  from 
just  over  50  per  cent  at  pres- 
ent to  46  per  cent  to  cut  state 
debt  and  the  budget  deficit  to 
qualify  for  the  Euro  by  the 


selves.  The  unions  are  threat- 
ening strikes  and  boycotts  if 
sick  pay  is  tampered  with,  if 
moves  to  raise  the  retirement 
age  for  women  are  intro- 
duced, or  if  decisions  are 
taken  making  it  easier  for 
small  firms  to  sack  workers. 

Mr  Schulte,  however,  is 
accused -by  his  colleagues  of 
being  too  willing  to  sell  out 


‘The  employers  want  a different  country.  They  don’t 
want  consensus.  They  want  conflict1 

Dieter  Schulte,  head  of  the  trades  union  federation 


nomics  minister  Guenther 
Rexrodt  also  keep  changing, 
in  the  opposite  direction.  A 
few  months  ago  he  was  speak- 
ing of  2.5  per  cent,  then  of 
2 per  cent  This  week  the  fig- 
ure is  1 per  cent  and  industri- 
alists and  analysts  expect 
0.5  per  cent 

Mr  Waigel  says  there  can 
be  no  taboos  in  the  drive  to 
cut  spending.  The  German 
economy  has  shrunk  over  the 
past  two  quarters,  but  the 


end  of  next  year,  to  relieve  in- 
dustry of  some  of  the  huge 
overheads  and  non-labour 
costs  that  makes  Germany 
the  most  expensive  country 
in  which  to  employ  people 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  cre- 
ate jobs  and  bring  unemploy- 
ment down  from  its  post-war 
high  of  more  than  4 million. 

To  accomplish  all  this  is  a 
tall  order.  To  compound  the 
problem,  the  parties  involved 
are  divided  among  them- 


his constituency,  while  other 
union  leaders,  for  example  in 
the  textiles,  chemicals  and 
construction  sectors,  are 
reaching  modest  pay  deals  of 
2 per  cent  or  less  in  return  for 
jobs  pledges  which  may  well 
not  be  redeemable. 

The  metal  workers'  union 
in  an  area  of  southern  Ger- 
many is  offering.  In  return  for 
jobs  pledges,  to  include  the. 
1997  pay  round  in  current  ne- 
gotiations. 


On  Ihe  government  side, 
the  fiunily  affairs  minister  is 
fighting  attempts  to  freeze 
next  year's  proposed  in- 
creases in  child  benefit  The 
labour  minister  is  seeking  to 
save  the  pensions  system 
from  a DM13  billion  cut  The 
defence  minister  claims  his 
budget  should  be  immune 
from  the  savings  drive.  And 
the  small  liberal  coalition 
partner,  the  FDP,  is  arguing 
for  more  radical,  business- 
friendly  policies,  happy  in  the 
knowledge  that,  as  the  junior 
partner,  it  will  never  need  to 
carry  the  can  for  the  impact 
of  its  proposals. 

Political  expediency  dic- 
tates that  when  he  stands  up 
in  parliament  on  "Friday 
morning,  Mr  Kohl  will  be 
brandishing  what  is  claimed 
to  be  a revivalist  blueprint 

But  much  of  the  package 
could  come  a cropper  in  the 
bumpy  passage  through  par- 
liament and  some  of 'it  could 
be  blocked  by  the  opposition 
social  democrats,  who  control 
the  upper  house.  Nothing 
much  ever  happens  quickly 
in  Bonn. 
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Commission 
vetoes  Lonrho 
metal  merger 


Kohl  bungles  bungalow  summit 

Four  hours  of  talks  at  the  German  Chancellor’s  modest  home  failed  to  convince  the  unions  to  back  his  blueprint  for 
economic  revival.  Tomorrow,  there’s  the  promise  of  a rough  ride  in  the  Bundestag.  IAN  TRAYNOR  in  Bonn  reports 

Chancellor  Hel- 
mut Kohl's  cam- 
paign to  revive  the 
nagging  German 
economy,  bring 


Julia  Wolf  in  Brussels 

THE  European  Commis- 
sion yesterday  blocked 
Lonrho  and  Gencor 
from  merging  their  platinum 
operations  and  warned  that 
Anglo  American  will  run  into 
similar  difficulties  if  it  takes 
control  of  Lonrho.  Between 
them  the  three  companies 
control.  90  per  cent  of  the 
world's  platinum  reserves. 

Exercising  its  power  to  veto 
mergers  on  competition 
grounds  for  only  the  rum 
time,  the  commission  said  the 
dB=wi  would  have  allowed  the 
world's  platinum  market  to 
be  dominated  by  two  big  play- 
ers — Anglo  American  and 
the  merged  Lonrho-Gencor. 
This  could  have  led  to  price- 
fixing  or  other  anti -competi- 
tive practices,  the  competi- 
tion commissioner,  Karel  Van 
Miert,  said. 

He  added  that  the  commis- 
sion would  look  unfavourably 
on  any  move  by  Anglo  Ameri- 
can to  increase  its  share  of 
Lonrho  to  a controlling  stake. 
“If  ever,  and  this  is  a warn- 
ing, Anglo  American  should 
acquire  control  of  Lonrho,  we 
would  have  the  same  prob- 
lem," Mr  Van  Miert  said. 

Lonrho  chief  executive  Di- 
eter Bock  said  he  was  puzzled 
that  the  commission  had  cho- 
sen to  block  a deal  to  which 
European  consumers  had 


News  in  brief 


very  little  exposure  He  said, 
"to  the  light  of  this  decision- 
the  parties  will  consult 
each  other  ...  to  determuw 
the  best  long-term  strategy  . 

hi  South  Africa.  Gencor  s 
Impala  Platinum  Holding?- 
known  as  Implats. 
would  appeal  lns' 

mission's  decision.  Under  EU 
law.  the  company  can  appeal 
to  the  European  Court  of  Jus- 
tice. but  a ruling  will  take 
more  than  a year. 

Alternatively.  Gencor  anil 
Lonrho  could  try  to  revamp 
the  merger  to  satisfy  the  EU. 
although  Mr  Van  Miert  said 
such  a mow  would  be  diffi- 
cult given  the  extent  of  the 
commission's  objections. 

Mr  Van  Miert  indicated 
that  the  two  companies  had 
been  unwilling  to  consider 
any  substantial  changes  to 
the  deal.  “We  never  had  3 
chance  to  discuss  remedies-  A 
rendezvous  fixed  with  Can- 
cer's chief  executive  officer 
was  put  off  because  the  share- 
holders of  Lonrho  did  not 
want  him  to  see  me.” 

The  commission]*  move 
was  good  news  for  Tiny  Row- 
land, the  Lonrho  founder  who 
I left  the  company  last  year  and 
failed  to  get  Lonrho  share- 
holders to  reject  the  platinum 
deal.  Mr  Rowland  contends 
the  merger  undervalued 
Lonrho’s  mining  assets  and 
could  presage  greater  control 
by  Gencor. 


Grave  news “I  was  a job*  was  the  message  of  this  recent 

demonstration,  by  threatened  DASA  workers  in  Laapheim, 
near  Stuttgart  (above). 

The  morning  after  Ills  foiled  talks,  Helmut  Kohl  struts  the 
world  stage,  entertaining  Polish  premier  Wlodzimierz 
Cimoszewicz  (left). 

The  robot  parade  at  Hannover’s  industrial  fair  (below), 
meanwhile,  holds  out  little  prospect  of  a brighter  future 
for  Germany’s  four  million  unemployed 
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Profit  dive  explains 
Fiat  share  price  fall 

A MYSTERIOUS  fall  of  more  than  4 per  cent  in  Fiat’s  share 
price  on  Tuesday  in  a rising  market  was  explained  yesterday 
when  the  company  announced  that  pre-tax  profits  in  the  first 
q uarter  of  thk  year  were  down  to  464  billion  lire  (£198  million). 
In  the  same  period  last  year  Flat  rang  up  some  600  billion  lire. 
The  company  added  that  profits  had  almost  halved  as  a percent- 
age of  sales.  Company  sources  said  the  fall  in  the  share  price 
“has  sufficient  explanation  of  a general  nature’'. 

The  depressing  news  was  announced  3t  yesterday’s  board 
meeting  of  Fiat  SpA,  chaired  for  the  first  time  by  Cesare  Romiti. 
The  company  also  announced  1995  net  profits  of  515  billion  lire, 
doubled  its  dividend  to  100  lire  and  laid  claim  to  being  Europe's 
second-largest  carmaker — John  Glover  in  Milan. , 


Weak  demand  phases  Philips 

PHILIPS.  Europe's  largest  electronics  maker,  said  first-quarter 
net  profit  before  tens  fell  31  percent  In  line  with  expectations,  as 
semiconductor  sales  slipped  and  weak  demand  hurt  the  con- 
sumer electronics  unit  Net  profit  fell  to 377  million  guilders 
(£148  million)  from  544  million  in  foe  year-  earlier  period. 

The  company  expects  full-year  sales  growth  to  be  slower  than 
foe  4 per  cent  increase  reported  for  1995.  — Bloomberg. 


Siemens  disappoints  market 

GERMAN  transportation  and  electronics  group  S iemens  yester- 
day disappointed  stock  market  followers  when  it  reported  first 
half  net  income  ofDMl  .08  billion  (£470  million).  Although  that 
wassomel5percent  upon  the  same  period  last  lima  thefigure 
was  at  foe  bottom  end  of  analysts'  expectations. 

According  to  Siemens,  it  was  able  to  offset  weaker  trends  at 
home  with  a sharp  rise  in  international  business.  Sales  in  Ger- 
many were  down  5 per  cent  on  foe  previous  year  at  DM  1 6.9 
billion,  but  overseas  they  climbed  14  per  cent  to  DM25.4  billion 
wtfo  the  sharpest  rise  in  eastern  Europe  — Ma  rk  Milner. 


•f: 


Amersham  early  in  Japan 

AMBRSHAM  INTERNATIONAL  is  exercising  an  option  to  boost 
its  stake  in  Japanese  rival  Nihon  Medi-Physics  from  20  to  50  per 
cent  in  a move  to  expand  in  Japan  earlier  than  planned.  The 
£51  million  purchase  from  Sumitomo  Chemical  will  push  Amer- 
sham into  first  place  in  foe  £750  million  world  market  for  nuclear 
medicine  products. 
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Power  Store  unplugging 

CREDITORS  of  Power  Store,  the  electrical  chain  created  from 
former  electricity  board  showrooms,  will  decide  today  whether  to 
support  foe  struggling  company.  A group  of  about  40  major 
suppliers  was  last  night  considering  a report  from  accountants 
KPMG  on  the  state  of  Power  Store's  finances.  Barclays  Bank  has 
withdrawn  overdraft  facilities  and  a petition  to  appoint  an  admin- 
istrator wfll  be  heard  in  court  on  Monday,  unless  an  informal 
arrangement  with  creditors  can  be  agreed — Roger  Cowe. 
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Sainsbury  saves  fish 

Satoshuryhas  joined  Unilever  in  moving  to  end  foe  use  of  fish  oil 
from  industrial  fishing  in.  European  waters  to  conserve  fish 
stocks.  The  supermarket  chain  said  yesterday  it  will  phase  out 
the  use  erf  fish  oil  in  margarines,  biscuits  and  cakes  within  a year. 
Unfl^r  anounced  similar  action  on  Monday  after  consulting  the 
Wordwide  Fund  for  Nature. — Roger  Cowe.  ' 


The  Underside 


Dan  Atkinson 


LLOYD'S  of  London, 
browned  off  at  reports 
of  £11  billion  losses,  or 
even  — in  a paper  whose 
anonymity  we  shall  respect 
(the  Times)  — “losses  of 
£11  billion~£12  billion”,  is 
keen  to  set  the  record 
straight.  “Lloyd’s  losses," 
writes  a spokesman,  “do 
not.  and  have  not, 
amounted  to  £11  billion.’' 
Such  touchiness  is  under- 
standable; £11  billion 
losses  would  indicate  colos- 
sal mismanagement  For- 
tunately, our  flagship  in- 
surance market  can  set 
minds  at  rest  Losses  for 
1988  to  1992.  according  to 
said  spokesman,  totalled 
only  £7.933  billion.  That’s  a 
relief. 

BROWN  Version  (l); 
Poor  Tim  Roberts. 
The  PR  chief  at  KPMG 
had  the  hopeless  job  of  try- 
ing to  defend  the  accoun- 


tancy firm  against  this 
week’s  crazed  attack  from 
Shadow  Chancellor  Gordon 
Brown.  Bad  enough  that  all 
he  could  officially  say  was 
“no  comment”.  Even  worse 
that  Mr  Roberts  is  a paid- 
up  member  of  the  Labour  1 
Party  and  treasurer  of  his 
local  constituency  party. 

BROWN  Version  (2):! 
Hostilities  between 

number-cruncher-}  at . 

the  Institute  for  Fiscal  i 
Studies  and  the  office  of  the  I 
Shadow  Chancellor  eased  a 
Uttle  last  week.  IFS  chief 
Andrew  Dilnot,  previously 
a figure  of  hate  in  the 
Brown  bunker  because  of 
his  habit  of  criticising:  the 
Brownie’s  ‘’ideas”,  publicly 
supported  Labour’s  plans 
to  replace  child  benefit  at 
16-plus  with  an  education 
allowance.  Brown  aides 
were  cautiously  pleased 
but.  steeped  in  Westmin- 
ster military  thinking,  still 
nervous.  Mr  Dilnot  has 
proved  his  ability  to  blow 
up  Labour’s  tax  plans  with 
a single  appearance  on  the 
Today  programme.  So 
whose  trenches  does  he 


now  occupy?  Is  he  on  their  . 
side?  They  are  right  to  keep 
up  their  guard:  Mr  Dilnot 
relishes  the  role  of  sniper , 
In  No  Man’s  Land  — and ! 
cares  little  whom  he  hits. 

Dateline  Lisbon,  I 
where  the  world’s 
anti-fraud  61ite  gath- 
ered  earlier  this  week  to 
discuss  money  laundering 
and  international  economic 
crime,  it  was  a crazy  gig, 
everyone  was  there:  New 


Lissom 


York  County  DA's  office, 
Serious  Fraud  Office,  Scot- 
land Yard  and  Romania’s 
General  Inspectorate  of 
Police.  SFO  assistant  direc- 
tor Chris  Dickson  may  be  a 
whizz  at  nailing  the  swin- 
dlers, but  the  world’s  great- 
est map-reader  he  ain’t 
PhMiling  Over  a city  plan  in 
the  VIP  room,  trying  to 
work  out  on  which  side  of 
the  river  he  was  situated, 
our  man  seemed  helpless. 
Fortunately,  a superior 
orienteer,  in  the  shape  of 
Senior  Superintendent 
Philip  Wolmarans  of  the 
South  African  Police,  was 
on  hand  to  assist. 


THE  Mosleyite- sounding 
Action  Centre  for 
Europe  has  been  in  the 
news  recently,  calling  for  a 
huge  expansion  of  the  pow- 
ers of  the  European  Coart 
and  generally  urging  a 
constructive”  approach  to 
the  single  currency.  Read- 
ers keen  to  show  gratitude 
to  the  centre’s  big-business 
backers  may  have  little  call 
for  the  services  of  Ham- 
l bros,  Salomon  Bros  and  An- 
I det-sen  Consulting,  but 


o tl 

jl  j | 

Lor»rh 


I 


% 


•'  S 

‘lS 

■S 

:,,V 

',H 

4& 


’.  >;■ 


'£? 


brief 


I dive  explains 
lhare  pricefaS 


The  CtordtwThitrsday  April  25 1996 

Racing 
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value  for 

Whitbread 


Cbrfs  Kamrtdns 


FEW  would  begrudge 
the  amazingly  tough 
Young  Hustler  a big 
race  triumph  and  Sat 
urday’s  Whitbread  Gold  Cup 
at  Sandown  could  yet  provide 
him  with  an  opportunity  to 
carve  his  mbi»  in  the  *>”11  of 
fame. 

This  will  be  the  60th  race  of 
Young  Hustler's  career  yet  he 
continues  to  race  with  the  en- 
thusiasm of  a horse  with  half 
his  mileage  on  the  clock. 

There  was  certainly  ho  evi- 
dence in  the  Marten  Grand 
National  that  his  efforts  over 
the  years  were  beginning  to 
take  theta-  ton  and  he  carried 
top  weight  with  distinction, 
making  a lot  of  the  running 
and  jumping  boldly 
throughout 

He  gave  his  backers  a ter- 
rific ran  for  their  money  and 
it  was  only  in  the  final  stride 
that  he  surrendered  fourth 
place  to  Sir  Peter  Lely. 

Typically,  be  seems  to  have 
recovered  quickly  and  Nigel 
Twiston-Davies.  his  trainer, 
reports  him  in  great  heart 
With  the  prospect  of  fast 
ground  at  Sandown  he  will  be 
in  his  element  The  24  fiances 
and  atant  frut-r)  nm and? ng  trip 
will  mask  his  lack  of  finish- 
ing pace  and  at  his  current 
ante-post  price  of  10-1  he  looks 
decent  value. 

The  gamble  of  the  race  this 
week  has  been  Richard  Dun- 
woody’s  mount.  General 
Rusty,  who,  despite  having 
only  9st  5Ih  in  the  long  handi- 
cap, was  backed  again  with 
Coral's  yesterday  and  is  down 
to  7-1. 

General  Rusty  must  have 
firmish  ground  and  has 
apparently  been  laid  out  for 
the  race  by  Charlie  Mann, 
who  put  him  away  after 
October. 

He  has  had  two  recent  runs 
to  sharpen  him  up  and  per- 
formed ominously  well  when 


third  to  Proud  Sun,  whom  be 
can  meet  on  71b  better  .teams, 
at  Cheltenham  two  weeks 
ago.  His  general  level  of  fbcm, 
however,  suggests  he  has 
plenty  to  do  naming  off  a 
mark  of  138  here  when  Ms 
best  previous  winning  ratine 
is  119. 

But  by  booking  Duawoody 
Mann  has  maximised  his 
chances.  Few  tide  Sandown 
as  well  and  Dot  woody  has 
won  ' two  of  file  latest  three 

Whftbreads.  . 

Irish  winners  of  the  race 
have  been  few  and  .far  be- 
tween — only  two  in  38  years 
— but  Feathered  Gale,  hero  of 
the  'Jameson  Irish  National, 
and  Life  Of  A Lord  come  over 
with  reasonable  prospects. 

Feathered  Gale,  trained  by 
Arthur  Moore,  produced  a 
doughty  staying  performance 
to  win  at  .Fairyhouse  over 
three  miles  and  five  flrrlougs 
on  Easter  Monday  and  on  that 
form  is  not  too  badly 
handicapped. 

Although  he  will  cany  Sib 
more  than  his  allotted  weight 
of  9st  91b,  be  Is  still  mil  in 
with  Jodami  (12st),  whom  he 
meets  21b  better  than  when 
beating  him  sight  tangths  in 
the  Irish  National 

Feathered  Gale  Is  not  that 
well  handicapped  with  Young 
Hustler,  who  was  giving  hhn 
281b  at  Aintree  in  November. 
Unfortunately,  that  meeting 
was  inconclusive  as  Feath- 
ered Gale  unseated  his  rider 
at  halfway.  Young  Hustler 
(now  alb  better  aS)  . winning 
comfortably. 

Life  Of  A Lord,  trained  by 
Aldan  O'Brien,  finished 
seventh  in  the  Martell 
National  and  is  another 
worse  off  with  Young  Hustler 
(31b  In  his  case). 

Section  Banks  is  the  4-1 
favourite,  but  could  be  over- 
rated on  his  defeat  of  the  enig- 
matic Barton  Bank  in  the 
Martell  Cup  at  Aintree.  For  a 
grade  two  event,  this  was  a 
disappointing  turn-out 
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Clay  mastery . . . Thomas  Muster  sweeps  to  a straight-sets  win  on  his  favourite  surface  in  Monte  Carlo  yesterday 

Spain’s  top  two  demand  £52,000  to  play 


RANTXA  Sanchez 
Vi  carlo  and  Con- 
chtta  Martinez  are 
to  play  in 
Spain's  Fed  Cap  tie  against 
South  Africa  this  weekend 
unless  the;  receive  some 
£52,000  each. 

Spain's  top  two  women 
players  have  rejected  a 
third  and  apparently  final 
offer  of  £86,600  from  their 
tennis  federation  to  appear 
in  the  country's  opening  de- 
fence of  the  trophy. 

The  federation's  spokes- 


woman said  yesterday  that 
it  was  still  trying  to  per- 
suade the  two  to  partici- 
pate, but  “in  principle" 
they  were  not  going  to  play 
in  the  World  Group  match 
in  Marcia  on  Saturday. 

It  will  be  the  first  time  in 
eight  years  that  Sanchez  VI- 
carlo  and  Martinez,  ranked 
second  and  third  in  the 
world  respectively,  have 
not  supported  Spain.  The 
Spanish  federation  presi- 
dent Agnstin  Pujol  called 
the  dispute  "a  disaster”. 


However,  Pujol  said  it 
was  passible  the  two  would 
be  allowed  to  play  in  later 
Fed  Cnp  competition  if 
Spain  progressed.  Their 
replacements  against  the 
South  Africans  will  be 
Virginia  Ruano  and  Maria 
Antonia  Sanchez. 

Britain  were  yesterday 
relegated  to  their  lowest 
status  in  the  Fed  Cnp,  de- 
spite a win  at  the  third  at- 
tempt in  beating  Slovenia 
2-1  In  thalr  Europe- Africa 
tie  at  La  Manga,  Spain. 


Britain  finished  bottom 
of  their  four-nation  group 
after  winning  the  fewest 
rubbers,  three,  in  their  ties. 
They  go  down  to  Europe- 
Afieica  Group  Two. 

Thomas  Muster  opened 
bis  defence  of  the  Monte 
Carlo  Open  title  with  a 
comfortable  7-5,  6-4  win  in 
80  minutes  over  Spain’s 
Tomas  Carbon  ell. 

Five  seeds  crashed  out. 
Goran  Ivanisevic  (No.  6) 
complained  of  lack  of  fit- 
ness after  falling  6-2.  6-2  to 


Sweden's  Magnus  Gustafs- 
son,  and  Yevgeny  Kafelni- 
kov (6)  said  he  felt  unwell 
during  his  6-4,  6-3  defeat 
by  Cedric  Pioline  of  France. 

Thomas  Enqvist  (7)  and 
Araaud  Boetsch  (10)  also 
departed  after  tense  three- 
set  matches  against  the 
Dutchman  5) eng  Schalken 
and  France’s  Fabrice  San- 
toro respectively.  Renzo 
Parian  (15)  retired  hurt 
against  a Spanish  qualifier, 
Carlos  Moya,  who  now 
meets  Muster. 


Athletics 


Jackson 
lifts  his 
boycott 


onpnwi  Bivnvf 


LONG  negotiations  and 
bridge  building  by  the 
British  Athletic  Federa- 
tion bore  fruit  yesterday 
when  Colin  Jackson,  the 
110  metres  hurdles  world  re- 
cord holder,  announced  in 
Cardiff  that  he  would  lift  bis 
boycott  of  BAF-organlsed 
events  this  year. 

Jackson,  who  is  set  on 
Olympic  gold  in  Atlanta,  fell 
out  with  Peter  Radford,  the 
federation's  chairman,  last 
year  after  the  world  champi- 
onship trials  In  Birmingham, 
Radford  had  been  incensed 
when  Jackson,  due  to  run  In 
the  flat  loam,  pulled  out  with 
an  injury  on  the  Saturday  and 
then  ran  over  hurdles  the 
next  day  In  Italy.  The  two 
clashed  privately,  and  later  in 
the  year  Jncksun  publicly  an- 
nounced that  his  only  British 
appearances  this  year  would 
be  at  the  Cardiff  Games  ami 
the  Olympic  trials 
Jackson,  who  insisted  yes 
terday  that  he  would  still  not 
be  miking  to  Radford,  trill 
now  run  in  the  BAF  interna- 
tional meeting  at  Gateshead 
on  .June  80,  where  ail  Brit- 
ain's main  Olympic  medal 
hopes  are  expected  to  cum- 
perr.  This  also  seems  certain 
to  include  Linford  Christie, 
whether  or  not  he  decides  to 
defend  his  Olympic  loom  title. 

With  the  federation  anxious 
to  sign  a new  television  deal 
when  the  ITV  contract  runs 
out  thi9  year,  it  is  imperative 
that  the  leading  athletes  are 
at  the  showcase  meeting.  To 
that  end  the  BAF*s  Peter  Hier 
flew  to  Australia  this  winter 
to  negotiate  with  Jackson, 
who  was  training  there. 

“1  didn't  realise  how  hard 
the  promotions  people  worked 
to  put  on  these  things,  and  I 
could  not  have  kicked  them  in 
the  face.”  Jackson  said  yester- 
day. "1  made  one  or  two  mis- 
takes last  summer  and  1 prob- 
ably could  have  handled 
things  a bit  more  calmly- 1 am 
much  happier  now." 
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Blinkered  today  for  the  first  time:  BEVERLEY:  2.10 
Golborne  Lad;  3.40  Legal  Brief  FONTWELL:  -tSO  Miniture 
Melody;  5 SO  Night  In  A Million. 


Turner  fined 

QllX  TURNER,  file  Tttvis- 
Ptock  trainer,  has  been 
fined  £500  and  his  mare  Lying 
Eyes  disqualified  from  a race 
she  won  at  WIncanton  in  Jan- 
uary after  failing  a dope  test 
Turner  was  found  guilty  of 
his  second  dope  testing  of- 
fence by  the  Jockey  Club’s 
Disciplinary  Committee. 
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YOUR  HOME  IS  AT  RISK  IF  YOU  DO  NOT 
KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A MORTGAGE 
OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURED  ON  IT. 


HALIFAX  BUILDING  SOCIETY  REPRESENTS  ONLY  THE  HALIFAX  FINANCIAL 
SERVICES  MARKETING  GROUP  (WHICH  IS  REGULATED  BY  THE  PERSONAL 
WVESTMENT  AUTHORITY)  FOR  UE  ASSURANCE,  PENSIONS  AND  UNIT  TRUSTS. 


BECAUSE 

THERE’S  MORE  TO 
LIFE  THAN 
A MORTGAGE. 

We’ve  got  some  great  deals,  mi  you'll  still  lx: 
able  to  alibi'd  your  lim  and  games.  To  find  out 
mut'c.Jusi  call  into  your  local  branch  or  phone 
us  Tree  on  0800  10  II  10  for  an  in  Ion  nation  pack. 

Hgulsk 

Get  a little  extra  help. 


THE  CAPITAL  MAKES  ITS  BID  FOR  THE  NEW  NATIONAL  SPORTSCENTRf 


Training  ground . . . Wembley  Stadium  station;  revamped  to  accommodate  Intertaty  and  Enrostar,  would  bring  the  fans  straight  into  the  ground,  according  to  an  artist’s  impression 


The  draughty,  bleak  and  inaccessible  stadium  complex  will  be 
transformed  if  plans  revealed  yesterday  win  the  Sports  Council’s 
vote — and  National  Lottery  money.  James  Meikle  reports 


Football  is  a reli- 
gion, Wembley 
claims  to  be  its 
national  shrine;  and 
now  it  is  being  prom- 
ised a square  that  dwarfs  St 
Peter's  in  Rome. 

Ambitious  proposals  to  cre- 
ate a plaza  with  cafes,  foun- 
tains, shops,  hotels,  a theatre 
and  possibly  even  an  ice-rink 
and  national  sports  museum 
were  unveiled  yesterday  as 
the  stakes  were  raised  in  the 
battle'  to  provide  a new 
national  stadium. 

Brent  council  in  north  Lon- 
don, and  Sir  Norman  Foster’s 
architectural  partnership, 
presented  a £500  million  pack- 
age of  improvements  to  the 
bleak  approaches  to  the  exist- 
ing stadium,  to  road  and  rail 
links,  and  to  the  drab  neigh- 
bouring industrial  estate 
which  would  become  a spank- 
ing "techno-park". 

The  vision  of  a square  that 
would  be  bigger  than  St  Pe- 
ter’s and  Trafalgar  Square 
combined  — host  to  carni- 
vals, circuses  and  other 
events  — depends  on  the 
Sports  Council  picking  Wem- 
bley. not  Manchester,  for  the 
national  stadium  and  Its 
associated  National  Lottery 
money  in  July. 

Without  that  endorsement. 


Snooker 


the  private  sector  that  would 
pay  for  most  of  the  develop- 
ment would  not  be  interested 
in  much  of  the  “master  plan", 
which  envisages  an  approach 
road  leading  direct  to  five- 
level  underground  carparks, 
a warm-up  athletics  track, 
and  40ft  columns  carrying  ad- 
vertisements, temperatures 
nnr!  sports  results  lining  the 

main  approaches  to  the 
stadium. 

Meanwhile,  the  trust  pro- 
moting the  stadium  bid  is 
considering  both  turning  the 
pitch  through  90  degrees  and 
moving  the  famous  (and 
listed)  twin  towers,  which  it 
has  promised  to  keep  if  it 
wins  in  July.  The  latter  plan 
would  involve  ensuring  an- 
other architectural  focal 
point  for  the  square  when  the 
design  is  put  out  to 
competition. 

The  trust  is  recosting  its 
bid  for  the  stadium,  previ- 
ously more  than  £100  million, 
and  may  also  ask  for  Lottery 
funds  to  help  the  development 
of  the  plaza. 

Work  would  start  in  1998, 
with  the  1999  FA  Cup  final, 
internationals  and  other 
events  moving  elsewhere. 
Manchester  United’s  Old 
Trafford  ground,  with  its  new 
55,000  capacity,  would  be  an 


obvious  alternative  venue, 
unless  United  reached  one  of 
the  two  main  soccer  finals 
themselves. 

The  trust  is  confident  it  will 
reassure  the  Sports  Council 
over  its  independence  from 
Wembley  pic,  which  would 
donate  the  fend  and  brand 
name  In  return  for  a 21-year 
contract  to  run  facilities  at 
the  new  stadium. 

The  Brent  proposals,  ex- 
pected to  be  endorsed  by 
councillors  next  week  before 
going  out- to  consultation, 
are  designed  to'  remove 
concerns  the  Sports  Council 
had  about  Wembley’s  dowdy 
surroundings. 

London  Underground  is 
planning  a £32  million  new 
look  for  Wembley  Paris  tube 

Station,  ’indiMting  rinphljng  the 

capacity  from  25,000  passen- 
gers to  more  than'  50,000  an 
hour  and  arranging  to  ferry 
fans  and  visitors  towards  a 
new-iook  Olympic  Way. 

Rail  track  may  revamp  the 
poorly  used  Wembley  Sta- 
dium station,  which  in  the  ar- 
chitects’ Imagination  was  pre- 
sented as  a four-platform 
Intercity  and  Eurostar  com- 
plex with  escalators  straight 
into  the  new  stadium  and  the 
square. 

The  architects  have  sug- 


gested that  visitors  could  use 
“intelligent  tickets”  Indeed  to 
information  boards,  giving  di- 
rections to  seats  or  details  of 
forthcoming  events. 

Brent  officials  yesterday  in- 
sisted that  high-profile  devel- 
opers would  be  interested  hi  a 

slice  of  the  action,  which 
would  be  a catalyst  for  regen- 
eration of  the  area.  It  is  offer- 
ing £23  million  in  Govern- 
ment and  its  own  fluids. 

Sir  Norman  /stressed  the 
“human  dimension”  of  the 
grand  scheme.  "We  have  tried 
to  create  an  environment  in 


which  pedestrians  can  move 
about  freely  in  a relaxed  and 
enjoyable . atmosphere,  away 
from  traffic.” 

Robert  Gordon  Clark,  of  the 
English  National  Stadium 
Trust  which  leads  the  Wem- 
bley bid  and  is  prospective 
owner  of  the  freehold  of  the 
site,  said  the  new  plans  cre- 
ated "the  perfect  setting”  and 
would  make  access'  to  Wem- 
bley as  quids  and  easy  as  any 
stadium  in  the  world. 

But  Manchester,  where  a 
£125  million  stadium  is 
planned  alongside  a cycle  ve- 


lodrome and  a medical  and 
fitness  centre  as  well  as  im- 
proved transport  links,  hit 

back. 

Graham  Stringer,  the  city 
council  leader,  said;  "We 
have  an  acquired  site,  100  per 
cent  in  our  ownership,  with 
planning  permission  to  build 
the  stadium.  Wembley’s  prob- 
lem is  that  you  would  be  put- 
ting Lottery  money  straight 
into  bankers’  hands  and  not 
into  - sport  They  would  be 
adding  to  their  existing  prob- 
lem by  having  to  go  through  a 
major  planning  inquiry.” 


Superhighway . . . approach  road  would  lead  straight  to  an  underground  car-park 


Griffiths’  great  escape 


dive  Everton  bi  Sheffield 


Terry  Griffiths  pro- 
duced another  of  his 
epic  comebacks  to  sur- 
vive the  opening  round  of  the 
Embassy  World  Champion- 
ship here  yesterday.  The  48- 
year-old  Welshman  recovered 
from  0-8  and  5-9  to  beat 
Jamie  Burnett  a 20-year-old 
Scot  making  his  Crucible 
Theatre  debut  10-9  on  the 
final  black. 

"The  one  thing  I haven't 
lost  is  my  will  to  win  and  the 
ability  to  fight”  said  Grif- 
fiths, who  won  the  champion- 
ship at  his  first  attempt  17 
years  ago. 

His  opponent  in  the  last  16 
will  be  Steve  Davis,  who  has 
won  all  their  six  previous 
meetings  here.  But  even  if  that 


Golf 


sequence  is  maintained,  Grif- 
fiths will  have  a memory  to 
treasure  from  what  may  well 
prove  his  last  appearance  on 
snooker’s  most  famous  stage. 

Nowadays  the  Welsh  vet- 
eran plays  in  spectacles  and 
tends  to  start  slowly.  He  took 
yesterday's  first  frame  to 
close  to  3-6,  but  the  end 
looked  nigh  when  this  be- 
came 3-8.  Griffiths,  perhaps 
feeling  -that  there  was  not 
much  left  to  lose,  dominated 
the  next  two  frames,  his  oppo- 
nent potting  only  one  ball, 
and  although  Burnett  took 
the  next  to  lead  9-5  he  was 
palpably  feeling  the  pressure 
as  Griffiths  levelled  at  9-9. 

The  end  of  the  deciding 
frame  'almost  defied  belief. 
Burnett,  13  behind  with  two 
reds  left,  laid  a snooker  be- 
hind the  black.  Griffiths 


grazed  the  black  to  concede 
seven  points,  them  six  more, 
to  present  Burnett  with  a 
clear  victory  chance.  Brown 
from  its  spot  was  match  ball 
but  Burnett,  needlessly 
screwing  back  for  blue, 
screwed  the  cue-ball  almost  a 
foot  too  far  and  into  a middle 
pocket  Griffiths,  drawn  and 
tense,  returned  to  the  table 
and  cleared  from  brown  to 
blade  to  add  an  unlikely  vic- 
tory to  his  Crucible  lore. 

*T  don't  know  how  I potted 
the  last  four  balls,”  he  said. 
"The  moral  of  the  story  is  ob- 
viously not  to  give  up.” 

"1  thought  Td  won  the 
match  at  9-5,”  said  the  crest- 
fallen Burnett  "I  hope  I ran 
put  it  down  to  experience. 
There  is  nothing  I can  do 
about  it  now.  I’ve  just  got  to 
get  it  out  of  my  mind.” 


Seve  Is  punished  for  swinging  the  lead 


RRchad  Britten  In  Valencia 


JhN  INJURY  to  Severiano 
#%Ball  ester  os’s  left  wrist 
may  Jeopardise  bis  latest 
comeback,  in  the  Turespafia 
Masters  which  begins  on  the 
El  Safer  links  here  today. 

After  back  problems  in  the 
United  States,  where  he  was 
forced  to  pull  out  of  the  Play- 
ers Championship,  the  Span- 
iard has  strained  a tendon 
swinging  a lead-weighted  dob 
In  his  bedroom. 

He  played  In  the  pro-am 
yesterday  with  it  heavily 
strapped,  and  will  have  further 
physiotherapy  before  he  starts 
today's  first  round  of  the  Span- 
ish tourist  board  event  in  com- 


pany with  Sam  Torrance  and 
Costantino  Rocca. 

"The  dub  Is  four  times 
heavier  than  normal  and  I 
guess  I have  overdone  it,” 
Ballesteros  said.  "At  this 
stage  it  is  not  serious  but  I 
will  have  to  be  careful  be- 
cause already  there  Is  Inflam- 
mation in  my  wrist” 

The  Ryder  Cup  captain  has 
finished  only  two  of  the  five 
tournaments  he  has  played 
since  he  ended  his  self-im- 
posed five-month  exile  in  Mo- 
rocco in  March.  He  finished 
last  in  Dubai  and  next  to  last 
in  the  US  Masters,  but  he  said 
yesterday:  “My  form  is  get- 
ting better  day  by  day,  and  it 
is  only  a matter  of  time.  I am 
beginning  to  pick  up  the 


rhythm  and  I am  enjoying  the 
Competition.  HopefhUy  I will 
be  there  soon.” 

He  said  that  Nick  Faldo’s 
Augusta  victory  had  given 
him  fresh  hope.  "He  has  given 
inspiration  to  people  of  the 
same  age.  I think  now  that  if 
he  can  do  It,  why  not  me?". 

Ballesteros  Is  39  and  Faldo 
will  be  the  same  age  In  July 
when  the  Spaniard  will  be  at- 
tempting a third  Open  victory 
at  Royal  Lytham.  where  he 
won  in  1979  and  1988. 

• Gordon  Sherry,  the  British 
amateur  champion  who  maim* * 
his  professional  debut  in  next 
week’s  Italian  Open,  has  bran 
allocated  a place  in  the  Volvo 
PGA  Championship  at  Went- 
worth from  May  24  to-27. . 


Rugby  League 


Saints  not  in 
the  mood  for 
any  surprises 


Paid  Fitzpatrick 


Although  Shaun 

McRae  was  - displeased 
with  his  side’s  performance 
in  the  narrow  win  at  Hali- 
fax last  Sunday,  the  Austra- 
lian coach  yesterday  named 
a predictable  St  Helens  side 
for  the  Challenge  Cup  fliwi. 

Eol.  contrast  the  Bradford 
Bulls  team  announced  on 
Tuesday  had  contained  a 
major  surprise  in  the  selec- 
tion of  Jon  Hamer  at  blind- 
side  prop. 

Hamer  has  not  played 
senior  football  for  four 
months  and  McRae  was 
sceptical  that  the  Bradford 
coach  would  play  Him  on 
Saturday.  "Brian  Smith 
must  think  we  are  living  In 
Disneyland,”  he  said. 

“When  did  Brian  ever 
pick  a side  a few  days  be- 
fore a game  and  that  side 
actually  took  the  field?  All' 
1 am  saying  is  that  he  has 
picked  a squad  of  19  play- 
ers and  I do  not  think  we 
will  really  know  the  make- 
up of  his  team  until  an  hour 
before  kick-off.” 

For  St  Helens  the  teen- 
ager Danny  Arnold  keeps 
Ids  place  bn  the  right  wing 
and  Alan  Hunts,  the  only 
survivor  from  their  last 
final  appearance  in  1991, 
has  to  be  content  with  a 
place  on  the  branch. 

Saints  are  happy  with  the 
fitness  of  Simon  Booth  and 
he  will  partner  Chris  Joynt 
in  the  second  row. 


■hu  Gfitucc  Goofr.  Critantf. 
Lougnilfl.  Scales;  Bndlty,  Paul; 
UcDarmolt.  Dvvyir.  Humor.  Nlcfclo, 
Danoughor.  Knot. 

■t  Katana:  ProscolC  Arnold.  GIMts. 
find  aw.  ■ SuUWir.  Hammond.  QooWlog; 
P*r*!|rH.  Cunningham,  Leathern,  Jam. 
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Cricket 


Knight  makes  a day  of  it  as 
century  punishes  students 


IICK  KNIGHT  hit  128  off  a 
- Jweak  attack  as  Warwick- 
shire hammered  355  for  seven 
off  British  Universities  in  a 50 
overs  match  at  The  Parks  yes- 
terday. The  students  managed 
only  187  for  eight  in  reply. 

Luckily  for  the  Universi- 
ties, perhaps,  the  county 
rested  the  jet-lagged  South 
Africa  all-rounder  Shaun 
Pollock. 

Knight  and  Neil  Smith  hit 
55  off  the  first  five  overs  and 
the  partnership  reached  86  be- 
fore Smith,  was  caught  for  23 
in  the  10th  over. 

Paul  Smith  joined  Knight 
and  completed  a half-century 
from  39  balls  as  they  added 
107  in  14  overs  before  Smith 


was  caught  for  51.  Shortly 
afterwards  Knight  reached 
bis  century,  with  13  bound- 
aries and  a six,  from  107  balls 
before  being  third  out  at  293. 
caught  at  the  wicket  for  128 
after  adding  100  with  Dominic 
Ostler  (63). 

• West  Indies  will  begin  a 
five -Test  series  against  Aus- 
tralia in  Brisbane  on  Novem- 
ber 22  with  the  second  a week 
later  in  Sydney,  where  a one- 
day  international  will  be 
played  on  New  Year’s  Day  be- 
tween Australia  and  Paki- 
stan, who  join  West  Indies  in 
a triangular  series.  The  final 
Test  between  Australia  and 
West  Indies  will  be  in  Perth 
from  February  1-5. 
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Soccer 


Sugar  cuts 
his  stake 
in  Spurs 


fan  King 


ALANSUGAR.  Totten- 
ham's chairman, 
reduced  bis  stake  In 
the  dob  from  51  to  41 
per  cent  yesterday.  Announc- 
ing an  £11  million  rights  issue 
to  fVnanca  farther  improve- 
ments to  White  Hart  Lane,  he 

waived  bis  entitlement  to 
tyVp  part  in  the  issue  hut  em- 
phasised his  continuing  com- 
mitment to  Spurs. 

Sugar  said  he  was  not  tak- 
ing up  his  rights  because  he 
wanted  to  give  more  City  in- 
stitutions the  chance  to  buy 
Spurs  shares-  ‘1  could  have 
sold  shares  and  seen  the 
money  in  my  own  pociket  but 
we  went  for  the  rights  issue 
so  the  cash  goes  into  the  club. 
I haven’t  got  £5  million  float- 
ing around  anyway.” 

He  also  hit  out  at  the  Bos- 
nian ruling  and  dubs  with 
benefactors  paying  excessive 
transfer  fees  and  wages. 
Spurs  are  reducing  their  play- 
ers’ value  in  the  accounts  by 
almost  a third. 

Sugar  will  still  receive 
around  £245,000  from  the  City 
investors  in  return  for  agree- 
ing that  they  should  up 
bis  entitlement  The  City, 
which  dislikes  companies 
being  dominated  by  one  or 
two  individuals,  welcomed 
the  news,  sending  Spurs 
shares  up  14p  to  324p,  against 
the  rights  price  af280p.  Sugar 
said  he  would  not  be  reducing 
his  shareholding  further. 

AH  the  money  raised  from 
yesterday's  one-far -four  cash 
call  will  be  spent  on  rebuild- 
ing the  North  Stand,  increas- 
ing the  stadium's  capacity' 
from  33,000  to  36,000,  and  an 
other  ground  improvements. 

Sugar  said:  “It  is  not  right 
to  have  a rights  issue  to  buy 
players.  The  squad  ean-be  en- 
hanced within  the  capabili- 
ties of  the  company.  Gerry 
{Francis]  has  bad  funds  avail- 
able for  a while  but  he’s  selec- 
tive and  very  sensible.  Spend- 


ing in  some  places  pre-Bos- 
nian -was,  to  say  the  least, 
irresponsible.” 

He  made  it  clear  he  was  not 
prepared  to  follow  those  who 
pay  inflated,  foes  — or  wages. 
— for  players.  “In  any  other 
commercial  enterprise  seeing 
similar  changes,”  he  said,  “it 
would  be  logical  that  nobody 
would  pay  out  lots  of  money. 
But  this  is  an  illogical  indus- 
try and  it's  made  illogical  by 
some  of  the  benefactors  you 
find  supporting  certain  dhtbs 
where  the  cheque-book  has 
gone  slightly  out  of  control 
and  the  balance  sheets  don't 
ramm  anything.” 

In  light  of  the  European 
.Courfa  Bosman  ruling,  which 
Sugar  called  “crazy",  Totten- 
ham will  write  down  the 
worth  of  their  players  by  at 
least  £6.8  million.  The  ruling 
! allows  an  out-of-contract 
'player  to  move  to  a new  dub 
in  the  BU  without  has  existing 

club  being  entitled  to  a trans- 
fer fee.  - 

"Fortunately  we  are  pro- 
tected at  Tottenham,"  Sugar 
said;'  “in  that  most  of  oar 
superstar  players  are  covered 
by  long-term  contracts  — and 
that  will  be  the  name  of  the 
game.  The  average  contract 
length  is  four  years.” 

Tottenham,  unlike  Man- 
chester united  who  are  also 
quoted,  have  always  reflected 
toe  value  of  "players  in  their 
books  cm  the  ground  that  they 
are  one  of  the  assets. 
Sugar  refused  to  say  which 
players  would  have  their  val- 
ues reduced. 

• Preston  North  End, 
recently  floated  on  the  Alter- 
native Investment  Market, 
added  their  voles  to  criticism 
of  the  Bosman  ruling,  saying 
they  viewed  it  “seriously” 
and  were  studying  it  (br  rami- 
fi cations.  Their  comments 
came  yesterday  as  they  un- 
veiled half-year  pre-tax  prof- 
its of  £42,000,  against  a loss 
last  time  of  £217.000. 

City  notebook,  page  11 
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Rugby  Union 


League  One:  Leicester  28,  Gloucester  6 

Leicester 

neglect 

point-duty 


Hobart  Annstreoa 


Caught  on  the  hop . . . Gary  McAllister  beats  Denmark's  Brian  Nielsen  to  the  ball  in  Copenhagen  last  night.  Bat  it  was 
Scotland  who  were  eventually  floored,  losing  2-0  to  their  superior  hosts  photograph:  K^iowiAnD 


LEICESTER'S  attempt 
to  keep  their  Courage 
league  title  faltered 
badly  despite  a bard- 
won  victory  over  a makeshift 
Gloucester  side  that  was 
never  short  of  fighting  spirit 
at  Wetford  Road  hist  night 
Their  22-polnt  margin  of 
success  still  leaves  toe  Tigers 
63  points  adrift  of  Bath  on 
scoring  difference  even 
though  both  sides  are  level  on 
30  points  at  the  top  of  the 
table  as  they  go  into  their 
final  league  games. 

Tries  by  Garforth,  Under- 
wood and  Liley  and  three  pen- 
alties and  two  conversions  by 
Uley  were  never  going  to  be 
enough  to  put  real  pressure 
on  the  1 Baders,  who  should 
now  clinch  their  sixth  cham- 
pionship in  Saturday's  game 
at  home  to  Sale.  Leicester's 
chance  of  running  up  a mam- 
moth score  at  home  to  Harle- 
quins is  remote,  particularly 
after  the  physical  pounding 
they  took  from  the  Cherry 
and  Whites. 

Liley  gave  his  side  the  lead 
in  the  loth  minute,  stroking 
over  a penalty  from  28  metres 
with  nonchalant  technique. 
Getting  off  the  mark  loosened 
up  the  Leicester  forwards, 
particularly  Garforth,  who 
scored  a try  in  the  nth  min- 
ute that  any  first-class  centre 
would  have  been  proud  of. 
Breaking  from  about  35 
metres,  Garforth  sold  an  out- 
rageous dummy  before 
grounding  the  ball  close  to 
the  posts. 

Gloucester  exercised  strong 
territorial  presence  thanks  to 
the  accurate  line-kicking  Of 
their  fly-half  Klmfaer.  who 
also  supported  his  pack  with 
tactical  punting.  In  the  16th 
minute  the  West  Countrymen 
were  rewarded  with  a splen- 
did penalty  by  Maple  toft  and 


a minute  later,  Klmber  went 
close  with  a drop-goal 
attempt 

A few  minutes  before  half- 
time  Gloucester  deservedly 
narrowed  the  gap  with  a 
second  penalty  by  Mapfetoft 
from  42  metres.  But  Liley 
promptly  gave  Leicester  a 
13-6  lead  with  another  long- 
range  penalty. 

After  the  break  the  Cherry 
and  Whites  conceded  an  early 
penalty,  which  Liley  slotted 
over  but  Gloucester's  power- 
ful back-row  defence  kept 
Leicester  at  bay  and  even  the 
hosts’  famed  rolling  maul 
proved  largely  ineffectual. 
However,  on  the  hour  Rich- 
ards. Hamilton  and  Potter 
combined  sweetly  to  send 
Underwood  racing  away  from 
near  halftray  to  score  a mag- 
nificent try  In  the  left  corner. 

In  injury-time  Hamilton 
popped  up  on  the  right  and 
gave  a short  pass  to  Liley, 
who  crashed  over  at  the  flag. 
The  full-back  added  the  con- 
version points  but  the  Tigers 
knew  their  best  efforts  had 
fallen  short. 


Trtw  Qartorlh. 
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• The  crowd  limit  for  Bath's 
game  against  Wigan  at  Twick- 
enham on  May  25  has  been 
increased  by  a third  to  50,000 
following  a meeting  between 
the  police,  toe  Rugby  Football 
Union  and  the  two  clubs  yes- 
terday. The  dubs  were  un- 
happy last  weekend  when  the 
capacity  was  halved  to  37.500 
on  the  advice  of  the  police 
because  of  engineering  work 
on  the  railway  between  Read- 
ing and  Waterloo. 


Swales  has 
heart  attack 


Dorok  Potter 


PETER  SWALES’,  for- 
merly chairman  Of 
Manchester  Grfy  and  of 
the  FA’S  intemattemd^  com- 
mittee, is  recovering^from  a 
major  heart  attack. 

Swales,  62,  was  - safe 
night  to  be  “comfortahla”  in 
Wythenshawe  hospital,  where 
he  is  in  an  intensive-care 
unit.  ' 

Twenty-four  months  ago  he 
resigned  as  foairman  at  Blaine 
Road,  Francis  Lee  replacing 
him  after  toe  former  striker’s 
consortium  acquired  half  of 
the  65  per  cent  shares  owned 
by  Swales  and  his  associate, 
the  Cheshire-based  business- 
man Stephen  Boler. 

Swales  and  Boler  were  each 
paid  £2  million  in  the  deal 
and  Lee  retains  an  option,  ex- 
piring in  August;  to  buy  their 
remaining  shares,  valued  at 
£1.10  each  on  takeover  bat 


now  changing  hands  at  60p  as 
City  fight  to  avoid  rdegaticn 
from  the  Premiership. 

Swales,  wboremainsvice- 
chairman  of  the  FA  internar. 
tional  committee  and  a senior 
member  of  toe  .FA  council,  be- 
came diairman  of  City,  the 
dub  be  had  supported  from 
childhood,  in  1973  after  two 
years  on  the  Maine.  Road 
board.  He.  first  ventured  into 
football  in  1961,  when  he  and 
his  former,  business  partner 
Noel  White,  a Liverpooi  direc- 
tor, took  oyer  .the.  non-Leagne 
dub  Altrincham. 

Sheffield  Untied  are  giving 
the  37-yeaxKild  former  Eng- 
land midfielder  Gordon 
Cowans  a free  transfer.  The 
former  Aston  Villa  and 
Wolves  player  is  interesting 
Scarborough.  ’ 

. Aston  Villa  . provide  the  op- 
position for.  the  Birmingham 
captain  John  Praia's  testimo- 
nial match  at  St  Andrews 
next  Wednesday. 


Uefa  losing  Bosman  battle 


Sport  in  brief 


Europe.throws  out  compromise  proposal 
forat  leastsix  ‘nationals’  perside 


Raf  Casartln  Brussels 


European'  football’s 
governing  body  feces 
defeat  in  its  last  stand 
to  preserve  national 
identity  on  the  pitch  when  the 
big  dubs  line  up  for  next 
season's  major  European 
tournaments. 

Seeking  a way  around  the 
Bosman  ruling,  the  legal  deci- 
sion that  effectively  lifted  all 
restrictions  on  dubs  fielding 
foreign  players,  Uefa  last 
week  proposed  a compromise, 
ft  called  for  a system  that 
would  require  each  club  to 
field  a .majority  of  ‘'home- 
grown"  players. 

At  least  six  out  of  the  U 
players  representing  any  chib 
playing  fax  European  competi- 
tions, - it  urged,  should 
have  lived  in  that  club's 
country  for  a certain  number 


of  years,  regardless  of  their 
nationality.  - 

The  request  has  fallen  on 
deaf  ears.  The  European 
Union  announced  in  Brussels 
yesterday  that  there  would  be 
no  amendments  to  the  ruling. 
It  ordered  Uefa  not  to  go  back 
on  its  commitment  to  open  up 
competitions  to  all  foreign 
players  from  within  toe  ElTs 
15-nation  area. 

Uefa’ s secretary -general 
Gerhard  Aigner  will  travel  to 
Brussels  tomorrow  to  discuss 
the  ruling  with  the  EU  Anti- 
Trust  Commissioner,  Karel 
van  Mint.  The  Uefa  president 
Lennart  Johansson  said  he 
hoped  the  Commission  would 
back  the  Uefe  proposal  at  that 
meeting,  but  yesterday  Van 
Miert  all  but  excluded -toe 
possibility. 

“You  cannot  come  back 
through  the  back  door,  and 
renege  an  promises,”  he  said. 


The  European  Court  of  Jus- 
tice ruling  had  left  no  roam 
for  compromise. 

Last  December  the  EXTs 
highest  court  upheld  a case 
brought  by  the  Belgian  player 
Jean-Marc  Bosman,  support- 
ing the  European  Commis- 
sion’s view  that  any  limits  cm 
EU  foreigners  are  illegal.  The 
Commission,  which  enforces 
EU  law,  wants  full  freedom 
fin*  any  EU  player  to  compete 
wherever  he  wants  In  the  15 
member  nations. 

Uefa  has  restricted  that 
freedom  for  years  but  on  Feb- 
ruary 19.  under  the  threat  of 
hefty  fines,  it  grudgingly 
accepted  the  ruling  and 
scrapped  its  team  limit  of 
three  non-nationals  and  two 
•‘assimilated  players"  who 
have  been  playing  in  a 
country  for  at  least  five 
years. 

Later,  Uefa  also  accepted 
toe  court's  decision  to  abolish 
transfer  fees  for  out-of-con- 
tract players,  another  corner- 
stone of  European  soccer 
business,  so  EU  officials  were 


Internationals:  Czech  Republic  2,  Republic  of  Ireland  0 

Irish  fade  away  in  second  half 


JB  MAKESHIFT  Irish  side 
fought  bard  but  could 
^^not  prevent  the  Czech 
Republic  recording  their  . llto 
home,  win  in  a row-in  Prague 
yesterday.  Second-half  goals 
from  Martin  Frydek  and  Pa- 
vel Kuka  left  the  visitors 
resigned  to  their  fourth 
successive  defeat  . 

The  Ireland  manager  Mick 
McCarthy  was  forced  to  play 
three  new  caps  because  of  in- 
juries, dub  commitments  and 
the  suspension  of  Roy  Keane. 
Kenny  Cunningham' and  Alan 
Moore  were  in  the  starting 
line-up  and  Denis  Irwin  was 


replaced  at  half-tone  by  Cur- 
tis Fleming. 

The  Irish  competed  well  in 
the  opening  45  minutes,  how- 
ever, and  Nlall  Quinn  twice 
went  dose  with,  headers,  Paul 
McGrath,  winning  a record 
82nd  cap,  was  also'  unlucky, 
having  a shot  blocked  and 
then  firing  into  the  side  net- 
ting. And  they  .might  have 
had  a penalty  after  27  minutes 
when  Ray  Houghton  put 
Irwin  through  on  the  left;  the 
Manchester  United  ftill-back 
appeared  to  be  pulled  down 
by  Radoslav  Latal  but  the  ref- 
eree waved  play  on. 


Andy  Townsend  had  a 25- 
yard  volley  deflected  round  a 
post  as  toe  visitors  dominated 
for  long  spells.  With  Cunning- 
ham mnVfog  a particularly 
impressive  debut,  but  toe  cru- 
cial opening  goal  came  after 
61  minutes^  Radek  Drnlak  fed 
Kuka  On  the  right  and,,  with 
defenders  standing  still,  he 
set  up  Frydek  who  made  no 
mistake  , from  dose  range. 
Eight  minutes  later  it  was  all 
over  when  Kuka  seemed  from 
10 .yards.- . . 

.McCarthy,  refused  to  be 
downcast  "We  played  really 
well  In  toe  opening  45  min- 


utes and  created  the  better 
chances.”  he  said.  “But  bad 
defending  cost  us  the  first 
goal  and  when,  we  lost  our 
shape  that  led  to  a second.  If 
[-you  get  chances  at  this  level 
you  have  to  soore.” 

SUCH  REPUBLIC:  Koubaj  bdtaa 
nftHM,  Ml.  Nepal,  Manuk  (Rada.  73). 

Mamina*  (Ktrtte.  h-Q.  Manat, 
Law  mu— rf.  81).  Kaka  (Kertr.  78). 
Dnkk,  Vkydak. 

REPUBLIC  «F  MELANDr  OIwm 
(BtacUxra);  fenuta  [Mm  Utt  naaha. 
MMBWBlW.  M).  Kami  (Blackburn). 
{Liverpool;  Mm,  Coventry,  eft. 
~ ( Aston  viii»).  “ ‘ - 


(WtmblMon).  Twanaan  t [Aston  Villa), 
HnuWtaeu  [Crystal  Palac*).  Oka  (Man 


Cwyj.  Bam  MMtteebrough), 
[Liverpool). 

HStrembe  (Germany). 


Switzerland  2,  Wales  0 V 

Coieman  suffers  Alpineangst 


l A /ALES fought  hard  and 
VV  defended  stoutly  but 
two  lapses  by  Chris  Cole- 
man doomed  them  to  defeat 
by  a skilful  Switzerland  in 
this  friendly  international 
in  Lugano  last  night  ■' 

Frobtng  patiently  with, 
neat  passing  patterns,  the 
Swiss  gradually  dominated, 
the  midfield,  and  after  32 
minutes  Wales  foil  behind. 

The  home  captain  Sforza 
sent  his  free-kick  Into'  a 
crowded  goalmouth,  where 
Coleman,  rising  highest,  di- 
verted the  ball  past  Wales’s 
new  goalkeeper  Danny : 
Coyne. 

Disaster  befell.  Coleman 
again  just  before  half-time 
when  he  tackled  Stephana. 
Chapuisat  and  the  Bon&sia 
Dortmund  striker  tumbled  1 


dramatically  to  the  ground. 
The  referee  awarded  a pen- 
alty and  Turkyilmaz, 
blasted  home  the  spot-kick- 
-;  Coyne  - was  replaced  at 
halftime  but  fort  was  al- 
ways- Bob  i-i  Gould's  plan. 
-Wrexham’s,  goalkeeper 
Andrew  Marriott  and,  foe 
Manchester  United  vnwi« 
ster  Simon  Davies  brought 
Gould’s  new  caps  on  the 
nigfat  to  ftrar.  Both  substi- 
tutes Impressed  in  foe 
second  half;  hut  a Welsh 
goal" would  not  come. 

SWTTXBHLANOi  huiMlai'  Vh«I| 
QiMtln,  Hnokn,  V*|t,  Witty, 
.Tb* tayflsaas,  6W,  StM,  Bforza, 


WAUW  C6fM  (Tn*mw*r. 

(Charitey.- .Itaw  Montoc#, 

Otari  CHVL'Cttan  (BtaOburn).  le*ft 
(HtmrfntfiemL  teee*  iWtatMee.  Hm* 
(Sria/I  W»«. 

JArsaWfU-TliytoriSteO  ttoi 


ItortHiern  Ireland  1,  Sweeten  2 

McMahon  too  little  too  late 


TOTTENHAM’S  left-winger 

■ Gerard  McMahon  gave 
the  home  crowd  something  to 
cheer  about  when  he  headed 
home  in  the  MflUninute.  but 
it  caine  too  late  to  do  anything 
more  than  give  the  scoreline 
respectsfoflity: 

The  Irish  goalkeeper  . DavV 
aon  passod  hte  first  test  when 
he  dashed  off  his  line  to  deny 
Sweden’s  striker  TtehKn  after 
IS.-mjbaubes.  But  the  Bolton 
reserve  had  no  chance  five 
minutes  fetor  whan  Dahlia 
put  the  visitors  ahead. 

The  former  .Sheffield 
Wednesday  full-back  Nilsson 
sent  Them  free  on  toe-right 
and  hfe  low  cross  was  sweetly 
turned  into  the  net  by  DahUn 
from  five  yards  out 

Bryan  Hamilton's  side  went 
close  to  snatching  an  equalis- 


er after  SO  minutes.  Row- 
lands’s  deep  cross  from  the 
left  was  knocked  demand  Lo- 
mas came  steaming  in  for  a 
20-yard  drive  that  Anriersson 
did  well  to  turn  away. 

But  Ingesscai  sealed  the 
-game  for  Sweden  on  58  min- 
utes when  toe  framer -Shef- 
field Wednesday  midfielder 
skipped  past  two  challenges 
before  planting  the.  ball  past 
Davison,  and  Into  toe  comer 
of  the  net.  - 


(BoHonK 

(Luton).  VinBhyV  [Leeds; 
Blackpool.  77ml  n),  MB  (Lafcsatart. 
- (Wnuuunj.  mnwh  (Arsenal). 
HeCerflty  (Port  Vain).  Lonw  (Uan 
CHyj.  Unite hoa  froitoMiam).  0*M«W 

(HBamtan:  O'BoyVr.  o«,  h— tanJ  (Wwt 

Ham). 

mnNi  * JU»4*>rMUNv-llll)««a.  P 
lidtrauxi,  BJorklBM],  BMdanm, 
fcliwan,  wniraia  iZtittrljuiy.  h-i| 
>B«W»A  ttam  OaMh*  ILarMM  SOI 
K taHwaw  IWUmwt  58). 

Mmi  H Dallas  iMoOwnwiiK-  • 


Everton  lining 
up  £3m  return 
for  Woan 


ten  Ross 


THE  Nottingham  Forest 
f winger  Ian  Woan  may  be 
on  bis  way  back  to  Everton 
this  summer.  10  years  after 
he  was  shown  the  door  at 
Goodison  Park. 

Everton ’s  manager  Joe 
Royle  inquired  recently 
about  Woan ’s  availability. 
If  Royle  makes  an  offer  in 
excess  of  £3  million.  For- 
est’s manager  Frank  Clark 
may  well  be  tempted  to  do 
business. 

Woan,  27,  who  was  born 
in  the  WlrraL  spent  some 
time  on  trial  with  Everton 
during  Howard.  Kendall’s 
first  spell  in  charge  of  the 
Merseyside  club  but  failed 
to  impress  and  opted  to 
join  the  non-Leagne  club 
Runcorn. 

His  move  up  into  top  foot- 
ball came  in  1990  when  For- 
est’s then  manager  Brian 
Clough  paid  £60,000  for 
him. 

With  Royle  now  ready  to 
dismantle  the  side  that  won 
the  FA  Cup  last  May,  Woan 
is  one  of  four  high-profile 
players  near  the  top  of  an 
extensive  wanted  list 
Among  those  that  may 
also.be  lured  to  Everton  be- 
fore the  start  of  next  season 
are  Wimbledon’s  Deaii 
Holdsworth,  Celtic’s  John 
Collins  and  Leeds’s  Gary 
Speed. 

Everton  are  not  the  only 
leading  Premiership  dub  to 
covet  the  skilful  Woan.  Tot- 
tenham have  been  closely 
monitoring  his  impressive 
progress  over  the  past  two 
years. 


1 


caught  off  guard  last  week 
when  Uefa  appeared  to  go 
back  on  its  promises. 

• Ticket  demand  for  the 
Champions*  Cup  final  be- 
tween Juventus  of  Turin  and 
Ajax  of  Amsterdam  has  al- 
ready outstripped  supply  by 
six  times,  Jnventus  officials 
said  yesterday.  Fewer  than 

65.000  tickets  will  be  on  sale 
for  the  final  at  Rome’s  Olym- 
pic stadium  on  May  22. 

Tickets  will  be  made  avail- 
able next  week  when  Ue&  de- 
cides toe  quotas  for  Italian 
and  Dutch  supporters.  “We 
have  received  requests  for 

350.000  tickets  so  far  and  de- 
mand is  continuing,”  said 
Paolo  Prandi,  an  official  of 
the  Turin  club. 

Juventus,  owned  by  the  Ag- 
nelli family  of  motor  million- 
aires, will  be  playing  their 
fourth  Champions'  Cup  final. 
They  beat  Idverpool  in  1985 
but  lost  twice,  to  Ajax  in  1973 
and  to  Hamburg  in  1983.  Ajax 
are  toe  defending  champions, 
having  beaten  AC  Milan  in 
last  year’s  final 


Results 


Soccer 

FRIENDLY  MTKHNATIOMALS 

Cx  Rap  (D)  X 
Frydek  Si 
Kuka  69 


(3)8 
M Lauttup  7 
B I Mrtnip  27 

NMMIIQ)  1 
McMahan  M 


(3)8 

Caiman  32  (ob) 

TurkyBraaz  42  (pan) 

Chita  3,  Australia  0:  Romm*  5.  Georgia  ft 
Bosnia  ft  Albania  ft  Icatand  3,  Esenia  ft 
Slovakia  ft  Bulgaria  ft  Austria  2,  Hungary 
ft  Balgiuni  0.  Russia  ft 
WORLD  COT  aujujanmsi  Yugoalsvis 
3.  Fame  islands  I;  Greece  2 Stouarria  ft 
Maeadonlaft  Ltacfttanstata  ft 
oal  VAUXHALL  CUBfHCft  GateS- 
haatl  2 Southport  Z epetekim  Cfanga 
Oup<  Thai,  Mrllag  MKSMWD  1, 
Branaaravs  1- 

mOWIMD  UEAOUB;  PranUar  DMatanr 
Nyda  Utd  I.  Quhslsy  1. 


utri  2 Nawcanta  ft  nobtq  Fwaat  0.  snail 

Wad  4.  Oldham  1.  Lhmrpooi  1;  Traoroara  4. 
Shad  UK  Z WBA  2 Nutts  Co  ft  BmM 
HMw  Bamsl sy  4.  LWcastur  ft  Hud- 
tlenneue.  Ortmebr  Z Fort  Vaia  2,  A MOa 
ft  Rothamam  1.  Btaebpoal  2 Third  Dh- 
Mans  Carbata  2 Darlington  1;  Cbatfar  2 
Scartaxough  0;  Chaarrrilald  a Scvnttnrpe 

2;  stvombury  2.  Doneanar  ft  wataafl  o. 
Wraxham  ft  Wigan  ft  Stockport  4. 

AVON  IMSUMMCf  COBBIH4HOH) 
Tint  Walahim  Crystal  Raise*  1 WUnum- 
*MI  * MltaaaU  2 Char  Hon  ft  ORR  4.  Brta- 
W C ft  Swindon  1.  Norwich  2 
X BRIM  OH  BATH  PRINT  CAPITAL 
LEAdUBi  Barnat  0.  CoWiaW  Vttl  ft  Gll- 
knglnunft'Niriruatoaan  ft  Layton  Orfanf  2 
WOMnghafli  Tn  2 Woat  Ham  Utd  4,  Can>- 
bndga  ltd  ft  Wyeomb*  1.  WsUbyg  ft 
LSAOUX  OP  WMJBk  Cnmtswr  2.  Ten 
Pane  2. 

Rugby  Union 

COURAOB  CLUBS  CHAKPIOMMIPi 

tad  I sat  ns  Oem  Laicaaw  2ft 

GtouoHterft 

WBNtBM  KATKMUU.  UQUHISi  Bfe-at 
nWsft-w  BrWooM  4B.  NowpOrt  77. 

CLUB  MATCH  Bi  CartOl  41  Pontypool 
a ft  Praakxi  G ib.  Biacabum  2& 


Tennis 


wm  CARLO  OPCMt  Sm 


ad:T 


(AM)  w T CartxmH  iSft)  7-S.  6-4; 
C atoaa  (Sp)  W R Furlan  (It)  wfe  t 
ta»  OW»)  M T Cocrvist  (Bwa)  ft-6.  6-3, 
6-Jt  P dssdv  ii  M bi  A Boamb  (Fr)  7-5. 
1-6  >-«L  e Wsfc*  (Frl  M Y Katahukov 
(Hue#  WMF  M—BBa  (Scj  W S Bn>- 
ouaf  a (Sp)  7-5  6-2  • Baohar  (Gar)  bt  D 
Rlkl  i Cxi  6J  4-ft  6-1 


Boxing 

Michael  Moorer  of  the  United 
States  has  been  cleared  to 
fight  Axel  Schulz  of  Germany 
'for  the  vacant  JBF  heavy- 
weight title  on  June  22,  proba- 
bly in  Berlin,  after  a US  ap- 
peal court  denied  South 
Africa’s  Frans  Botha  an  in- 
| junction  against  the  contest 
1 A federal  court  had  earlier 
ordered  the'IBF  to  strip  Botha 
for  failing  a drugs  test  after 
winning  the  title  from  Schulz 
in  December. 

Swimming 

Kleren  Perkins,  the  world  re- 
cord holder,  failed  to  qualify 
for  toe  40Q  metres  freestyle  at 
the  Atlanta  Olympics  when 
foe  finished  third  in  Austra- 
lia's Olympic  trials  in 
Sydney. 

Sailing 

Andy  Beadsworth.  Barry  Par- 
kin and  Adrian  Stead  sailed  a 
solid  race  to  make  the  final 
eight  for  the  match  racing 
which  concludes  the  Soling 
series  in  the  Semaine  Olympi- 
qoe,  writes  Bob  Fisher  in  Hy- 

ires.  France.  In  the  only  race 


ISm)  bl  Q tvanuawlc  tCro)  6-3,  o-ft  A 
mwta  (Vito)  IH  M Ptiiupmstta  (Aua) 
W.  fr-ft  A CmB  (Spl  W H Qumy  (Arg) 
6-7.  5-1.  6~t:  M Mm  iChJte)  bl  J Novell 
(Cz)  6-ft  2-6,  6-2;  R KraRoak  lN«h)  bl  S 
Edbwo  (Sw*i  0-5.  6-4,  6-S  P Koreta  ICz) 
to  B UUhrach  iCrt  6-1.  6-2  J «Mte 
(Spl  to  J CourtaT  (U®  a-a.  8-3;  C Costa 
(So)  tn  U Chang  (US)  6-7.  6-2  6-1. 

VTA  SPUING  SATELLITE  (Edrtburgh)- 
Hm  Pkek  roomfc  J Dtogadto  (OB)  m M 

Wyottt  (OB)  6-2  4-6.  B-ft  S BMttann 
(QaO  bl  D Want  (GBl  6-3.  6-4;  D Sapsf 
(OB)  bl  S Pander  (QQ)  6-4.  B-t:  T 
BohtaaaBng  (Aug  to  J BamMt  (GBl  6-1. 
6-4;  A IMwtaB  (OB)  UC  Bwnaa  (GBl 
6-4.  6-0;  A Pjmnaa  (QB)  to  N Baglin  108) 
4-6. 6-ft  7-5;  T Bpiaks  |GBI  bt  M Tirtwlc 
(Sto)  6-3.  6-1;  U Ooodan.  (Ausl  bt  P Hand 
(G8)  1-ft  6-2, 6-ft  P Hoaohotnls  (Or)  to  D 
Drapar  (GB)  6-S.  6-7,  6-ft  H — taf  (Frl 
M G Steeokamp  (SA)  6-ft  6-ft  R MokBah 
(Gar)  to  W Trau  (Aui)  5-7.  fr-ft  7-6:  p 
KMdany  (Aua)  bl  R MaSiaaon  (OB)  »-6. 
6-a.  6-ft  F Doado  (Uru)  bl  O BurrUaa  ISp) 
6-1.  7-&  D Bandar*  (QB)  bi  M BoukHng 
(GB)  6-2  6-ft  A Di  Pate  (Fr)  to  J David- 
aon  (QB)  6-ft  6-4:  P Pala  (Cz)  to  V Bun- 
daram  (OBI  6-ft  6-4  Btanaw  Monad 
IWO*  B Band  (QB)  bl  J Dvwai  (OB) 
6-1.  6-3:  M TlteaB  (QB)  M C Kramor 
(Gar)  6-2  6-ft  K Kamar  (dor)  M J Wood 
(GB)  7-5. 6-3:  K Htoafcous  (CD  to  J PuDto 
(QB)  6-2  6-4;  J Stank  (SA)  M L WoodraHe 
(GB)  6-2  6-4;  R Btawdalay  (Aua)  to  U 
Manina  Pus)  HHMK  BaWuwa 
(CZ)  H J pullm  (GB)  6-2  6-4:3  Ward  (GB) 
M V Oavlaa  (QB)  6-2  6-1;  A TnrdolT  (GB) 
bl  N Barton  (tar)  6-ft  6-1. 
ns  CtIPl  Enron*  AMc*  MM  Own 
Ohm  Pool  Ai  Brftate  2,  Btaumte  1 (BrfS 
M Mrtor.  S SmWi  (Eaam)  kart  to  B MutaJ 

6- ft  6-4:  C Wood  (Gussbz)  to  T Krtzan 

7- 6.  6-2  StaWb/Mnod  to  Krizan/T  Jnzer- 
nh6-1.7-&  Bolvus  2 Russia  1.  OrwapBt 
Italy  ft  Norway  ft  Swadan  ft  Latvia  0. 
Qi  oi to  Ci  adnrlml  2 Croatia  >;  Geor- 
qIb  2 Yugoslavia  1.  (tow  IN  Romania  2. 
Hungary  1;  GraK*  2 Portugal  1. 

Baseball 


ton  ft  Toma  5.  Chicago  ft  Oakland  ft  mil 
Mutes  6;  Ctomrtand  9.  BaWmora  K Kan> 
aaaCHy&NwYbrtft 
MAHOMAL  LBAAUBi  PtiUadtapMa  G. 
PIMturfih  ft  AUama  2 Los  Angeled  ft 
Fionas  2.  San  Otago  7.  Chicago  9.  Coto- 
rado  4;  San  Franebco  4,  Houtwi  6;  uon- 
traal  12.  Si  Louis  IV,  New  York  ft  Cincin- 
nati fl  fin  W. 

Chess 

AMBER  TOURNAMENT  (Monaco): 
Round  BO  atandtoga.  V KrAimB  (Rud) 
MS  V Anand  (in*  1ft  v Juanchuft  (Ukr) 
12S  0 Kamay  (US)  Tit  A Karpov  (Rue).  J 
Lauttar  (Fr)  iot  J Pikat  (Nath).  J Polgar 
(Hon).  A (fip)  Jft 

Cricket 

ONS-OAV  MATCMi  Thn  ParBta  Warvrick- 
atHra  355-7  (N  V Knlghl  12ft  D P Datiar  6ft 
P A SmHft  50-  Briwah  UnhwnUiaa  187-a 
1M  E Harray  Sana),  wtanwciwwa  won  by 
168  run* 

SECOND  XI  OUIPIOIBNP)  (tan  tar 

bury:  Lancaahlie  431-6  dac  |P  C 
McKeown  175.  N T WMM  140)  ana  701-4 


yesterday  they  had  to  over- 
take two  boats  ahead  of  them 
on  points,  and  did  so  compar* 
atively  easily  in  light  winds. 

John  Merrlcks  and  Ian 
Walker  confirmed  their  supe- 
riority in  the  gold  fleet  of  the 
470  class  with  a third  place 
that  put  them  12  points  dear 
at  the  top  of  the  table. 

Rugby  Union 

Simon  Shaw,  the  22-year-old 
Bristol  lock  who  had  been 
tipped  for  fid!  England  hon- 
ours this  season,  makes  a 
comeback  on  Saturday  five 
months  after  suffering  a 
career-threatening  Injury. 
Shaw,  who  suffered  a double 
ankle  dislocation,  fractured 
leg  and  damaged  ligaments  In 
a game  against  the  touring 
Transvaal,  plays  for  Bristol’s 
second  team  against  OrrelL 

Ice  Hockey 

The  Manchester  Storm.  Brit- 
ain's representatives  in  the 
European  League  starting  in 
September,  will  play  in  Group 
A with  the  Swedish  champi- 
ons Lulea  HF,  Preussen  Dev- 
ils Berlin  and  TPS  Turku. 
writes  Vic  Botchelder.  The 
Storm  will  entertain  TPS, 
from  Finland,  in  their  open- 
ing fixture  on  September  24. 


doc  (N  T Wood  87no).  Kara  3»~6  dac  ij  H 
Be  Mock  6ft  S C WtUta  60.  E J Stanton]  57) 
■no  363-0  iRKnR.sc  unite  si:  Sn»d- 
knd  S-)  U*L3i  drawn  Knoute  ft  Dor- 
rMota  Oarbyultta  900-3  dac  (T  J Q O'Gor- 
man  150no.  M R May  Kj  and  34-0  die. 
WsrwIcItaMra  *7-0  d«c  and  73  (Aldrod 
6- T7)  Darbyatore  wan  by  215  runs. 

Ice  Hockey 

WORLD  CHAMPIONSHIP!  Pool  Al 
Oro«ft>  ftt  Q*>  many  5.  Canada  1.  Omp  Bt 
Swedan  Z.  France  1 

Snooker 

■MASSY  WORLD  CHAMP) 


(Shaft !e  Id)-  Ftral  round!  T OrtmtSa 
(Waloc)  H J Burnett  (Sow  10-ft  J Hftdta 
I Scot)  to  M Clark  (Eng)  lO-Sc  J Mhrite 
(Eng)  leads  j Wadana  (Thai)  5-4  (resume* 
20  today). 

Fixtures 

OM  untoaa  staled) 

Soccer 

QM  VAUXHALL  OOUPBMMCSl  fttaly- 
brktoe  « Nerthwieh  (7.45) 

UNIBOND  UKAOUIi  Pnul.r  OMtet 
Galneborough  v Chorley:  Kmwslay  v 
Marine 

M»  LEftOUB  Premier  DfaWem  Car- 
•tenon  » Womwng  1745).  Grave  v Bore- 
ham  Wood.  Pint  CMdn  Thame  Ud  v 
Oxford  C,  9m Mid  PMatom  Maigertonl 
Tn  v Camay  bland.  Third  nMelem 
Eoaom  & Emeu  v Xingsbury  Tn. 

BEAZBR  HOMES  UtMIBl  teuta! 
Greeley  Rur*  « Cambridge  C |7.45). 
BoadSmiis  NsNleftMn  v Braintree  Tit. 
N-W  COUM11B  UUMHMb  Cw  Nte* 
Burecougn  v Fllalon  (Bury  FC.  Gtog  Lane). 
HOffrWRN  C04JKTIE9  BAST  LEAGUE! 
Planter  CkUw  Bftft)  Tn  u Glae- 
enougtnen  Wet.  Stoekaoridge  PS  v HaHam 
RMHNS  LEAOIIB  First  HhtataH  SUke 
y Derby  (7.1))  Seeand  Dhftten,  Coventry 
v Bradford  C (7.0);  Man  C v Grimsby  (7.0U 
MtdcliestaQuon  v Stotderlend  r7.0L 
AVON  (HSU DANCE  COMBINATION! 
PM  DMMent  Ipewtch  u Chelsea;  Wadord 
v Weal  Ham  (3.0).  Second  nswtacta  Bm- 
mtogitaiM  * Bournemouth  (20).  Pfymoum  v 
Newport  AFC. 

LBAOUE  OP  WAUBb  Cemaea  Bay  v Cen- 
naftaOety. 

Rugby  League 

NATIONAL  CON  FAUN  CB  ULAQUEi 
First  Divisions  Huddersllsld  « 
Wnnshavsn. 

ALUANCte  PWt  OhtetaH  PslOwstons 

V Shed  is  to;  vnanes  v LsVl 

• Chrta  Bosrtmian  and  Qnums  Obree 
tete  bsen  ghmj  autoraadc  places  In  cy 
Gtags  World  Track  Cfttmotonahigs  m 
Uenehesisr  (ram  August  28-5apiamber  1 
Obree.  as  world  champion.  Occupy' 
tog  the  aiharrarflc  stot  far  toe  4.000  metres 
pumuit  n was  tocupm  that  Boardnwn 
woutd  haw  to  quality  Bto  « hu  been 
seeuied  «w  Otuae  wiq  qualm  aa  toe  de- 
tending  ctumpion.  leaving  Sea  roman  u 
ms  ainomahc  aetacnoe  lor  the  pursuit 
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Jackson  lifts  his  boycott,  page  1 3 


Sugar  ciitihb  stake  in  Spurs,  page  15 


Wembley  looks  to  21  st  century,  pagej!4 
Leicester  keep  hopes  alive,  page  15 
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VENABLES  DRAWS  SOME  CONSOLATION  BUT  BROWN’S  MEN  ARE  GIVEN  A BATTERING 


International:  England  0,  Croatia  0 


England  fire  only  blanks 


David  Lacey  at  Wembley 


NGLAND  ■ suffered 
a frustrating  eve- 
ning of  noughts  and 
i crosses  at  Wembley 
1 last  night,  respond- 
ing to  Croatia's  obvious  qual- 
ity with  a solid  performance 
which  saw  several  good  op- 
portunities created  but  two 
goals  disallowed  in  the  first 
half. 

Robbie  Fbwler.  in  his  first 
full  international,  put  one  of 
the  evening's  best  chances 
over  the  bar  and  late  in  the 
game  Teddy  Sheringham  hit  a 
post  with  Steve  McManaman 
putting  the  rebound  wide. 

With  the  European  Champi- 
onship 45  days  away  one 
would  have  thought  there  was 
little  left  to  leant  about  Eng- 
land that  Terry  Venables  did 
not  know  already.  Yet  last 
night's  exercise  was  more 
about  revisionism  than  revi- 
sion. In  essence  Venables  was 
examining  his  options.  The 
possibility  of  losing  Adams 
from  his  defence  had  become 
a probability;  he  was  without 
Shearer  and  Ferdinand  in 
attack;  and  he  still  could  not 
be  sure  that  Anderton  would 
be  fit  in  time. 

Hence  the  need  to  see  if 
playing  three  at  the  back  and 
five  in  midfield  would  work 
against  the  quality  of  opposi- 
tion England  will  have  to  beat 
if  they  are  to  reach  the  later 
stages  of  the  tournament  — 
not  that  they  can  encounter 
Croatia  before  the  semi- 
finals. 

Fowler’s  first  start  to  an 
England  game  gave  the  night 
an  unusual  air  of  expectation. 
Prolific  scorers  in  the  league 
do  not  always  negotiate  the 
step  up  to  international  level, 
Ian  Wright  being  a case  in 
point  but  Fowler  was  never 
going  to  fail  through  lack  of 
confidence. 

Croatia  had  been  scheduled 
to  play  England  at  the  start  of 
the  season  but  uncertainties 
in  Bosnia  delayed  their  first 
visit  to  Wembley  by  seven 
months.  From  England’s 
point  of  view  this  may  have 
been  as  well:  with  Euro  *96  so 
close,  whatever  Venables 
learned  last  night  was  going 
to  be  far  more  relevant  than  it 
might  have  been  last  autumn. 


Heads  he  wins . . . Teddy  Sheringham  rises  to  get  the  better  of  two  Croatia  defenders  daring  last  night’s  match  at  Wembley  photograph;  frank  bahon 


quickly  matched  tke 
chequered  pattern  of  their 
red-and- white  shirts.  Their 
passing  was  patient  and 
sessive,  draughts  rather  than 
chess,  with  space  created 
through  careful  probing 
rather  than  cut-and- thrust 
In  the  first  five  minutes  15 
passes  produced  a dipping 


long  shot  from  Prosinecki 
that  cleared  the  bar  as  a flag 
was  raised  for  offside.  Earlier 
the  ease  with  which  Jam!  had 
slipped  pest  Stone  on  the  left, 
to  find  more  room  than  the 
employment  of  Neville  as  a 
normal  right-back  would 
have  allowed,  showed  how 
England's  latest  defensive 
might  be  tested. 

: tGascolgne,  running  at  an 
o&fque  angle  across  the  pen- 
alty area,  ended  England’s 
initial  caution  by  giving 
Stone  the  opportunity  of  a 
centre  from  the  right  which, 
if  nothing  came  of  it  at  least 
demonstrated  that  Sher- 


ingham could  outjump  the 
defence. 

Fowler's  first  significant 
touch  was  even  better.  He 
fooled  the  defenders  with  a 
floated  pass  which  appeared 
to  be  going  nowhere  until 
Stone  popped  up  with  a late 
run  on  the  right  which  of- 
fered him  a clear  shot  at  goal, 
wasted  by  shooting  too  high. 

The  Croatians,  a more 
settled  side,  played  with  omi- 
nous composure  and  control, 
dominating  the  midfield  and 
forcing  Stone  and  McMana- 
man into  deep,  wide 
positions. 

Gascoigne’s  subtler  touches 


ORANGE 


minutes  maximum  for 
£29.38  on  talk  60* 

oranae 


SQUASHED. 


125 


MINUTES  MAXIMUM  FOR 
ON  REGULAR  CALLER  PLUS' 

CELLNET 


RING  0800  21  4000  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION. 

THE  NET  THAT  SETS  YOU  FREE.  iKcSelnec 


mu<««tcnt  rttonciui**  Muff!  1*5  «1«  ■»»  afaff  ■paii  call*,  msutsfa  raducts  u»m  p#al*-t,B*  laii, 
llltcn  Srcuncor  CalUlar  Radio 


and  his  ability  to  surprise  de- 
fenders became  more  impor- 
tant to  England  the  longer  toe 
game  progressed.  Otherwise 
they  looked  for  the  quality  of 
cross  to  put  pressure  on 
Mrmic  in  the  Croatian  goal. 

Midway  through  the  first 
half,  between  two  disallowed 
goals  for  England  — once 
wwhen  Sheringham  fouled 
Mrmic,  then  when  Platt  was 
offeide  — Stone's  centre  found 
Jerkan  prepared  to  let  the 
ball  sail  over  his  head,  allow- 
ing Fowler  to  nip  In  behind 
the  defender  to  produce  a 
sharp  downward  header 
which  Mrmic  had  to  be  alert 
to  save.  Soon  after  this  a cor- 
ner from  toe  left,  following 
yet  another  accurate  centre 
by  Stone  on  the  right,  was  not 
cleared  and  this  time  Sher- 
ingham’s  overhead  shot  was 
pushed  wide  by  an  increas- 


ingly' busy  Croatian  keeper. 

England  ended  toe  first  half 
with  a further  near-miss  from 
their  most  convincing  move- 
ment of  the  opening  45  min- 
utes. Gascoigne  and  Fowler 
worked  the  ball  out  to  Stone, 
who  did  not  cross  this- time 
but  sent  Neville  past  the  out- 
side of  toe  Croatia  defence  for 
a telling  centre,  hard  and  fiat, 
which  Platt  met  with  a 
resounding  header.  Mrmic  de- 
nied England  a goal  by  block- 
ing the  hall  on  the  line,  and 
wAithgr  Platt  nor  Sheringham 
could  exploit  the  rebound.  Yet 
England  had  completed  the 


half  in  better  fettle  than  they 
had  begun  it 

Croatia,  however,  regained 


something  of  their  earlier  mo- 
mentum in  the  second  haif- 
Stanic  had  replaced  Boban, 
whose  fitness  had  been  in 
doubt,  and  England’s  defence 


again  found  itself  under 
pressure. 

The  mood  quickly  passed 
and  England  reasserted  their 
pattern  of  progress.  After  57 
minutes  they  again  nearly 
took  the  lead.  Stone's 
through-pass  bounced  off 
Fowler  but  McManaman’s 
speed  and  anticipation  took 
him  through  the  defence  and 
would  have  brought-  him  a 
goal  had  Mrmic  not  deflected 
toe  shot  wide. 

■NOLAND:  Sanaa  (Arsenin;*!  MowNs 
(UanctHHtar  Utd).  Wright  (Liverpool). 
Paaroa  (Nottingham  Forest).  SKoaa 
(Nottingham  Forest).  Oaaoelgn* 
(Rangers),  too.  (intanrarionele).  Plan 
(Arsenal).  Staertagham  (Tottenham), 
■cHa naman  (Liverpool).  Fowlar 
(Liverpool). 

CROATIA*  Mrmic  (VarteXs  Varazdin): 
(West  Ham).  Jarttan  (Real  OvMo). 
(Darby  County;  SoMo,  68n*»). 
(Hercules).  Maanmlr  (Hafdufc 
Split).  Boban  (Milan;  Stanle,  h-t). 
Prooinecfcf  (Barcelona],  Jarnl  (Reel 
BeUsk  »Aar  (SevUla).  Bokaic  (Lazio; 
HL 

Z Przesmyckl  (Poland). 


Denmark  2,  Scotland  0 


Double  dose 
of  Laudrups 
chokes  Scots 


Patrick  Glenn 
In  Copenhagen 


SI 


COTLAND  retreated 
from  Denmark  last 
night  after  a beating 

which  was  Bar  more 

serious  than  could  be  imag- 
ined merely  from  looking  at 
toe  surface  bruising. 

They  were  overwhelmed  by 
a Danish  team  of  imagination 
and  devastating  quickness 
and  Craig  Brown,  trying  to 
compile  a squad  worthy  of 
representing  the  country  at 
Euro  '96,  must  have  been 
shocked  by  a first  half  in 
which  the  Danes  could  have 
scored  five  or  six  times. 
Hendry,  carrying  a niggling 
injury,  looked  as  though  he 
was  running  through  molas- 
ses In  that  period.  „ 

At  least  Brawn. did  not  at- 
tempt to  whitewash  his 
team’s  performance,  admit- 
ting that  they  have  some  way 
to  go  before  they  can  compete 
with  a team  as  accomplished 
as  last  night's  victors. 

“We  are  a team  of  limited 
ability,"  said  the  Scotland 
manager.  “We  don't  have 
players  of  toe  magnificence  of 
the  Laudrtrp  brothers. 

"We  do  have  a serious 
goalscoring  problem  and  we 
could  have  been  4r-0  down  at 
toe  interval  We  know  we 
have  a lot  of  work  to  do  to 
compete  well  in  England,  but 
Tm  sure  we  won't  give  goals 
away  so  easily  there." 

In  the  qualifying  series  the 
Scots  scored  only  five  goals 
against  their  major  opponents 
Russia  (one),  Greece  (one) 
and  Finland  (three).  Their 
total  of  21  In  10  games  was 
helped  by  the  seven  each 
against  San  Marino  mid  the 
Faroes. 

It  was  not  until  after  toe  in- 
terval that  McAllister,  captain- 
ing from  midfield,  became  suf- 
ficiently assertive.  Indeed,  the 
Leeds  man  had  the  best  at- 
tempts on  goal,  a blistering  vol- 
ley which  Krogh,  who  had 
replaced  Schmelche.1,  had  to 
beat  away  and  a low  drive 
from  Spencer's  pass  which 
slid  marginally  wide. 

On  a difficult  night,  Spencer 
did  his  prospects  of  making 


the  finals  in  June  little  harm, 
working  bard  and  creating  the 
chance  early  on  from  which 
Gallacher  gave  Schmeichel 
his  only  test  with  a powerful 
drive  from  15  yards. 

There  Is  little  doubt  that  the 
Scots  missed  the  defensive 
qualities  of  Alan  McLaren  of 
Rangers,  but  his  injury  may 
require  surgery  and  he  is  not 
certain  to  make  the  champi- 
onship. In  any  case  there  was 
the  unmistakable  hint  that 
the  Denmark  players  in  toe 
second  half  were  beginning  to 
unwind,  their  work  done. 

The  Scots  have  yet  to  ac- 
quire the  pace  and  the  basic 
knowledge  of  the  game  which 
allowed  the  Danes  to  produce 
the  kind  of  goals  that  gave 
them  a telling  lead  by  the  in- 
tervaL  Those  strikes  from  the 
Laudrup  brothers  were  scant 
reward  as  the  home  side  tore 
through  Brawn's  team  with 
alarming  ease  and  frequency. 

When  Tosh  McKinlay  lost 
possession  in  midfield  and 
Helveg'  played  a simple  ball 
forward  to  Beck  on  the  right, 
Hendry  completely  miscalcu- 
lated his  challenge,  coming  in 
on  the  wrong  side  of  the  ball 
and  allowing  toe  home  for- 
ward a clear  run  to  the  edge 
of  the  penalty  area.  The  cut- 
back was  deflected  by  McKim- 
mie  to  Michael  Laudrup. 
whose  right  foot  drilled  the 
ball  low  to  the  right  of  Leigh- 
ton from  eight  yards. 

The  second  goal  was  even 
more  economical,  as  Michael 
Laudrup  received  a header 
from  defence  and  played  it 
first  time  into  the  path  of  his 
brother.  Brian  was  off  and 
yards  clear  of  the  Scotland  de- 
fence before  carrying  the  ball 
wide  of  Leighton  and  sliding 
it  into  an  empty  net 

DOMMX:  ScfaraotaM  (krogh.  46raln). 
Hofvog,  RIapar,  Olaan,  Hlaapar 
(Laanao.  81).  Hfligontifg.  a NMm 
manna,  M Laudrup  (A  NUan,  85). 
Book,  B Laudna>. 

SCOTLAND:  Leighton  (Hibernian; 
Owen.  Rangers.  48):  Burlay  (Chelsea) 
MeMhnaia  (Aberdeen).  Hendry  (Black- 
bum;  W KaKUey.  Blackburn.  74).  Boyd 
(Celtic).  T MoKInUy  ICelliC).  MoCafl 
(Rangers:  flnnanlB.  Nottm  Forest  46). 
Mo  All  talar  (Leeds).  Collin.  (Celtic). 
OeSacher  (Blackburn;  Jakwn,  Hiber- 
nian, 72).  Spanoar  (Chelsea:  MwColst 
Rangers,  72). 

J Wegersoe  (Netherlands) 


Picture,  page  15 


Whitewash  of  Irish  and  Welsh 


/RISE  and  Welsh  soccer 
suffered  a demoralising 
evening  as  their  three 
national  teams  all  suffered 
defeats,  with  only  Northern 
Ireland  managing  a goaL 
Mick  McCarthy’s  Repub- 
lic of  Ireland  fell  2-0  to  the 


Czech  Republic  in  Prague, 
then  Northern  Ireland  lost 
2-1  at  home  to  Sweden,  Ge- 
rard McMahon  scoring  the 
home  goal.  Wales  were  de- 
feated 2-0  in  Switzerland. 


Reports,  page  15 


Fowler  target 
of  Barcelona 


Ian  Ross 


ARCELONA  are  to 
.make  an  audacious  at- 
tempt to  sign  Liver- 
pool’s rising  star  Robbie 
Fowler.  And  if  the  Spanish 
club  foil  to  land  Fowler,  who 
only  six  months  ago  signed  a 
four-year  contract  to  keep 
him  at  Anfield.  their  coach 
Johan  Cruyff  will  make  a 
third  attempt  to  land  the  Man- 
chester United  winger  Ryan 
Giggs. 

As  Barcelona's  season  of 
impoverished  form  nears  its 
end.  amid  much  discontent 
from  the  team's  fervent  Cata- 
lan supporters,  the  club  have 
singled  out  Fowler  as  the 
player  best  equipped  to  help 
usher  in  a new  ami  more  ful- 
filling era. 

A Barcelona  director  has 
confirmed  that  a formal  bid  of 
around  £10  million  is  likely  to 
be  lodged  in  the  next  few 
weeks  for  a player  whose  vast 
potential  was  amply  under- 


lined last  night  when  he 
started  a senior  England  in- 
ternational for  toe  first  tune, 
only  a few  days  after  celebrat- 
ing his  21  st  birthday. 

Fowler  has  scored  36  goals 
for  Liverpool  this  season,  and 
last  mouth  he  was  named  as 
the  Professional  Footballers’ 
Association's  Young  Player  of 
the  Year. 

It  is,  however,  inconceiv- 
able that  Liverpool  would 
sanction  the  striker's 
departure. 

“We  have  no  intention  of 
selling  any  of  our  young  play- 
ers," said  Liverpool’s  chief 
executive  Peter  Robinson. 
"We  believe  that  with  their 
help  there  are  exciting  times 
ahead  for  this  club.” 

It  had  been  anticipated  that 
Cruyff  would  be  dismissed  in 
toe  wake  of  last  week's  Uefe 
Cup  semi-final  defeat  by  Bay- 
ern Munich,  but  after  talks 
with  Barcelona's  president 
Joseph  Luis  Nunez  he  has 
been  given  a 12-month  stay  of 
execution. 


o 


Yesterday  the  Royal  College 
of  Psychiatrists  launched  its 
Defeat  Depression  Action  Day. 

Its  report  is  titled  Men:  Miserable 
Sods — Why  Don’t  They  Just 
Pull  Themselves  Together? 

Sorry  I should  know  better. 
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Guardian  Crossword  No  20,636 

Set  by  Riffijs 


Across 


9  A lone  crab  scuttles  round  . 
by  the  sea  in  Spain  (9) 

10  Chap  gets  a greeting  In  the 
lift  (5) 

11  Nelson's  enduring  success 

(7) 

12  Otoer  the  ambitious  officer 
hopes  to  get  (7) 

13  Ride  or  fall  (4) 

14  Estimate  on  rebiilding 
home  (ICQ 

16  Learnt  the  third  movement 
with  lasting  result  (7) 

17  I’m  held  hi  scorn,  turning 

brightred{7) 

19  Market  researcher  on 
camera  (IQ) 

22  Lines  at  last  for  toe 
annoying  child  (4) 

24  Traders  upset  b y delays  (7) 

26  His  initial  confusion  was 

amusing  (71 


26  A gH  in  distress,  the  object 
of  chivalrous  attention  (5) 

27  Dead  Roman,  perhaps,  or 

mythical  Greek  (9) 

Down 


1 Mo  re  than  mean  (5,3,7) 

2 H makes  perfect  doctors  (8) 

3 Duck  consumed  byadog 
for  tea  (5) 

4 Tiny  opal  possibly  worn 
behind  the  ears  (8) 

5 They  may  be  square  or 
round  (6) 

6 Sort  of  sketch  one  doesn't 

want  to  go  under  toe 
hammer  (9) 

7 He's  learned  to  park  a 
vehicle  In  the  street® 

3 Requirement  for  sewers 
near  land  toe  deed  dealt 
with  (6,3,6) 

is  All  the  same,  ith  how 
servicemen  dress  (9) 
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17  One  accused  of  infidelity  is 
scared  to  become  Involved 
(S) 

18  Beached  and  abandoned 
(8) 

20  Ex-Sts'  replaced  in  crowd 
scenes  (6) 

21  As  a sun  resort  rt£  capital  (6 

23  Small  firms  get  together 

over  a drink  (5) 

Solution  tomorrow 
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